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BANAJA aSouvenir-cum-annual issue is the mouthpiece of Acadmy of
Tribal Dialects and Culture. So far, the pages of Banaja, enriched by a galaxy of
topnotch tribal friendly writers, anthropologists and other illustrious scribes made
the magazine a reflecting canvas of kaleidoscopic aspects of tribal life-under change
and continuity format of ethnic culture.

Of late, the tectonic plates of tribal sodial institutions all over the world get
the shocks and tremors emanated from globalization - the leviathan monolith that
steamrolls diversity towards single culture, based upon theworship of wealth and
mammon. Orissan tnbals are no exception to the tremors. Before the globalization
process is sucking the diverse, small and little communities in to the black hole of
obscurity and oblivion - the Academy endeavours to record and document the
characteristic traits, peculiar nuances relating to the dwindling institution of tribal
marriage as the treasure trove for the posterior generation.

This issue of BANAJA carries 17 learned articles out of which six articles
belong to English section and the rest, all the eleven articles form the Oriya section.
All the articles put together are reflective of representative samples of marriage
system of all major tribes of the state belonging to Austric, Dravidian and Indo-
Aryan language group that inhabit the state from time long past. All the articles in
Oriyasection discuss the institution of marriage of an individual tribe each digging
deep in to the respective tradition of the tribes which are really at cross roads.

_ The English section, besides throwing general light on ethnic marriage
tradition by some learned author also carries empirical study of some of the nuance’s
associated with tribal marriage.

Gyanapitha awardee and uncrowned poet laureate of the state, Dr Sitakanta
Mahapatra writes on Tribal marriage pattern; Continuity and éhan e. The
exposition of the article is resonant with Dr., Mahapatra’s nostalgia withgtr.ibﬁlsr
especially with the bridal songs. At the sametime, the article becomes more down to
earth in observing the ‘continuity and change” in the institution of tribal marriage
asaninertia of motion all in the midst of inescapable socio-economic changes. The
mon?y ordebr economy E-inas the ec;momjc mode of time destroys the tribal fa%nil-y set
up of yore by segregating couples wid ' i i
impacting changes u% the E'larrig ge need.z i&%;tén'l;l;iﬁigcs]t?;g;onomc e

Prof. N. K. Behura, the renowned
Koyamarriage system” goes beyond the
institution of marriage, and searches the

anthropologist in his article “ A note on
visible aspects of rituals assodated with

from all its aspects.
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“Marrying outside the Clan and Territory: Structure and Variation in
Tribal Orissa” written by Prof. P. K. Nayak throws light on the structure and
variation in marriage relationship in tribal Orissa, which the paper sees as a tribe
caste structural continuum. The ensemble of relationships in caste sodiety structured
elaborately and also sustained by the institutional practice of ‘do’s’ and not ‘do’s’
though are widely believed as the codification of Manu - the Hindu law giver may
be an influence of the tribal society - who, exists anterior to the caste people.

Dr. Upali Aparajita, in her article “Marriage Customs among the
Kondhs” gives a thorough discussion in descriptive mode of the traditionbound
Kondh marriage, from its initiation to consummation along with the related social
institutions associated withiit.

Sri Trilochan Sahoo's article “ Marriage customs of the primitive tribes
of Orissa” records the rituals, customs and the different forms of marriage practiced
by tribals of the state ina capsule form of presentation. The Article also records
the decay of tribal marriage institutions - now struggling on the throes of various
influences. .

“Bride Price: A socio-economic institution of tribal identity” by Dr. A.C.
Sahoo, analyses the socio-economic importance lying behind bride price concept
prevalent in the institution of tribal marriage. ‘Bride Price’ unites not only man
and woman but unites two families, two lineage in an interacting socio-economic
sphere of tribal life.

Writing on oriya section Prof. Emeritus Khageswar Mohapatra in his
article entitled “6%a12l QFIGER G gall” (Marriage system among DesiaSociety)
throws light on the Desia sodiety - a term denoting an integrating cultural basket
of tribes in the undivided Koraput district. This Aryan and Non-aryan culture mix
has had its impact on their weddings. Prof. Mohapatra captures this phenomenon
in his inimitable style of prose. He finds similitude in concept lying under eight
forms of Hindu marriage with that of four forms of marriage of the Desia tribe.

Prof. Dr. K. K. Mohanti’s article “&@1a1aR1e6a 8aie” (Marriage in Didayi
Society) makes a vivid observation of Didayi marriage process on the broader
context of theirsocio-cultural background. The freedom and liberty enjoyed by a
Didayi bride in matrimony is beautifully and lucidly portrayed in the article.

“enl QAieeq GQie” (Marriage in Lodha tribe) by Dr. Nagendra Nath
Mohapatra throws light on this tribe known for all wrong reasons. The customs,
characteristics presented in the paper is seen as a slow evolution for Sanskritization.

Dr. Lata Bhol's article entitled “@201 6nal i@ @geu 6dl..” (Sinduri menya
babu sinduri mei) is a scholarly presentation of Kolha (Ho) marriage system. She
goes deeper into the recesses of elusive, ethnic tradition to trace the origin of marriage
leading to the related rituals that have been accrued overa considerable period of

time..She sprinkles liberally, the moving folksongs resonating the feelings and
emobons of wedding life of Ho in her article.
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bears the stamp of a fellow tribe’s authenticity. She presents every aspects of Santal
marriage without any ambiguity or conceptual mishmash. The use of flowing style
of language in the Article makes the presentation attractive.

Binod Kumar Nayak’s article “62| @@i2"” (Ho Marriage) is an exhaustive
presentation of marriage system. The articles made a laborious attempt to capture
all the subtle characteristics of marriage from its initiation to last rites. Brisk uses of
folksongs, associated with ‘Ho’ marriage, make the article lively and racy.
| Koya marriage is described as full of soulful life by Dhananjaya Swain in
his article on “6QIal QI2 eg” (Koya marriage) . The rituals and exclusive
tradition of their marriage system gives a faithful rendering by the writer, The reader

words used in the Article.

“geAIeS §QI2 Q16” (The marriage customs of Gond) by Subash Chandra
Mishra is a combination of descriptive and empiric study of the marriage system
now caughtin the throes of rapid changes. The article throws light on the sequence
of changes, which consttutes its special feature.

sodal system: Marriage) by Sri Tau Bhoi is an attempt to study the marriage system
in all its details. .

Jaladhara Swain’s article on “s89I18 QanqIsn g-gecia AREe ge”
(The Social Position of Bonda - Gadaba in the Marriage System) Gadaba makes a
monographic study of Gadaba marriage system and the interacting processes

prevalent in the institution of marriage. The article also records Gadaba bridal songs
capturing the emotions from all angles of separation and union,

) Prakash Senapali’s article on “gaé Geie 6 626 ael, o9 Geleq oad &
@a” (Surudi bibha O Kerandipada) recounts interesting ma;riage system of l'.hq.rz3
tribe, now are virtually lost due to expensiveness and morbidity respectively of the
two systems,
We are grateful to Smt. Alaka Panda, IAS Commussioner
« 1AS, -cum-Secre
to Govt,, ST & SC Development Department, Govt. of Orissa, Bhubaneswar fort?\g

Erllfoura gement and advice for pulling off the publication of “BANAJA” onrecord
e.

Prof. P.K. Nayak, Director, SCSTRTI, Bhub, .
for his stimulating academic advice. ibaneswar deserves special thank

The coordinating role of magazine of this type needs onerous effort.

Dr. Patel deserves special thanks for accep ting the role voluntarily.

Sri Bharat Chandra Nayak & Sri Judhiskr Sahoo, d .
yeoman service for design & development of the magazin:Serves thanks for their

Sri Harihar Das, Consulting Editor, Grags "
Kolkata, deserves also thank for the e%itorialassi?mta;lc:. SO R fraey

Lastbutnottl'teleast,weamﬂmnkﬁﬂtoourvaluedconh'fbutors '

\\ A.C. Sahoo

/f The topic “Q@9ie G2 “ (Santal Marriage) by Prof. Damayant Besra,\

often gets lost in the pictorial world of tribals - crafted successfully by magicality of |

The article "¢l G912, 69R@ ¢ Qu §ai2 gan” (Kharia (Dhelaki & Tailk
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Tribal Marriages — Continuity and Change

In any society marriage is an
integral part of the social fabric. It
is the hub of the family life, bringing
and rearing of the children, looking
after the family including elders if
any, look to social obligations and
quite often take on economic
activities jointly by the husband and
wife. It is difficult to generalize
about marriage pattern of tribal
societies because they do differ
from one society to another.
However, one can generalize on
certain common characteristics: a
remarkable degree of freedom from
prudery in boys and girls coming
together and knowing each other,
and a total lack of inhibition of even
occasional and willing physical
relationship prior to marriage.
Carefully each side judges the other
party from certain goals of married
life, such as good health, capacity
to bring up children and of course
beauty. One other common factor
also is fidelity in marriage. Tribal
societies frown upon extra marital
relationship. The society is as liberal
to the boys and girls coming
together before marriage, as they are
strict regarding in any violation of
the marriage bond. In fact, many
tribal societies prescribe severe
penalty in the event of such
violation.

Dr. Sitakanta Mahapatra

The marriage is a festive occasion
in all tribal society. Innumerable
songs, which celebrate the occasion
exist and have been documented by
this author in several volumes of his
work relating to tribal societies. It
is not intended to give many sample
of such marriage song, which is
sung, by the bride’s villagers and
friends as well as the bridegrooms’
friends. Some of them do mention
how they are going to live hence
forward together for a lifetime. A
small sample of a Kondh marriage
song runs like this

“The old hearts still beat,

And we are alive

Here in this ancient village

Of dead ancestors;

And so.today we join

In this great jubilation

‘This over-flowing joy.”

In a Munda song the girl’s
friends bemoan parting of their

friend who will go away from the
village after marriage.

“ One line of vermilion

And you are leaving the village;
Two plates of turmeric

And you are leaving the country.”

There are also mocking
songs from either side. For an
example the bridegroom's party

’Bana}a-zoo&f\\
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i may say “You are roaming villages
and countryside, looking for a
groom for your daughter and we
have done a favour by offering the
girl-of our village to the useless

boy”.

In reply the bride party
responds, “ There was a beautiful
flower - laden tree at the outskirts
of our village. Your people have
come to cut the tree and take it
away”, The reference is not really
to a tree but to the village girl who
is being given away to the marriage.

Tribal societies are in
transition. Social mores, economic
patterns, approach to education,
community living, economic
development, practically all aspects
of life - there are now changes. The
. concept of tribal societies as
encysted societies was never a

rapid changes from the outside are

life. Itis not therefore a surprise that
marriage pattern is also fast
changing even though the core
reality remains. As before the wife
continues to be hub of the family
who looks after children, manages
the accounts; keeps the household

reality and itis more so today when :-

making in roads into tribal way: of.

going and quite often manages
works either in the filed or in
roadwork or in factory alongside
her husband with increasing
economic activities in tribal belt.
There is more of intermixing
between tribals and non-tribals.
Needless to say all these have their
impact, even on the very ritual basis
of celebrating marriage. No doubt
it varies to one tribal society to
another depending upon the level
of exposure to the outside world,
the coming of education, new
patterns of health care and
migration from the village to work
places. Sometimes as in large
mining and industrial belts such as
Rourkela there is emergence of a

‘money-order economy leading to

the wife often staying fact in village
to look after children while the
husband is in his workplace. There
are several patterns to change,
which deserve study because after
all marriage is still considered by
the tribals as one of the major
institutions of their social fabric.

400

21, Satya Nagar, Bhubaneswar

'Bana]a-zoor!\\

J




A NOTE ON KOYA MARRIAGE SYSTEM

The Koya is a tribe of
Dravidian language family. Its
members mostly reside the
Malkangiri district of Orissa and in
the adjoining areas of Chhatisgarh
and Andhra Pradesh. Their
economy revolves around cattle
raising, shifting cultivation and
settled agriculture.

Marriage, a cultural
institution, is established between
two groups, as per customary rules,
that are socially opposed to each
other, but both belong to the same
society. It is an inevitable social
game played within a set of rules,
conventions and constraints,
Common social rules of incest and
exogamy are scrupulously adhered
to. Among the Koya too marriage
is prohibited between persons who
stand in certain degree of
relationship. A man is strictly
forbidden to take a wife from
amongst the women of his own
group, that is his lineage, sub-clan,
clan or phratry. Butamong the Koya
there are certain relatives between
whom marriage is not merely
permitted, but is regarded as
desirable. Whereas incest is
considered as the greatest sin or
social crime. But marriage with
prescribed kins is not incestuous.

Prof. N. K. Behura

The rules or customs relating
to prohibited or preferred
marriages fulfill the social function
of preserving, maintaining and
continuing the existing kinship
structure as a system of institutional
relations. The breach of established
marriage rules would threaten to
disrupt or throw into, disaster the
established system, and therefore,
a strict vigil is maintained to ward
off this trend In Koya society there
is a stronger sense of disapproval
of irregular marriages.

SEASONS OF MARRIAGE :

The normal time during the
year for marriage among the Koya
is the post harvest dry season,
Marriages are generally performed
between February and April, when
they are relatively free from
economic pursuits and possess
resources to meet the expenses.

AGE AT MARRIAGE :

Earlier the Koyas used to
practice child marriage, but the
practice has substantially declined
now. This may be due to
modernisation and their relative
exposure to the outside world.
Now-a-days they consider boys and
girls suitable for marriage after they

Banaja-2004
anaja \




attain biological maturity. A boy is
considered to be biologically
matured when his moustache and
armpit hair start growing, and a
girl's maturity is deciphered from
her puberty or gupesta and from the
development of secondary sexual
characters. The average age of
marriage for boys is 16-20 years and
for girls 12-16 years. But there may
be exceptions also, as some cases
of child marriage or bumpendul are
still to be found,

RULES OF ENDOGAMY AND
EXOGAMY :

Sexual relationship with any
person who is culturally defined as
a member of one’s kinship group is
commonly for - bidden among the
Koya. And such socially prohibited
sexual relationship is considered by
them as incestuous. Amongst them,
as per preferential marriage rules,
one can marry a MBD or FZD and
thus, an actual sexual proclivity
towards them is not incestuous.
This does not disrupt the structural
solidarity of the basic kinship
groups amongst them.

Exogamy is the rule that one
must find one’s mate outside the
defined social groups, such as lotar
or lineage, and Kotta or Kuda or
clan, and beyond all those who are
designated as Kutuma or
consanguines. And endogamy is the
rule according to which one has to

males.

defined social unit, such as ma-judi
or my caste, that is Koya.,

In Koya society descent is
traced unilinerally through the
Descent group is
structurally and functionally united
by this principle. Descent groups
among the Koya are not purely
agnatic, rather they are compromise
kind groups. The sisters and
daughters of the male members
cease to be member of their
respective natal descent groups,
whereas the spouses of the male
members are merged with the
descent groups of their husbands.
They become consanguines for their
children and for all the descending
generations.

Lineages are organised to
form Katta/Kuda or clans. All the
members of a clan use the clan
name in their identity. insignia,
which holds evidence to their
common ancestry. There are five
Kuda or clans among the Koya.
These are : Madi, Madkami, Sodi,
Padiami and Kawasi, Among the
Koya marriage is not only
prohibited within a Kuda or clan,
but also with its dadatamudu or
fraternal clan, The five clans are
grouped into three phartries
namely, (1) Madi and Madkami, (2)
Sodi and Pediami, and (3) Kawasi.
Thus one find three exogamous
phratries in Koya society.,

4
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A Phratry is a social unit
consisting of two or more linked
clans between which exists a special
bond of unity as against clans joined
in other phratries within the society.
Based on this principle there are
three phratries in Koya society.
Exchange of women in marriage
takes place between the three
phratries. As the Koyas practice
symmetrical cross cousin marriage,
there is no pure wife taken and wife
given groups, but reciprocity is
maintained to make up the short-
fall. The following structural model
may explain the close system of
marriage relationship .among the
three phratries who are saga or
affines to one another.

@
Madi

Padiami

)

Sodi
3

Kawasi

()

Madkami
2)

Madi and Madkami (1 & 2)
are dada tamud or fraternal clans of
each other. Likewise Sodi and
Padiami (3 & 4) are dada-tamud or
fraternal clans of each other. Kawasi
(5), the oldest kuda or clan, is the
only representative of its group. 1
and 2 are mama bato or affines to
3,4 and 5 and vice versa. 1,2,3, and

4 are all mama bato to Kawasi (5)
and vice versa. Thus Madi has the
choice of selecting a mate from
either sodi, Padiami or Kawasi, but
not from Madkami clan. But the
order of preference is that one has
to marry his MBD or any woman of
her status in his mother’s brother’s
kuda or clan. If such a partner is
not found then the next preference
goes to FZD or any women of her
status of FZH’s kuda or clan. So in
both the cases a man from Madi may
prefer a partner as per positive
marriage regulations prevalent in
Koya society. Marriage alliance or
afinity is repeated between afines in
succeeding generations. In koya
society the relationship between a
man and his WB and ZH is no doubt
afinal but among their offsprings it
is also afinal. Thus among the Koya
marriage is part of the alliance
institution which runs through
generations. In other words, birth
determines afinity as the concept is
extended to descendants. Therefore,
in both the cases a man from Madi
may prefer to marry with the
previously established affines of his
father or mother, i.e. either of sodi
or Padiami. But the entry of the
third group, such as, the Kawasi is
of much importance, as the latter
has the priviledge of excahging
bride with all the Kuda or Clans.
This possibility is concretised when
a family has a good member of

Banaja-20 04\
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children. Now let us consider the
case of a person having twelve
children, out of which eight are
male and four are female. He has
only one sister and one wife. So he
has affinal relations with two
families, namely his WB and ZH,
from whom he can bring girls or
give girls in marriage. Say if he is of
Madi clan, his WB belongs to
Padiami and ZH to Sodi But they
do not have adequate number of
male and female children of
matching age for his children. As the
matching age is an important factor
for marriage it cannot be ignored.
So he has to select spouses for his
sons and daughters from outside his
affinal circle. Thus in order of
preference two of his daughters and
three of his sons marry in the
Kawasi Clan. In the succeeding
generations thereis no difficulty for
his sons to select spouses for their
sons and daughters.

As the Koya society has a
close system of marriage rules,
there is normally no direct exchange
of women in marriage in a single
generation. By analysing the system
of marriage and flow of material
goods and transactions, i.e. Karsa or
bride price, one discovers afinal
relationship in a logical sense. A

—

man of Madi clan marries in the
Kawasi clan, which is his mama
bato or afinal group for him. He
pays karsa or bride price for
acquiring the rights over the
woman, who in his MBD. But her
mother belongs to the Madkami
clan, and her brothers will mmary
her MBDs, who belong to the
Madkami clan. The Karsa which is
paid {o her MB's family comes from
her husband’s family, that is,
Kawasi clan. Bride price and bride
always flow in reverse directions.
Here exchange of the brides is not
direct between two clans, and so
also the bride price. Let us examine
the example at hand. The marriage
payments which the father of the girl
received from the Kawasi clan is
transferred to the Madkami clan for
bringing brides in marriage. Among
the afinal clans there is normally no
exchange of sisters in marriage,
because such a case is likely to
disrupt the structure of the society.

In the process of mariage
there is exchange of brides between
two clans, say, Madi and Kawasi,
and there is patrilateral cross cousin
marriage between Kawasi and
Madkami, then in the following
generation there is a possibility that
under the rule of matrilateral cross-

Banaja-2004
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cousin marriage girls may move
from Madi and Madkami, that are
fraternal clans, to Kawasi. If it occurs
then the girls will be affines to one
another after their marriage,
although they are consanguines.
The same situation may occur

among the Sodiand Padiami, where
Kawasi or Madi or Madkami are
media of exchange. Therefore, the
Koyas avoid direct exchange of
sisters in marriage.The following

Generation - 0
Exchange of Madi
Sisters in W
marriage w

Kawasi

Patrilateral W
Cross-cousin
marriage. Madkami

examples explain the fact.
Descending Generation-1
Madi
W
Matrilateral
Cross-cousin
Kawasi marriages.
W
Madkami

With the preference of choice
of mate, the system is a closed one
in different ways : either of a short
range of long range. The shortrange
system includes only three clans, all
are mama-bato or afines to each
other, which excludes two other
clans at the ime of consideration.
Here the role of the Kawasi clan,
which is afinal to the other two, is
important. The short range closed
systems are as follows :

E——

In the above cases the flow
of Karsa or bride-price is confined
to the three distinct affinal clans,
and once a person pays it be will
regain itaftera relatively short-time,
if the other conditions like the
suitability and matching of bride
and groom are fulfilled. But with the
consideration of all the clans within
the total system, itis evident that the
mechanism of the flow of women in
mariage, exchange of goods and

1. Madi Sodi payment of bride price operate in
Kawasi an orderly manner at the
2 Madi Padiami unconscious level of the mind of the
Kawasi people. They seldom think that
3. Sodi Madkami they regain the same after a short
Kawasi term. In the long range, one group
4. Madkami Padiami  isalwaysexcluded, excepta general
Kawasi case, where the system includes all

)

.
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( the five clans to circumscribe the
marriage system. The examples are :-

1. Madi
Kawasi Padiami
Madkami
(Exclusidn of Sodi)
2 Madi
Kawasi Sodi
Madkami
(Exclusion of Padiami)
3 Madi _
Sodi Padiami
Kawasi
(Exclusion of Madkami)
4, Madkami
Sodi Padiami
Kawasi -
(Exclusion of Madi)
8 Madi
" Sodi Padiami
Madkami
(Exclusion of Kawasi)

In the process of exchange,
when the Kawasi clan is introduced,
the system then includes all the five
clans and becomes a closed one,

Madi
Sodi Kawasi

Madkami Padiami

—=

In a short range system of
exchange, no unidirectional chain of
the various clans is formed, such as
wife - givers and wife - takers, but
all operate as free affines for one

another for example :
A B C
affine affine  affine

Whereas in the long range
system in case four clans form the
circuit, that is to say, A.B.Cand D,
where Kawasi is introduced, which
is the general affinal group for the
other two phratries, one clan from
either phratry has to be excluded
from the chain. In this case the

system taxes the following shape.
A -Madi
B -XKawasi
CcC - Madkami
D - Either Sodi or Padiami
A B
(Con) (Aff)
D gy
(Aff) (Con)
Madi and Madkami are

consanguines to each other as Sodi
and Padiami; the former two are
affines of the latter two, whereas
Kawasi is affine to all.

The exclusion of the genral
affine, i.e., Kawasi makes the
System composed of two mutually
consanquinous and two afinal
groups.

-
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A the phratry of Kawasi can be
(Con) A-B affines introduced at any place of the
D B B-C affines system since it has only one clan.
(aff) (afff C-D affines ;
C D-A affines IS
(con)  A-C consanguines Madi Sodi
B-  consanguines Madkami Padiami
, : The structure of the Koya
Inclui?_m 10 : Il<awa_51, tt{lle society is based upon the above
cgﬁn Ia :lnat fhapji llln Y€ rules of marriage. A person is
structure, leads 10 the 100 OWING  ireated on the basis of his placeina
format, whereall the three phratries . ic.. a0 or phra
are represented. P PHEAIE
. The kinship relationship or
%:Shg 3?1 £ A any role relation between a
C - Madkami D 5 particular ego and alter is based
D-Pa diamil C upon kinship rules. The structure of
; the society is maintained through
E - Kawasi I
In the marriage network 22
phratry exogamy is strictly
maintained. In the marriage circle A/147,Saheed Nagar,
Bhubaneswar
\=
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Marrying outside the Clan and Territory:
Structure and Variation in Tribal Orissa

Introduction :

Tribal  societies are
elementary forms of society. In the
evolutionary ladder they are placed
at the lowest rungs, but the
structures they exhibit are of
considerable importance from the
perspective of understanding and
explaining the ensemble of social
relationships. At a deeper level
these structures are the variations of
one or another. In the same vein,
social relationships in certain caste
societies can be assumed to have
been based on the same and similar
principles. Orissa provides a
glaring example of the tribe-caste
structural continuum, which is in
fact very explicitly discerned in their
respective rules and principles of
effectuating marriage bonds. The
paper intends to focus on structure
and variation in marriage
relationships in tribal Orissa and its
scope lies far beyond the boundary
of tribes, ensconcing the structural
attributes of marriage relationships
in caste societies.

Who marries whom is
determined according to the
structural principles that govern the
entire ensemble of relationships.

Prof. P.K.Nayak

Whom one cannot marry is equally
emphasized and ingrained in the
structure, Agnates and affines are
not only distinct groups but also
opposed categories. The principles
of descent and affinity separate
groups and categories. One cannot
marry anyone related to oneself and
can marry only someone outside the
circle of his close relatives, Who is
one’s ownand whois notis there in
peoples’ mind and the institutional
setup exacerbates the differences
between‘one’s own’ and ‘the other’.
In tribal societies this dual
relational structures divide them
along lineal and affinal lines. They
celebrate the divide to re-emphasize
it and to keep up the social order.
The kins and affines are not only
distinct persons and personalities;
they also compose distinct status
groups. One’s behaviour towards
his/her kins is never the same and
similar as it is towards his/her
affines. One expects a standard set
of behaviour from his/her
particular kin and affine, These
relationships are differentially
valued and are clear-cut status
relationships. Differential status
relationship is made visible in the
exchange of giftitems between and
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among kins and affines. Gifts carry
status and therefore are status
goods for people. As a part of these
social compulsions people attach
more importance to producing
status goods than to goods meant
for trade and commerce. Kins and
affines have their respective shares
in one’s produce from land and
forest, in one’s net production from
his estate. Reciprocity and
equivalence constitute the rule.

The institution of marriage in
tribal societies is so very broad
based that it weaves into a host of
other social, economic, political and
religious organs and institutions.
Marriage is certainly an important
event in one’s life but it is pari pasu
an institution that holds together the
divided groups and at the same
time it reminds each group of its
unity and identity.

Tribal societies in general
strictly observe exogamous
principles, People of one tribe
always marry within the same tribe,
In some cases as a regular practice
they spill over or sneak into border
areas thatform a part of its extended
ethnic boundary to acquire mates,
preferably brides. However, they
always strictly follow the rules of
exogamy or marrying out. That is
to say, a tribal society comprises
several descent groups, may be
clans (Kuda, as in case of the

Dongria Kondh) or maximal
lineages (Birinda, as in case of the
Lanjia Saora) which are exogamous
groups or units within which
marriage is prohibited. Clan or clan-
like structures in the descent line
form the inter-marrying groups.
Basing upon this general tenet of
marriage relationship in tribal
societies, the structure and variation
of marriage relationships among a
few tribal societies of Orissa
keeping clan and territory as the
overriding principle has been
discussed in the paper.

Practices of Exogamy: Empirical
Observations :

Bathudi ;

The tribe has more than 56
sub-divisions or title groups, which
are exogamous. The titles relate to
the particular military or domestic
services they used to render the little
kings/Zamindars. Some of their
gotra names, such as Parasara, Nag,
Sailya, Ganeswara, Kashyapa are
like those of the Hindu Castes. The
exogamous unit is called Khili or
Gotra. Each village has a headman
called Badanaik, a head of several
such villages is called Desh-
Pradhan in Mayurbhanj and
Mahanaik in Keonjhar.

Bhottada :

The tribe has Bado and Sano
divisions, They have a number of
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totemic exogamous clans like
tortoise, tiger, cobra, monkey, dog,
lizard, goat etc. Every village
secular head is known as Naik,

Bhuyan :

The tribe has many sections
like, Des Bhuiya or Mal Bhuiya,
Parja Bhuiya or Routali Bhuiya,
Bhatudi Bhuiya, Santali Bhuiya,
Dandasena Bhuiyan, Ralkuli or Bar
Bhuiya, Saontia Bhuiya, Khndait or
Pawanbans Bhuiya, katti Bhuiya,
Naksiya Bhuiya, Aake Bhuiya,
Dake Bhuiya, Reichisan Bhuiya,
Mushar Bhuiyan and Ghatwar
Bhniyan, Sevaral Kutumbas form an
exogamous unit called Khili or
Bansa, A village may comprise
members of one Khill or several
khillis. In the past, marriages within
the village were forbidden,
Broadly, the Bhuiya villages are
divided into two groups belonging
to Bandhu villages (cognatic) and
Kutumba villages (agnatic).
Marriage within the agnatic
villages, and villages belonging to
a single Khili is strictly prohibited.
Bhumia :

The tribe is divided into a
number of totemic exogamous
septs or Bansa, like Nag, Bagh, and
Surya. Ordinarily the Bhumia
villages comprising a single Bansa
practise village exogamy.

Bhumij :

The tribe is divided into four
endogamous groups, like Tamudia
or Tamaria Bhumij, Haldipokhoria
Bhumij, Teli Bhumij and Desia or
Dehuria Bhumij maintaining the
traditional hierarchy like caste
groups. Each section of the tribe
consists of a number of sub-groups
called Kilis, which seem to be
totemic and exogamous. For
example, the Tamadia Bhumij has
about 15 sub- groups or septs like
Hotalva (a kind of wild flower),
Tutia (a grass like rice plant), Sura
(a hug), Naga (snake), Tarai (lotus),
Marum (horse), Mati (earth) etc.
Marriage within the Kili is
considered incestuous.

Bhunjia :

* The tribe has two divisions:
the Chuktia Bhunjia and the Chinda
Bhunjia, The Chuktia section of the
Bhunjia tribe occupies the territory
of the Sonabera plateau, of the
present Nuapara district of Oissa.
The Chuktia- Bhunjia tribe is
divided into two moieties such as
the Netam and the Markam. Each
moiety forbids marriage within the., .
gens and follows the rules of
exogamy. Further every moiety is
sub-divided into a number of

exogamous Barages (Gens/
lineages) having specific titles. The
Netam moiety comprises ten
Barages and the Markam moiety
nine Barages.
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Binjhal :

The tribe is divided in to a
number of exogamous divisions
(Vansas) like Amri, Nag, Khusal,
Diguke, Kamati, Mahalinga, Bagha,
Marathhi, Endja, Bentakar etc.
Usually they use the titles like
Lartha, Endja, Mullick, Negi, Lahar,
Samni, Kharsel and Mahi.

Binjhia :

The tribe is divided into
seven exogamous sepfis.

Birhor :

The two sections of the tribe
are the Uthuls (nomadic) and the
Jagi (settled). The Birhor follow clan
exogamy. Their clans (Khili) are
named after different places and
totemic objects like Sinkhili,
Hembrum, Nagpuria, Mahali, Sikria
etc. A Tanda, temporary village,
compring one clan is exogamous.

Bondo :

The Bondo tribe is divided
into two totemic Bansas or moieties,
Ontal (cobra) and Killo (tiger),
which are exogamous in nature. The
Kuda or Manda (clan), the village,
Barajangr (group of 12 hill villages
locally called Sorubhai, and the
families having relationship of bond
friendship among the Bonda
practise exogamy. The names of the
clans are derived from the
functionaries Iike Bad-Naik,
Challan, Dhangda Majhi, Kirsani,

o 13 4

Sias, etc. The village leader is
known as Naik. All the Kuda in a
village worship a common
Sindabor (village deity) and obey
a common village head, Naik, and
magico-religious head, Sisa.

Dal:

In the past the tribe had six
exogamous divisions like Bhoi,

" Jhankar, Majhi, Mallik, Bisal and

Jani. Latter the Bhoi, Mallik, Majhi
and Jani divisions became
bifurcated in to two exogamous
groups. The Bhoi splited into two
exogamous units like Sat Gachhia
and Bar Gachhia. The Sat Gachhia
consists of seven lineages like
Guruska Bhoi, Jugaska Bhoi,
Libuka Bhoi, Chilmilka Bhoi,
Jadaka Bhoj, Jalangia Bhoi, and Sat
Malika Bhoi. The Bar Gachhia
consists of 12 lineages like Patara,
Mukta, Jabaska, Lipu Chika, Lurka,
Karka, Bharka, Bisal, Kuanr, Tilika,
Banjahlika and Thanapets.
Generally the two sub-divisions of
previous exogamous group are
known as Banjulka and Muktz, who
are also exogamous.

Dharna

The tribe is one of the several
septs of the Gonds. The Dharua are
divided into different exogamous
units like Soma (moon), Surya (sun),
Jadu, Kadamb, Ganhu, Garga which
are known to to have been of
Kshatriya stocks.
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Didayi :

The tribe is divided in totwo
exogamous moieties, each of which
is a totemic group called Gta. The
Nikhoo (tiger) moiety comprises
one totemic clan and the other
moiety comprises four totemic clans

like Mala (cobra), Goe (bear),"

Musali (crocodile) and Gel
(tortoise). Some of these clans are
subdivided into several sub-clans.
The Nikhoo Gta has surnames like
Gudia, Ghia, Dongar Majhi, Palasi,
Muduli, Muduli Palasi and Sig.
The surnames of the Mala Gta are
Ntar, Golpeda, Pujari, Gta, Palasi,
Truk, Snobe, Angra, Bisoi, Kusuah,
Melch, and Rimbi. The Goe Gta
uses surnames like Sanvasi, Bhoi,
Goloeda and Raipeda. The Musal
Gta useses the surname Kumbhei.
Each clan is sub-divided into
several lineage groups called Biria
headed by Maneng, who regulates
exogamy and represents the lineage
in the traditional village Panchayat.
Naik is the village headman,

Gadaba :

The tribe is divided into 5
divisions, like Bodo Gadaba,
Parenga Gadaba, Sano Gadaba,
Ollar gadaba and Kapu Gadaba.
The Gadaba are divided into a
number of phratries (Bonsos) like
Kora (sun), Nag (cobra), Bag (tiger),
Kolari (monkey) etc. Each Bonso has
a surname. A clan comprises a

]
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number of Bansos. The Bonsos are
exogamous and totemic. Naik is the
village headman. The Ollar
Gadabas follow the rules of
exogamy at the level of phratry and
clan.

Gond :

The Gonds are divided into
two different sections, the
Hinduised and acculturated one
and the primitive one. The
primitive Gonds live in
homogenous villages and have
retained their traditional culture.
The tribe is divided into four
exogamous phratries, each of
which is subdivided into a number
of totemic clans. The clans and the
brother-clans are exogamous.

Ho:

The tribe is divided into
different exogamous and totemic
clans or Kilis. Each Kili comprises
several exogamous groups. The
villages having several sections of
a Kili are exogamous. The Kilis like
Munda and Manki are the
aristocrats of the Ho villages.

Holva:

The tribe has territorial
divisions like Basarha,
Chhatisgarhia, and Marethia. In
Orissa they belong to Marethia
division who form a separate sub-
caste. The exogamous totemic
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i .
divisions of the tribe are called
Baragas like Manjur, Nages, Bagh
etc. People of these Baragas use
surnames like Siunia, Majhi, Naik,
and Bhal. People of the same
surname follow the rules of
exogamy. Naik is the secular head
of the village.

Jatapu :

The tribe is divided into ten
totemic septs, like Thorika (wild
fowl), Kadrika (wild fowl),
Mamdangi ( bull or cow), Addaku,
(Bauhinia raeemosa), Konda Gorre
(sheep), Navali Fitta (Peacock),
Arika (Paspalum scrobicul;atum),
Kolaka (arrow), Kutraki (wild goat)
and Vinka (white ant).The
tribesmen suffix their names with
surnames like Dora, Naika,
Samanta, Muduli and Jani. They
observe clan or Gotra exogamy. In
the past Naik the village headman
was the agent to the Zamindars.

Juang :

The tribe is divided into two
territorial divisions like the Thaniya
(inhabitants of the Juang-Pirh of
Keonjhar district) and the Bagudia
(who fled away). The Juang Pirh is
divided into six sub-Pirhs headed
by Sardars who in the past dealtlaw
and order and collected revenue.
They practise clan (Bok), Kutumba
and village exogamy. All the clans
are divided into two groups like
Bandhu and Kutumb.

= —§5)

Kawar:

The tribe has eight
endogamous sub-divisions like
Tanwar or the Tomora Rajputs
(Zamindars), Kamalnansi (stock of
the lotus), Paikara (fort soldier),
Dudh (Milk) Kowar, Rathia
(territorial group from Raigarh Ex-
State), Rautias (descendants of a
heardsman), Chentis (ants) etc. The
tribe comprises as many as 117
totemic and exogamous septs.
Kharia :

The tribe is divided in to
three social groups like Pahari
Kharia (the primitive hill dwellers),
Dhelki Kharia (the advanced early
comers and Dudh Kharia (the more
advanced pure Kharia). The hill
Kharias have no clans but the other
two sections of the tribe follow the
rules of exogamy at clan level. The
Dhelki Kharias have eight totemic
clans like Muru (tortoise), Soreng
(stone), Samad (deer), Barliha (a
fruit), Charhad (a bird), Hansda
(eel), Kiro (tiger), and Topno (a
bird). The Dudh Kharias have nine
clans like Dundung (eel), Kulu
(tortoise), Samad (deer), Kerkitta
(quail), Bilong (salt), Soreng (stone),
Baa (paddy), Tetetchoin (a bird),
Kiro (tiger), and Topno (a bird). The
village head of the Kharia is called
Padhan or Kalo, or even Bainga.
They have Parah Panchayat or
Kutumba Sabha headed by the
Dhira or the Dandia.

‘Banaja-2004\\

7,




\“

Kandha :

The Kandha tribe is divided
into three endogamous sections like
Dongaria kondhs of Niyamgiri hills,
Kutia Kondhs of Belghar area, and
the Desia Kondhs who inhabit the
plains and the coastal areas. The
clans and phratries (Ma-kuda units)
of Dongria Kondh society are
exogamous and prohibit marriages
between brother clans. Village and
Mutha exogamy is maintained. The
other mode of exogamy results from
the prohibition of further marriages
into the affinal kinsmen’s families
and lineage up to three generations.
Mondal is the territorial head and
Jani is the religious head.

Kissan :
The tribe is divided into
different totemic and exogamous
Bansos or clans like Lokada (tiger),
Bahata (wild dog), Bada (banyan),
Kind (a kind of fish), Tapo (a bird),
Kujur (a leafy plant), Minj (kite) etc.
Some of the clans are divided into
different exogamous sub groups.
Sian is their village secular
headman.

Kolha :

The tribe is divided into
different totemic and exogamous
clans or kilis. The village headman
is called Pradhan.

Koli, Malhar :
The Koli tribe is divided into
different exogamous Gotras, like

16 o

Gangalama, Sodasa, Nagesa etc. The
village headman is called Pradhan.
Patra or Kula Behera is the secular
headman. The Malhar tribe uses
different surnames like Behera,
Dehuri, Pradhan etc. The headman

is called Behera.

Kondh Dora :

The tribe is divided into two
exogamous groups known as
Pedda (big) Kondalu and Chinna
(small) Kondalu. The former has
totemic and exogamous divisions
like Naga (cobra), Bhag (tiger) and
Kochching (tortoise). The latter has
no titles.

Kora:

The tribe is divided into
different endogamous sections like
Dhalo, Malo, Sikharia, Badamia,
Suryabansi etc. and totemic groups
like Kaich, Nag, Makad, Khajur,

Dhan, Nun, etc. which are
exogamous.
Koya :

.The tribe is divided into dual

kinship-groups like Kutumam
(consanguineal) and Wiwalwand
(affinal). It comprises of five
phratries (Kattas) like Kowasi, Odi
or Sodi, Madkam, Madi and
Padiam. The Kutumam and the
Kattas are exogamous groups. A
phratry consists of a number of
clans with different names.
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Lodha :

The tribe has nine totemic
and exogamous clans or Gotras, like
Bugta/Bhukta/Bhakta, Mallik,
Kotal, Laik/ Layak/Nayak, Digar,
Paramanik, Dandapat or Bag, Ari/
Ahri and Bhiya/Bhunia. The village
headman is called Sardar.

Mahali :

The tribe is divided into a
number of exogamous and totemic
septs like Charbar (a tree), Duagri
(wild pig), Kathar Gach (jack tree),
Kerketta (a bird), Murmar (Nilgai),
etc. Majhi is the secular headman.

Mirdha :

The tribe is divided into a
number of exogamous and totemic
septs called Gotras like Macha,
Majhi, Bagha, and Kau but all
people use only one title, i.e.
Mirdha

Omanatya :

The tribe is divided into two
groups, like Bado (big) and Sano
(small). The Bado section comprises
exogamous clans like Sua (parrot),
Bhag (tiger), Kachhima (tortoise),
Naga (cobra), Sila (stone), Dhudho
(milk), Kumda, and Kukru (dog).
They sue different titles given by the
king, like Pradhani (executive
secretary to royal affairs) and Pujari
(worshipper of Gods). Kulanaki is

the head of Desh (confederation of
a number of villages). Naik is the
village headman.

QOraon :

The tribe is divided into five
endogamous groups like Bagra-
Oraon, Dhanka-Oraon, Kharia-
Oraon, Khendro-Oraon, and
Munda-Oraon. There are a number
of exogamous divisions of the tribe
like clans, Gotras, and Vargas,
which are totemic also. They are
Tiki (mouse), Lakda (tiger), Kerketa
(hedge sparrow), Gidhi (vulture),
Toppo (a fish), Kachchu (tortoise)
etc. The Mahato is the secular
headman. They have Parha
organization (confederation of 10
to15 villages) headed by Mahato of

the leading village.
Parenga :
The two endogamous

sections of the tribe, Kholei and
Parenga, comprise a number of
exogamous septs like sun, bear,
tiger, etc. Naik is their village
headman. In the past, the Naik was
collecting the revenue as an agent
of the Zamindar. Bhat Naik is the
regional head for a number of
villages.

Paroja :

The two broad divisions of
the tribe are Bado Paroja and Sana
Paroja. Bado Paroja section
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includes the Sodia Paroja group and
Bada Jodia Paroja or Parenga Paroja
group and the Sana Paroja section
includes the Barenga Jodia Paroja
and Konda Paroja or Selia (Chhelia)
Paroja. The exogamous totemic
septs or clans are Bagh (tiger),
Kachhim (tortoise), Bakda (goat),
Netam (dog), Gohi (lizard), Pandki
(dove) etc. Muduli is the secular
head of the village.,

Pentia :

The endogamous divisions
of the tribe are Bado (bigger) and
Sano (little). The Bado section is
divided into a number of
exogamous septs like Kurum
(tortoise), Bagh (tiger), Nag (cobra),

‘and Surya (sun). Bhata Naik or the

Kul Naik is the village head.

Santal :

The tribe is divided into a
number of totemic and exogamous
Paris or clans like Hansda (duck),
Marandi (a type of weed), Murmu
(cow) etc. Their kinship relations
classify them into two groups:
Kutum Pele and Bandhu Pele, The
Kutum Pele is exogamous. Majhi is
the head of the village council.

Saora:

The different divisions of the
tribe are Savara, Jati Savara or Malia
Savara, Aris, Arisi or Lombo
Lanjiya, Luara or Mul, Kindal,
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Jadu, Kumbhi, Kapu or Pallapu,
Sudho etc. Lanjia Saora is the
primitive section. It has Birinda
organization (extended families).
Gamango is the village headman.

Shabar :

The principal divisions of the
tribe are Jara Sabar, Vasu Sabar,
Patra Sabara, Ghumura, Kirat. They
practise village and totem exogamy.
Their village headman and
Padasabha headman are called as
Chhatisa and Bada Behera
respectively.

Empirical data in respect of
the above tribes discussed at the
minimal level above make it clear
that the principle of exogamy
governs the social divisions and
sub-divisions among them a great
deal. In addition they also follow
territorial exogamy. People of one
territory maintain a socio-cultural
identity of their own basically on the
principle of descent and consider
the people of other territories alien.
Thus ‘one’s own’ and ‘the other’ is
the guiding principle of inter-
marrying groups or social divisions
and sub-divisions. In maintaining
the social boundaries between
groups indigenous political
institutions play a decisive role.
Often these institutions are found
supported from above in order to
reinforce and reemphasize the
social boundaries. It may therefore

’Banaja—2004\

)

|‘




=

rF_be inferred from this that the
exogamous divisions within a tribe
are not necessarily bifurcation or
trifurcation of the tribe as a whole,
but rather the formation of a tribe
in many instances could have been
due to coalescence of and merging
between two exogamous divisions
and subdivisions. Thus, it can be
said that the formation of a
particular tribe under one banner of
social and cultural identity is
nothing but an adaptive strategy of
marrying out and living within. A
deeper study of the structural
aspects of the exogamous divisions
and their correlates of tribal societies
with reference to history can make
explicit their social and cultural
formations.

Marriage Negotiation :

The groom’s parents, but
never the bride’s, initiate the
marriage proposal in tribal
societies. In order to acquire a bride
for a prospective groom the parents
and their respective kinsmen, both
kins and affines do the search quite
early long before the marriageable

age of the boy and the girl. Searching -
a bride outside a descent group,

that is outside a clan or a maximal
lineage is the prescribed rule.
Within that prescribed limit people
exercise their preferences. Parents
may prefer to have a daughter-in-
law for their son directly from

1105

among their respective affinal
groups/ families or indirectly from
among the distantly related affinal
groups/families or from among the
unrelated groups/families beyond
the descent groups of their
recognition or even outside the
village or outside the ethnic
territory, in which case it may be an
exogamous clan territory or
territory at the level of a sub-tribe.
Preferential practices like marrying
one’s Mother's Brother’s Daughter
(MBD) or Father's Sister’s Daughter
(FZD) are notuncommon in most of
the tribal societies of Orissa, India
and the world. It may be pointed
out that cases of such preferential
marriages are mostly confined to
groups/families holding relatively
high social ranks and positions in
the economic or socio-political or
religious scale.

In the entire negotiation
process women play a significant
role. In the first phase of negotiation
the prospective groom’s mother, his
mother’s brother’s wife and father’s
sister become active and take the
lead. They in fact decisively
dominate and advise their men to
go ahead with the proposal
although at times they need the
mediation of men. In a very modest
way, in the first phase of the
negotiation, the three key women
relatives of the boy pay an informal
visit to the prospective bride’s
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village to convey the first message
to her parents that they are
interested in their daughter. Then,
in the second phase, the boy’s father,
his mother’s brother and father’s
sister’s husband pay a formal visit
to the girl’s family, make a valued
gift of toddy and broach the
proposal. If the girl’s parents accept
the first gift, it means that the
proposal remains under their active
consideration subject to meeting
other formalities and several other
customary rules and considerations.
The boy’s father, his close kinsmen
and friends thus in their successive
visits, which are mandatory, open
dialogues with the girl’s parents,
their kinsmen and friends. In course
of the negotiation, at one point the
boy’s parents and the girl's parents
put the matter in their respective
village councils for getting
necessary approval without which
they cannot go any further. It shows
how much the village community
is concerned with the marriage of
their boys and girls. Further, it
suggests that, in a tribal society,
where marriage negotiation is the
concern of the entire village
community, solidarity of the
villagers is made possible by rules
of descent groups in which case the
group members uphold rigid rules
of exogamy. Ideally, most of the
tribal villages/settlements are uni-
clan or uni-descent group in
composition. However, multiclan
or multi-descent  group
composition of tribal villages does

not negate the ideal norm, for the first
settler clan or descent group in a
village holds its sway and other
groups practically behave as if they
have merged with the former group
thus making it appear as if it has a
uni-clan composition. That is the
reason why in most of the tribal
societies village exogamy happens to
be the norm. In a tribal societal
context it is evidently clear how a
tribal village is more a social or ethnic
space than a geographical entity.
Marrying within the village, a unitary
social space, is proscribed since it
would be construed incestuous.
Following the same argument it can
be said why village endogamy and
also marriage between neighbouring
villages is discouraged even in Hindu
caste villages of many parts in Orissa
and India. Territorial exogamy
follows the same consideration of
ethnic space, for a territory in the
same parlance a wider social space.
Marrying out and marrying far, not
near, is the overriding concern that
remains at the level of the
unconscious structure of the Indian
society in general irrespective of caste
identities and tribes. However, these
elementary structures are quite
explicitly observed in the tribal
societies although obvious variations
do exist. Of course, there are
aberrations and deviations, but
changes in the structure of exogamy
could be explained with reference to
the same descent and affinity
principle.
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Although the paper does not
intend to go into the ethnographic
details of the marriage negotiation
process, it may be mentioned here
that in course of negotiations the
groom’s parents and his kinsmen
pay several visits to the bride’s
family, every time making gifts of
one or the other as per the
customary practices of the tribal
society concerned. Thus, the flow of
gifts from groom’s family to the
bride’s continues till the bride
finally joins the groom. After
marriage the flow of gifts takes
place in the opposite direction
although mutual gift making on
certain occasions are obligatory on
the part of the wife’s or the
husband’s families.

Marriage Gifts :

In India, it is well known
that, unlike in caste societies where
dowry, the marriage payment, is
made to the groom, tribal societies
make payment of bride price. In
fact, both dowry and bride price are
marriage gifts, which symbolize
status value. In caste as well as tribal
societies the statuses of the groom'’s
family and the bride’s family
receive differential treatment. In
other words, the groom’s descent
group and that of the bride’s, while
establishing marriage links, go by
their respective status values and
accordingly demand prescribed
status goods from one another. It is

W_‘},‘! o
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not the groom or the bride alone
who get the gifts, the kins and
affines of both the groups receive
gifts as well. The close kins and
affines of each group individually
get their respective shares of the gift.
The status position of each
individual in both the groups is
considered while making gifts. Gift
to a male/female kin or affine of the
groom by the bride’s family/
lineage and gift to a male/female
kin or affine of the bride by the
groom’s family/lineage have to be
made in accordance with the
relationship one holds with the
groom or the bride. Gift to a kin of
the groom or bride and gift to an
affine of the groom or bride are often
hierarchically graded. One can
afford to compromise with the
quality and quantity of gift made to
one’s own kin but simply cannot
compromise on those made to one’s
affines. The tribal and caste societies
alike maintain this hierarchical
consideration of superiority of the
affines. Affinesenjoy fomal statuses
and are always given formal and
elaborate treatment, Affines are
always considered ‘the other’ or
often the ‘the cordial other’ and
agnates one’s own. Thus gift making
in differential modes (agnatic and
affinal) attests the elementary
structure of marriage alliance that
takes place between two opposed
and variegated groups or alien
ones. Marriage alliances are
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peaceful contestations between
diverse groups who cannot but
have to strategically integrate
themselves under one banner and
consequently help in forming and
adopting a general code of conduct
under a commonly accepted
authority, which essentially leads to
formation of a society with a single
cultural identity. Thus one can
discover the blueprint of the
process of formation of any
individual society and culture by
studying the concrete facts of
marriage alliance and analyzing its
exogamous structure.

However, the flow of gifts
from one end to the other as well as
the nature and content of gifts made
every time, on each occasion varies
from society to society irrespective
of castes and tribes. For example,
the entire negotiation process of
acquiring a bride or acquiring a

oom can be divided into several
phases. Each phase is marked by a
certain flow of gifts. Although these
phases vary in concrete details from
society to society irrespective of the
caste and the tribe, they hold
equally true in both types of
society. It is commonly held that
tribal societies do have capture
marriages, but the practice of bride
capture and its variants can be better
understood as a phase in the entire
process of marriage negotiation.
However, capture is not an
aberration or a deviation, itis rather
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customarily accepted as a regular ]
practice for which there is always
certain degree of group consensus
and it can therefore be understood
as a positive practice. The flow of
gifts in phases from the groom’s
family to the bride’s can explain the
practice of capture better, for ideally
‘capture’ is a crucial event in the
process of gift making through
negotiation. In other words,
‘capture’ is necessarily a form of gift
action or a manifestation of reaction
to gift making.

Conclusion :

The foregoing presentation
of facts of marriage alliance drawn
from a number of tribes of Orissa
and discussions on marriage
negotiation and marriage gifts helps
one to arrive at the following general
remarks and conclusions:

1. The practices of marriage
alliance among the tribes of
Orissa show that one always
marries outside its clan or
clan-like descent group and
also outside one’s clan
territory. At the elementary
level, ‘marrying the other’ and
‘marrying out’ are the
governing principles.
Peoples’ consideration of
‘other group’ and the ‘other
territory” varies from society
to society but at the internal
structural level there appears
to be unanimity but no
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absolute differences. In other
words, at the structural level
one is a variation of the other.

In the marriage negotiation
process the phases are distinct
and conform to the established
ideals and norms that are in
practice in tribal societies,
starting from the initial phase
to the intermediate phase to
the final phase. However, the
phases  of  marriage
negotiations in caste societies
are often merged together and
their distinctiveness appears
to be blurred. However, in this
respect, caste societies in most
parts of highland Orissa more
or less conform to the tribal
mode while castes in coastal
Orissa follow the phases in an
inverted mode.

Marriage gifts carry the
message from one group to
another. The message is made
clear to the gift-receiver if the
gift-giver had treated them
earnestly as the affinal other,
relatively the superior other.
Any dereliction on the part of
the gift-giver turns gift into
poison. People calculate
every move in this direction.
One would surmise from this
how opposed groups had
formed allies and got
integrated into one system, a
system of body-society.

The nature and course of
marriage alliances with ‘other

Banaja-2004 \\

clans’ and ‘other territories’
vary from one tribal society to
another. Nevertheless,
structurally those alliances
share common elements. In
the same parlance, observed
variations in marriage
alliances in caste societies in
Orissa can be structurally
interpreted, which can
through new light on the
theory of tribe-caste continua.
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MARRIAGE CUSTOMS AMONG THE KONDHS

1. Introduction

The Kondhs are one of the 62
Scheduled Tribes found in Orissa
who boast of numerical precedence
and maximum spatial coverage in
Orissa. They account for around
18% of the total ST population
according to the 1991 census and are
distributed across Phulbani,
Ganjam, Kalahandi, Bolangir and
Koraput districts (undivided) and
inhabit such diverse geographical
locations as the hills and
mountains, plateaus, foot hills and
plains. The Kondhs were famous
because, even in the middle of the
19% century, when the Britishers
came into contact with them, they
were still practising the “Meria”
sacrifice. The earliest account
written on this tribe was by
Campbell and by McPherson .
These accounts though deal
extensively with the concept and
nature of the Kondh “Meria”
sacrifice and to what extent this had
been suppressed by the British
authorities, also throws light on
their life and culture. The origin of
the name of Kondh is doubtful, but
McPherson writes that it is derived
from the Telugu word “Konda”
which means a hill, and is a
derivative of the root “Ko or Ku”, a
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mountain. According to Russel and
Hiralal , the Kondhs refer to
themselves as “Kuiloka or Kuienju”
and their country was generally
known as the “Kondhan or

Kondisthan”.

Ethnically, the Kondhs
belong to the Proto-Australoid
racial stock showing a lot of
Mongoloid admixture. The
somatoscopic and anthropometric
data on the Kondh corroborate this
assertion. Five main sub-groups of
the Kondh can be identified, namely :

1) The Maliah Kondhs who live
in Phulbani and west Ganjam
districts speak Kui, a
language belonging to the
Dravidian language family.
The root of some Kui words,
as present research indicates,
are closer to Tamil than to
Telugu, despite the much
greater distance between the
two language areas. This
might throw interesting light
on the prehistory of both these
people and on the possible
authencity of the claim that the
Kondh are a pre-Dravidian
people. Many Kondh also
speak the state language,
Oriya.

—’.Banaja-2004\
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f_2) The Kutia Kondh live in the of the Maliah Kondhs. They
hills of south-west Phulbani are anaccultured group found
district, occupying six of the mainly in central Kalahandji,
seven  Panchayats of Bolangir and Dhenkanal
Tumudibandha Block and districts as well in the coastal
parts of Kotagarh Block. They plains.
speak a form of Kui, which

- differs somewhat from the 2.  Social Organisation
Maliah Kondh. Very few Kutia A Kondh famlly is
b able to understand patrilineal, patriarchal and
. patrilocal. The father is the head of
: , ., the family from whom descent is
4 angna SO prhabit traced anc); who exercises authority
th_e hlgh ey G thie over the other family members.
o l:ulls. 0 Ronuiest Residence is, therefore, patrilocal
e L L tth with a son bringing his wife to stay
bgrd_ers of the Kalahax}dl with him after marriage, while a
dl.StnCt e .speak Kol daughter leaves her natal family
ditegs @ leal, it HEos .Df after marriage. The most widely
th.em T e prevalent family type is the nuclear
vt the Dy Ianpaege. one consisting of the husband, wife
, ; and unmarried children. In some
4 The Badarin Konc.lhs, glde cases, the married brothers may
kriowm as_the I(uw. Kondhs  ocide together and form a
are fou'nd - the praln el partilineal extended family.
ViR lea'mgm nill. zamges, Polygynous family types are also
most'ly . Rayafggd.a A found where a person resides with
Mumguda. su.b—dwm}ons oij two or more wives, or in some cases,
K.O e istrich Thel.r Kuvi e the form of serial monogamy,
dialect is somewhat different i.e. taking on another wife after
frovmh’;hat Epoien by the}r death or divorce of his first wife. The
;ﬂg dhoursl,l the Dongrlla Kondh family is a cohesive unit
anths L i L with strong inter-personal relations
conversant in the Oriya among its members
language. = ) :
The most important and
9) The Desia Kondhs are functional descentgroupamong the
generally the migrant groups Kondhs is the clan, known as
lb g
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f ‘Kuda’, which combines patrilineal

descent with territorial organisation
or ‘mutha’ system. There are a large
number of clans like Nundruka,
Sikoka, Kadraka, Pusika, Wadaka,
Jakasika, Niska, Kandamaka,
Praska, Waralika, Palaka, etc. who
are again distinguished into brother
clans or phratries, and affinal clans.
The phatries, known as ‘Tai Bhai’
establish their brotherhood
mythically and hence marriage is
strictly prohibited amongst them.
Affinal clans, known as ‘Samadhi
Sehana’ are those with whom
marriage or affinal ties are possible.
The Kondh clans are, therefore,
exogamous units. A few clans have
totems and clan deities. The Kondh
clans also have some sort of clan
territory in the form of ‘Padar’. Each
clan is further sub-divided into a
few sub-clans, like the Bahmana
Sikoka, Dara Sikoka, Telenga
Sikoka are sub-clans of Sikoka, This
division is, however, hardly
functional among the Kondhs
today. The lineage known as ‘Kaja
Elu’ is a weak and almost dis-
functional exogamous unit, which
is not very well defined.,

The most operative of the
descent group is called the ‘Punja’
or the maximal lineage. Each clan
comprises 7 to 8 Punja, or even more
such as mandal, Naika, Bismajhi,
Jani, Pujari, Bada Raita, Raita, and

the like in hierarchically arranged
positions. These ‘Punjas’ get their
names from the position of the
village functionary who is a
member of the Punja. The Punja
members of the village help each
other in religious, social, economic
and political matters.

The Kondh kinship
terminology comes under the
Dravidian kinship terminological
system. The terminology for

different categories of kins indicates .

preference for marriage with cross
cousins. The terminology is both
descriptive and classificatory types,
in that while some terms are
exclusively used to refer to one type
of kin, others refer to many
categories of kins at the same time,
Avoidance relations between a
Kondh spouse and parent-in-law of
the opposite sex is found to be
widely  prevalent. Joking
relationships indicative of equality,
mutual reciprocity and potential
sexual relations are found among
the husband’s younger sister’s
husband and wife younger’s sister.
The second Category includes
grandparents and grandchildren,
both paternal and maternal, The
husband and wife teknonymically
address one another. Ritual
kindship bonds are also found
among the Kondhs which is
solemnised on a festive day and is
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extended to their respective Punjas.
A male ritual kin is known as ‘Sai’
whereas a female ritual kin as ‘Ada’.
The Kondhs also enter into ritual
kinbonds with the Dombs and
Panos, who are their immediate
neighbours.

‘In the Kondh society ,
marriage is a compulsory institution
for all elligible men and women and
is usually solemnized around the
ages of 22-25 among the men and
16-18 among the women . The
universal institution of marriage
among the Kondhs is bounded by
different marriage rules to bring
about effective regulation of incest.
They practise lineage and clan
exogamy very strictly because these
members are considered as
cousanguines. As is the
characteristics of all Dravidian
tribes, the Kondh prefer cross-
cousin marriages on both paternal
and maternal sides. But, parallel-
cousin marriages are strictly
prohibited as they are considered
consanguines. Although levirate
and sororate marriages are socially
accepted norms, in the Kondh
society. They prefer monogamous
marriage and practice it frequently.
Although polygynous marriage is
an accepted mode of acquiring
spouses, it is really evidenced, and
usually takes on the appearance of
serial monogamy where a man

marries another on the death or
divorce of the first wife.
Polyandrous marriages are,
however, tabooed in the Kondh
society. Even when such a marriage
does occur, itis usually of the junior
levirate and junior sorroate types .

As in almost all-tribal
communities, the Kondhs have a
system of bride price, or ‘Jola’ as it
is locally known. Fixing of bride
price is an important aspect of the
negotiation, and this may start from
a thousand rupees in cash to even
three to five thousand among the
economically well off Kondhs.
Apart from cash payment, bride
price also entails expensive gifts of
goats, pigs, cows or buffaloes,
clothes, a feast, and many measures
of liquor. Different categories of
kins, namely sister, mother's sister,
mother’s brother, father’s sister,
father’s brother, mother, father’s
mother and brother of the bride,
have a proportionate share in the
bride-price. In case of incapacity of
the groom’s parents to muster up
the bride price , his lineage
members , particularly his father’s
brother and mother’s brother, help
the most in arranging it . Relatives
attend the marriage at their
convenience and present their
customary gifts . All guests bring a
pig or a goat and “one or two”
manas of rice as gifts for the bride’s
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ff family . Mother’s brother presc'ent
some special gifts to the bride like
a pot, bell-metal plates , a small
pitcher , basket and items of dress
ornaments and cosmetics . He also
plays the most important role of
ceremonially surrendering the
bride to her in-laws in the ritual
called “Gandi Hurpina” er his
children. A barren or adulterous
wife may also lead to a divorce.

3. Marriage Customs

Most of the marriages take

place through the process of
negotiation in which the groom'’s
parents select a suitable bride from
a permissible and preferred
marriageble group . Other types of
marriage are by capture, elopement,
service, and exchange, but they are
not very frequent .The two mains
types of marriage or ‘Heidi’ found
to be prevalentamong the Dongiria
Kondhs are marriage by capture
and arranged marriage. Bride
Capture is a common feature in the
Dongria Kondh society involving
conflict and tension. The capture is
either sudden or preplanned.
Usually the would-be bride knows
of the planned capture. Capturing
the bride is generally resorted to
when the bride's father delays an
arranged marriage or when the
groom’s parents are unable to pay
a heavy bride-price demand by the
bride’s parents. The capture is not
always done by the groom. Infact,

= 28 4

the capture of his would-be bride.
He is assisted by his friends,
parents and villagers.

After capturing, the bride is
brought to the groom’s house. She
is given all the comforts and
hospitality by the groom'’s family.
By this time, the parents of the
captured bride come to know of the
capture and rush to the groom’s
village. They are accompanied by
the village elders. Since the bride’s
father has to agree to the marriage
after the capture, he cannot claim a
very high bride-price or ‘Modar’, as
it is called among the Dongria
Kondhs. The parents of both the
bride and groom and the village
elders of both villages decide the
bride price and the acceptance is
marked by the drinking of liquor.
The groom sometimes comes to
Seérve as a suitor-servant in his
would-be father-in-law’s house till
the time he is able to pay the entire
amount of the finalised bride price.

Once it paid, he can take back his
bride.

However, not all captures
are amicably settled. Sometimes the
girl has been forcibly captured and
she would try to escape back, Her
parents also bargain for a higher
bride price. But the most serious
dispute arises when the captured
girl has already been betrothed to

Banaja-2004
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somebody else. The arranged
groom together with his parents and
co-villages demand the would-be
bride and even resort to recapture
the girl. In most cases the girl is
brought back. If however, this does
not happen, then the bride’s father
returns the bride price which he had
taken after the betrothal.

Arranged marriages are
based on negotiation. The
negotiation starts from the groom'’s
side. The village messenger, the
Barika, is generally entrusted with
the task of finding out a good match.
After getting the information from
the Barika, the groom’s parents
decide to negotiate. In the first phase
of negotiation the female members
of the groom’s family go to the
bride’s house. This phase of
negotiation is known as Wenga. The
meeting is very formal and only the
ladies participate. Usually the
bride’s female relatives maintain a
hostile attitude, Other village ladies
as well as the friends of the bride
gather in the bride’s house and is
they participate actively in the
discussions. The marriage proposal
is, thus initiated.

The bride’s father then
informs the village elders about the
marriage proposal. In the next
phase, the negotiation is pursued
by the male members of the groom

and his relatives, who fix a dateand
proceed to the bride’s house. The
father of the girl participates in the

discussion and this phase of

negotiation is known as ‘Sidiwenga’.
This time also, the groom’s father
and relatives are hurled abuses in
the most vulgar language. All this
is tolerated by them and they return
back without any sign of agreement
and acceptance by the bride’s
family. The groom’s family goes for
a third time to the bride’s house.
Though they are similarly treated
and return back without any formal
agreement to the marriage by the
bride’s family, yet this visit by the
groom’s relatives is known as
‘Denawenga’.

A formal acceptance of the
marriage proposal is made when
the groom comes to stay with the
bride’s family working as a suitor
servant or ‘Karajawyen’ as the
Dongrias name it. The groom is
accompanied by his friends and also
brings gifts such as rice, liquor, and
a buffalo for the bride’s family. His
first task is to bring firewood from
the forests. His friends help him in
this task. After much trial of
strength, he manages to unload the
firewood in the bride’s house. His
friends return back and then begins
the most difficult period for a
Dongria groom. He is tortured to
the extreme and is made to work
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very hard by the bride’s family.
During this period, no one talks to
him, including the bride. After a
year or so, this barrier is gradually
broken down and the family
members of the bride as well as the
bride herself freely mix with the

groom. Now they are formally
engaged.

The next stage called
‘Wadakodan’ takes place when the
bride’s friends and relatives visit
the groom’s house. They are treated
to a lavish feast by the groom’s
father and they return back with
raw buffalo meat, After this, the
marriage negotiation reaches its
final stage, that of fixing up the
bride-price or Modar. On an earlier
appointed day, the kinsmen of both
the bride and the groom assemble
together. The bride price usually
paid in cash. In addition to meeting
the demands of the bride's parents,
the groom'’s parents have also to
satisfy the bride’s maternal uncle as
well the lineage members of the
bride. The total amount of the bride
price varies from Rs. 2000 to Rs.
3000/- and even in some cases
reaches Rs. 5000/-. Usually the
fixed bride-price amount is paid
then and there, although sometimes
itis paid after a day or two.

The date of the marriage
ceremony is fixed by the groom’s
father who informs the bride’s
parents. On the day of the marriage
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the groom and his friends, his father
and paternal and maternal uncles
and other kinsmen set out in a
procession to the bride’s village.

They are all offered liquor before -

they set out. On reaching the bride’s
village they are ceremonially
welcomed and provided a resting
place, usually the Sadar Ghar of the
village. The bridegroom does not
participate actively as he is dead
drunk throughout the day. The
dormitory friends of the bride bring
water in seven brass ports and keep
the pots over the already
constructed hearths. They bathe the
friends of the groom by anointing
them with turmeric-paste and warm
water. The groom’s friends, in turn,
put coins in a leaf cup which are
accepted by the bride’s friends.The
bride is then given a ceremonial
bath by her friends. She is anointed
with turmeric paste all over her
body and alsi oil is applied to her
head. After the bath, she puts on her
bridal attire and ornaments. Her
friends comb her hair and do her
facial make-up. the bride is now
ready to leave for the groom’s
village. She keeps the hen under
armpit and puts her head over the
shoulder of her friend. The return

journey is marked by melancholy
songs and dances. )

A ritual is performed after
crossing over the village boundary
of the bride symbolising her last
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obeisance to the deities. On the
way, the procession passes through
the clan villages of the bride whose
members see off the bride by
singing and dancing. On reaching
the groom’s village, the procession
is welcomed by the women folk.
The jani of the groom’s village
sacrifices hen on the right foot of the
bride before she enters the village.
The belief is that all the evil spirits
who have come with the bride are
driven away. A similar ritual is
performed to pay obeisance to the
ancestors at the centre of the village
to seek their blessings.

A ritual ceremony called
‘Kadatayat’ is performed in front of
the groom’s house. The right foot of
the bride’s younger sister is tied to
the left foot of the groom’s younger
brother with date palm leaves. The
hen brought by the bride under her
armpit is released. If the hen flies
away then the jani puts it down,
then the bride is considered to be
inconsistent in nature. On the other
hand, if it sits down quietly on the
ground, the bride is supposed to
be lucky and faithful to her
husband. The jani then feeds the
hen with grains of rice which has
been brought by the younger sister
of the bride. She is given an abusive
nickname if the rice grains are not
readily eaten by the hen.

-ET—

Again a mock fight takes
place between the friends of the
bride and the groom. Later the jani
opens the knot tied to the legs of the
bride’s younger sister and the
groom’s younger brother. He
throws turmeric water on to the roof
the house which trickles down over
the bride’s head. Only then is the
bride allowed to enter her new
home. No rituals take place on the
third day. The next day the bride
and groom are taken to the stream
and given a ceremonial bath. Then
they go to a mango tree where they
are blind-folded and asked to go
around the tree within a demarcated
boundary of cotton threads tied to
four poles. If the cotton threads snap
then is considered to be an
inauspicious sign for the couple.

The dhangdas of the bride’s
village are given turmeric bath by
the dhangdis of the groom’s village,
who pay back by giving coins in a
leaf cup. Everyone partakes of the
lavish marriage feast arranged by
the groom’s father. After this, the
bride’s party, excepting her
younger sister, return back to their
village. That night the bride and the
groom are allowed to sleep
together. On the seventh day, the
bride and groom, together with the
bride’s younger sister go back to the
bride’s house. They return after two
or three days, bringing with them
rice liquor, a hen, pig, goat, etc. The
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fgoat’s meat is shared by all the
villages of the groom’s village. The
heniskilled by the groom’s younger
brother in a single stroke, failing
which the bride gives him a funny
nick-name. The elder sister of the
groom also has a share of the liquor
and meat which is brought by the
bride.

Among the Kutia Kondhs,
marriage by capture (Tatanja) and
marriage through negotiation (Sedi)
are normally the most prevalent
marriage types. Marriage by
capture is the most common type of
marriage among the Kutia Kondhs
to avoid the payment of heavy
bride-price payments, The method
of capture is akin to the Dongria
Kondh already described. Marriage
through negotiation is a long
process and may be spread over
some years, The negotiations begins
with the parents’ of the bridegroom
and his nearest kin members go to
the bride’s village with rice and
liquor. On reaching the bride’s
house, they call out for the father of
the bride and offer him the rice and
liquor. This signifies that they have
come with a marriage proposal for
his daughter. If the father of the
bride accepts the gifts, then it
indicate an agreement to the
proposal and the girl is considered

their bride. The bride-price is, then
negotiated which is usually paid in
installments. The bride price
consists of grains, liquor, clothes,
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buffalo, goat, some amount of cash
as well as household materials. The
period between negotiation and
marriage is a transitional period and
negotiation may be broken down
during this period. In such cases,
the bride-price payments made by
the bridegroom’s family to the
family of the bride has to be
returned back.

After the full payment of the
bride-prices, the marriage date is
fixed by the groom’s family by
consulting the local astrologer,
“Kutaka”. On the day of the
marriage, the bridegroom, his kin
members, as well as his friends go
to the bride’s village. However, it
is not compulsory for the
bridegroom to visit the bride’s
village. On arrival, they are first
served Mohua liquor “Irpi Kalu”,
after which they are offered a lavish
feast serving both buffalo and goat
meat. Buffalo meat is mostly eaten
by the people of the older
generation. The bride’s father and
the groom'’s father sit together and
ceremonially partake the meat of
the buffalo, This signifies that they
arenow “Samdhi” a new kinship tie
due to affinal relationship. After this
the traditional “Sedi Jaani” is sung
and groups of dancers dance to the
tune. Meanwhile, amidst singing
and dancing, the bride is dressed
adorning the tradition attire and
ornaments by her friends.
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[ In the afternoon, the bride is

ready to go to the groom’s village
along with her kins and friends. The
priests, “Janis” of both the villages
take her to the altar of the “Dharni”
and blesses her. The bride, then
seeks the blessings of all her elders,
crying all the time. Her friends and
relatives accompany her to the
outskirts of the village where she is
again blessed by the “Jani” of her
village. The Jani spits on the bride’s
head to avoid evil eye and also
messages “Tolo” oil extracted from
Mahua fruits on her head. He
invokes all the gods and goddesses
to bless the girl in her new house.

A little further away, the
group stops near a “Sal Stump”,
about 10 feet high which her friends
have posted there. The bride is
asked to cling tightly on to the sal
stump. The bride friends and
relatives especially the women,
encircle her signing and dancing.
The women accompanying the
groom’s party try to rescue the
bride by breaking through this
circle. The tug of war goes on for
sometimes, after which the groom
party finally succeeds in pulling the
bride free. After this, the groom’s
party leaves for their village with
the bride and the bride’s party gives
them a tearful farewell.

The bride now comes her
husband’s village where she

\s

distributes the gifts which she has
brought along with her to both the
consanguinal and affinal kin
members of the groom. She also
gives the buffalo which is meant for
the common feast for the entire
village. For the next seven days, she
is not allowed to co-habit- with her
husband and stays separately as it
is a taboo to do. The eighth day is
much awaited by the bride as on
this day, her parents and kin-
members come to fetch her at her
husband’s house. They are similarly
treated with Mahua liquor and
partake in the feast arranged.
Singing and dancing takes place all
through the night. Early next
morning, the bride again
traditionally dressed and and walks
with bend head, her two palms kept
below her lower-jaw. The position
is regarded as the traditional veil.
The Jani blesses the bride who
leaves her husband’s village along
with her relatives carrying all the
return gifts for her kin members.
The bride continues to stay in here
father’s house till she is pregnant
Her husband visit her regularly and
takes her back with him to his house
after she becomes pregnant.

Similarly among the Padaria
Kondhs , Marriage by capture and
marriage through negotiation forms
the two main types of marriage .
Marriage through negotiation on
“Adi-amba” consists of the
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following phases among the

Padaria Kondhs . In the “Kadi-
hemba ~Kina” phase The groom'’s
paternal aunt or his sister usually
gives the information about the
bride so that more can be found out,
The groom’s parents consult the
traditional astrologer “Disari” as to
the auspicious time to make the first
visit. “Pade-Wengena” means “
asking for the bride”. In this phase,
the groom’s mother, sister, sister in-
law, paternal aunt, all go the bride
house to talk personally to her. She
is given all information about the
groom and his parents and then they
seek her approval. “Kalu-Unkai” or
accepting of liquor signifies the
acceptance of the proposal. The
groom'’s father, father’s brothers and
brothers with other male kin-
members to the bride’s house and
offer “Ariti or Mada Kalu” (Mohua
or Salap) liquor to the bride’s father.
If the proposal is accepted, the
female kin-members as well as
village elders like the head man
“Bismajhi” and priest, “Jani” are all
treated to a lavish feast arranged by
the bride’s father. The bride-price,
“Jola” is also now decided by both
the parties. After much bargaining
and with the intervention of the
mediator, both the parties amicably
settle down to a decision. The bride
price involves payments in kind
like liquor, goat, hen, pig, rice,
buffalo, clothes and ornaments. In

addition to these, cash payment,
traditionally, Rs. 25/- or so was also
made. The cash component has, of
course, increased manifold,

involving upto Rs. 3000 to 5000/ -
OT even more in some cases.

In the “Hani - Hena” phase,
the groom visits the house of the
bride and meets all her relatives.
The bride’s relatives also get an
opportunity to talk to their future
son-in-law. The bride also is
allowed to meet the groom. The
groom is served food without
chillies because chillies breaks the
proposal. “Watiriki - aaya” is the
phase, when the parents, sibling
maternal and paternal uncle and
aunt go to the bridegroom village.
They are all ceremonially
welcomed by the bride’s father and
offered new clothes. They also
partake in the feast especially
organised in their honour by the
bride’s father. Their wvisit
symbolises the fact that the bride’s
father has to be satisfied from all
points of view before handing over
his daughter to his future son-in-
law. The residence as well as the
.village where his daughter will

- hereafter live has to be verified

before actual marriage; hence this

visit. During the “Witi-hi-Kana”

phase, the bride-price payments
already negotiated and finalised,
are gradually paid up in a phased
manner by the groom’s family to the
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family of the bride. The final two

phases culminates in the actual
process of marriage rituals. The
groom’s party reaches the bride’s
house on the date considered
auspicious by the astrologer. The
bride is traditionally attired and
crying profusely when she leaves
her natal house and village to the
groom’s village. The phase is
known as “Itika-watu”.

In the next phase, “Lagan-
Kina”, the bride’s foot is placed
under the groom’s and marriage is
solemnized by the priest, “Jani” and
astrologer “Disari”. The maternal
uncle of the bride ceremonially
surrenders her into the hands of her
in-laws. After this, the bride and
groom pour turmeric water on each
other’s head. Then the couple is
taken inside the house, where
accompanied by joyous marriage
songs, the bride playfully measures
out an amount of rice and puts itin
the groom’s hand who reverses the
process, twice,. After the
completion of these ceremonies, the
bride is bathed by her husband’s

sister and the groom by is wife’s
sister. Finally a grand feastin which
all participates brings an end to the
marriage ceremony are arranged.
The bride’s friends and Kin

members return back to their .

village after three to four days and
are presented with new clothes by
the groom’s father . The final phase
of the marriage ceremony , known
as “ Ambapani-gadhua” , takes
place on the seventh day . The father
of the groom invites all the villagers
for the ceremony . The ceremonial
ritual consists of the pouring of
water and turmeric powder in
mango leaf —cups over the bride and
the groom by the shamanin ,
“Bejuni” under a mango tree .Then
the bride and the groom go around
the mango tree seven times . This
ritual signifies that the couple will
lead a problem-free life and trust
each other throughout their married
life .
40
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(Ethnographic studies on
different tribes reveal that the law
of marriage in its earliest evolving
phase was formed in consideration
to the social and natural restraints.
In many cases the unwedded
young people of the primitive
tribes used to enjoy their liberty in
lovemaking. The novelty and
striking aspects of the marriage
customs of the primitive tribes
reveal the prevalence premarital
love in primitive society, which in
most cases lead to selection of mates
for marriage. After marriage all the
primitive tribes consider their
members as full-fledged units. To
achieve the social status of a full-
fledged ones, a Birhor / Mankirdia
couple may exchange their clothes
stained with the blood from each
other’s finger in the marriage

ceremony, a Bonda boy may not
hesitate to marry his deceased
younger brother’s wife, and also he
may become a bonded labour, a
Didayi or a Dongria Kondh boy may
serve his would be father-in-law
on his field labouriously against
any adverse situations, a Soara boy
may dare to marry his youthful
stepmother (widow of his deceased
father), and a Soara would be priest,
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Trilochan Sahoo

-
i MARRIAGE CUSTOMS OF THE PRIMITIVE
TRIBES IN ORISSA
Synopsis : may marry to a Spirit visiting in-

constant dreams to him, a Chukta
Bhunjia girl may marry an arrow
before her actual marriage takes
place, and a boy of the community
may nof pay any bride price at all.

Interestingly, most of the
primitive tribes may have the
curious practice of ceremonial
capture in marriages, , Cross cousin
marriages, accepting more or less
junior as husbands , and a few
wealthy tribal people may have
plural wives and  after
disassociation of families a few
number of old aged widowers may
marry to widows, even at the
aftermath of their state of
menopause. The custom of paying
the bride wealth to acquire mates by
the primitive tribes gives birth to the
phenomena of bonded labour
system, service in would be father
in law’s house, elopement with the
beloved ones etc .On the contrary
the dowry system is being
introduced among the well to do
families of the primitive tribes of
Orissa. Further, their marriage
customs are changing due to
educational advancement,
impacts of Hinduization and
modern encroaching forces like
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industrialization, urbanization etc.,
and that demand more researches
on this very aspect.)

Context

. The research works by different
Institutions, Anthropologists and
Scholars have been providing
ethnographic accounts on the
marriage customs of the primitive
tribes right from 1889 up to 19%4.
The theme of this paper, ‘the
marriage customs of the primitive
tribes’ is an omnibuses form of some
of the previous ethnographic
studies on different tribes of Orissa.
It sketched the tribal cultural
distinctiveness and their subtle
variations in the rules of primitive
custom of marriages. Besides, the
first hand observations of this writer
on the marriage customs of the
primitive tribes like Birhor, Hill
Kharia, Mankirdia etc. in and
around Similipal Forests of
Mayurbhanj district of Orissa are
incorporated in the text along with
the scrapes of the relevant
ethnographic literature so as to be
exemplified in this paper. At places
the marriage customs analysed
earlier and observed latter seem to
be corroborating with each other..

Officially, 13 tribes or parts
of the tribes have been identified as
‘Primitive Tribes’ in the state of
Orissa so far. They are Birhor,

37 o

Bonda, Chuktia- Bhunjia, Didayi,
Dongria- Kondh, Hill- Kharia,
Juang, Kutia-Kondh, Lodha, Lanjia
Saoara, Mankirdia, Paudi- Bhuyan
and Saora.Besides, the ethnographic
studies on some other tribes or parts
of the tribes like Erenga-Kolha,
Gadaba, Koya etc provide
identification of their primitiveness.
Thus all the above tribes or sub-
tribes may be considered as
‘Primitive Tribes’.

The framework of the paper
is based on the following outline,
which discuss the marriage customs
and means of acquiring mates and
the ancillary behaviour character of
different primitive tribes of Orissa,

e  Authority, Morals and Union
of Sexes

e Early Betrothal / Arrow
Marriage / Marriage with
Sprit

¢ Rules of Endogamy and
Exogamy
Cross-cousin Marriage

e  Plural marriages
Ceremonial Capture in
Marriage / Marriage by
capture

e  Bride Wealth and Marriage by
Service

*  Junior Husbands / Marriage
with deceased younger
brother’s wife / Marriage with
Stepmother

*  Marriage after Menopause
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fc Hindu Elements in Tribal
Marriage and Changes
¢ Conclusion

It may not be out of context here to
reproduce the terms (native
tongues) for the marriages of the
different primitive tribes.

Marriage Terms in the Tongues of

Primitive Tribes

Primitive tribe

Marriage term in tribal tongue
Mother tongue

Tribal language group
Bonda Sebung
Remo Munda
(Austroasiatic)

Birhor/ ankirdia  Bapla
Birhor Munda
(Austroasiatic)

Chuktia Bhuniia ~ Byhaghar
Chatisghari+Hindi (Indoaryan)

Didayi Toso
Gata Munda
(Austroasiatic) |
Dongria Kondh  Heidie
Kui (Dravidian)
Eranga Kolha

Ho /Kolha Munda
(Austroasiatic)

Hiil Kharia Bibha
Kharia Munda
(Austroasiatic)

Juang Kania
Juang Munda

—

(Austroasiatic)

Kutia Khond Pendul

Kui / Kuvi (Dravidian)
Koya

Koya (Dravidian)
Lanjia Soara

Soara Munda.
(Austroasiatic) -
Lodha

Oriya (Indoaryan)
Ollar Gadaba Odur

Ollari (Dravidian)
Paudi Bhuyan Bibha

Oriya (Indoaryan)
Soara

Soara Munda
(Austroasiatic)

Marriage Customs:

Authority, Morals and Union of
Sexes

“The authority of a man over his
wife or daughter consists largely on
his permitting or restricting sexual
conduct of their part’(Wake: 1889).
While young the girls belong to
their parents but after puberty they
belong to the villagers. “The
unmarried girls though biologically
belong to the parents but
sociologically all the unmarried
girls are viewed to be the property
of the Bandhus. They are kept in
Custody of their parents and taken
care of till marriage but as soon as
the Bandhus want to take
possession of their property, the
parents are obliged to part with
them” (Patnaik and others, 1980:85).
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Cognizance of such authority
in primitive society relates to
marriage morals. The morality has
two sides, the objective phase and
the subjective phase. The subjective
phase of sexual instinct concerns the
union of the sexes in marriage and
the objective phase of the instinct
relates to the result of this union, the
off springs of the marriage. The
former is at the base of marriage and
the latter is at the foundation of the
idea of kinship upon which the
marriage rules are determined. The
family is the result of the sexual
union of individuals. Family forms
the unity of society. Thus the
formation of society itself depends
largely on the marital relationships
between the sexes.

In the earliest period of
man’s history the sexes live together
in a state of promiscuity followed
by a recognized law of marriage.
Darwin, on the basis of views of
others said, “It seems certain that
the habit of marriage has been
gradually developed and that
almost promiscuous intercourse
was once extremely common
through out the world”. However,
his independent opinion expresses,
“it is extremely improbable that
moral men and women lived
promiscuously together”. All sexual
conduct, which was primitively
regarded as right and proper, was
not opposed to any social restrains

—-&Janaja-2004h

or to any natural restraints of the
tribal societies. The social restraint
arises from the claim of parents or
others to have a right to control the
conduct of the females of their
family groups and the natural
restraint from the feeling that person
closely related by blood should not
intermarry. In considering these
restraints the law of marriage in its
earliest phase was formed. This
statement still holds good today as
would be seen in the phases of
sexual instinct among the Primitive
tribes of Orissa. “Among primitive
people any sexual conduct is
allowable as long as it does not
interfere with the rights of the other,
or is not opposed to the restrictions
arising from blood relationship”
(Wake, 1889). Hereunder are the
examples of Dongaria, Birhor and
Mankirdia primitive tribes.

The very existence of
dormitory life among the Dongria
Kondh of Niyamgiri hills of South
Orissa and the socially permissible
premarital sexual conduct of their
adolescent spinsters and bachelors
does not affect the morality of an
individual, either subjectively or
objectively. Subjectively it helps
promote the selection of mate and
objectively, the off springs of the
marriage have no sexual restrictions
before marriage, like their parents
when they were children, and that
is the rules of society without
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r infringement of the morality of the
individual. In other words, the
Dongria endeavor to ensure
chastity among the young by
providing a dormitory for the
unmarried maidens and allow
much freedom of union of sexes.
This may be to promote marriage
by stimulating contact between
sexes. Needless to say that in the
union of sexes, there is no coercion
rather it is voluntary, repetitive and
the process leads to selection of
mates for marriage.

As my observation goes,
among the kolarian Birhor and
Makirdia of the North Orissa the
maidens are left free while the
wives are strictly watched and they
are expected to be faithful to their
husbands. About more than a
decade ago, it was reported that one
Hill Kharia man committed
adultery upon a maiden of
Mankirdia. The case was settled
according to the customary law of
Mankirdia resettled at
Kendumundi village of Karanjia
Block in Mayurbhanj district.
According to the rules of the
Mankirdia the maiden did not do
any action thatbreaches the morality
of the society, as she had no consent
on the immoral act. Though it is not
a sin of the maiden, she had to loose
the tribal rights due to the sexual
contact of a non- Mankirdia, which
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the tribe. In other words, the Hill
Kharia man had infringed the rules
of Mankirdia by committing
adultery, a crime against the
Mankirdia society. The Hill Kharia
man respected the penal sanctions
of Mankirdia society and borne the
expenses of purificatory rituals of
the maiden and became her God-
father, and the maiden resumed her
tribal rights. Latter, this writer had
observed the marriage ceremony of
the Mankirdia maiden.with a
Mankirdia boy, where the own un-
weded daughter of the said Hill
Kharia man had played the role of
a younger sister-in-law of the
Mankirdia groom as Fula, the ritual
friend of the bride.

The Bachelors’ dormitories,
(Majeng) of Juang and (Mandagarha)
of Paudi Bhyuiyan provide scope
for its members to make friendships
and love between the two sexes.
Loveleads to bride capture with her
consent or elopement OrF
impregnation of girl or even by
negotiation. Mostly sexes in love
marry. The parents and societies of
Juang and Paudi Bhuiyan approve
it for the girl is the property of the
Bandhus (in Paudi Bhuiyan
society). ‘If you do not come to our
village then let your own brother
marry you'. This is an appeal for the
girls’ consent in a joking manner
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while inviting the girls of Bandhus’
villages for dancing. “At the dead
of the night ...... the boys take the
girls to a secluded place for the
messaging. While getting messaged
a boy may fondle the breasts of the
girls, but the joking behaviour does
not lead to actual sexual
indulgence”(Rout, 1969:70). This
shows love approved by the Juang
society. Sexual alliances are looked
upon with a very lenient eye, since
where there is consent union of
sexes is treated as unobjectionable.

The followings give accounts
of moral and romance in Didayi
society. “The girl drift from romance
toromance. .... The formal wedding
ceremony does not always initiate
a life long partnership. Itis only to
be inaugurated after further sexual
escaped. Marriage and motherhood
is not always strong enough to keep
a girl bound to the marital shackles.
The Didayi girl flirts from pleasure
to pleasure before she settles down
to the home life. 37% and 26% of the
young girls choose to be
domesticated only with second and
third husband respectively. .... The
fact of being saddled with a
husband does not necessarily
hamper a girl from having affairs

have to be circumspect and
discreet. If the affair reaches to the
year of the legal owner of the girl,
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outside the wedlock. But the lovers:

the wife may be beaten, and there
is shooting, exchange of filthy
abuses, war dances and
compensation paid to the
aggrieved party in shape of rice and
money. .... As far as possible they
wink at moral aberrations” (Guha &
Others, 1968:101).

Pre-marital relation is not a
serious offence in the Soara society.
For Soara “Pre-marital relations are
not a serious aspersion in the society
and a girl who becomes pregnant
before marriage does not find it
difficult to get herself married”
(Sing, 1984:22). “If a girl prior to her
marriage becomeés pregnant or had
some abortion, no body takes
serious notice of it. In fact no slur is
attached and it is not at all difficult
for arranging marriage for such a
girl, However the person
responsible for  pregnancy
normally marry the girl” (Patnaik;
ed., 1989: 34,35).

The customary rule of the
Bondo does not allow their
bachelors and maidens to have
premarital sex. Any deviation to the
custom is seriously viewed and the
deviants are severely punished. “To
them sexual intercourse in the pre
marital period implies a serious
intention: it is most equivalent to a
betrothal” (Elwin, 1950:71,72). “But
even pregnancy resulting from
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ﬁdventures in the selani dingo is no

very great misfortune; most likely
the girls lover will marry her, but if
he does not, neither he nor the girl
will draw upon themselves a fine
or any other unpleasantness. It is
said that insuch a case the girl has
no difficulty in finding someone
else to marry her and accept her
child as his own. In neither event are
weeding ceremonies hurried, for
there is no objection to the child
being bornein the house of the girl's
parents” (Haimendrof, 1943:170,171).
The little liberty relating to
premarital sex of the yester years
has been completely withdrawn.
The Bonda society now lays moral
emphasis on the chastity of the girls
prior to their marriages.

Early Betrothal, Arrow Marriage
and Marriage with Sprit

Early betrothals: Early betrothals
are customary in the Dongria Kondh
society, Child marriage is not a
custom among them but
negotiation starts when the groom
is a child. Nayak observes that the
marriage negotiation of Dongria
starts at the earlier age of (6 years).
Initially the mother of the boy in a
group of female relatives proceed
to the girls house and the villagers
of the latter scold the group of
females in filth language and deny

to give any girls of the village, It is

e e
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very customary for the parents of a
girl to betroth her in marriage at a
very early age (1989: 140). Child
marriage brings and enhances
prestige of the Juang family but it
is a very rare practice among the

Juang.

Arrow Marriage: Neither early
betrothal nor early marriage, but a
special type of marriage of pre-
puberty girls, i.e. arrow marriage
(kundabara) is seen among the
Chuktia- Bhunjias. This marriage is
communally held for all the girls of
10 years at a village in a day. The
girls take a ceremonial bathe, and
then walk seven times around an
arrow fixed on the ground and then
a community feast is followed.
Their affine and consanguine
relatives attend the marriage
ceremony of the girls. “Unless the
kundabara ritual is celebrated no
girl marries and once a girl has
undergone this ritual, she is
forbidden to take food in the house
of other and market place” (Patnaik
& Others, 1984:48). Pre-puberty and
puberty rites are a necessary
condition for the girls to undergo
before they are married. This ritual
enhances the social status of a
maiden as a symbol of an adult
woman, who is debarred to take
food from others and market places.
Thus for the girls’ social maturity
comes earlier than their biological

)
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maturity. But the Chuktia - Bhunjia
continue to have the practice of
kundabara, a community festival of
marriage for all the unwedded girls
of the village at 10 years of age.

Marriage with Sprit: An
adolescent Soara boy, a kudan in
future, who is troubled in dreams
by a female spirit constantly,
marries the spirit visitor of his
dream. This marriage is very
important occasionand attended by
various religious dignitaries and
guests all around. After the spiritual
marriage, the boy becomes a full-
fledged kudan (shman, priest,
prophet and medicine man) “The
spiritual marriage of a kundan
however does not debar him from
taking an earthly wife” (Patanik,
1989:50). Adult marriage is the rule
for almost all the primitive tribes.

Rules of Endogamy and Exogamy

Every primitive tribe in
Orissa is endogamous, seeing that
it's member have no occasion to
marry outside of the tribe.
Breaching of the rule of endogamy
leads to serious consequences of ex-
communication from the tribe and
loss of fribal rights. The Chuktia-
Bhunjias are strictly endogamous.
But a little exception is found in
their marriages. There is no
restriction in marriage between a

Bhunjia. The Chuktia Bhunjias are
a clean and pure section of the
Bhunjia tribe. So when marriage
between the two sub sections takes
place a rite called dudh-pani is
performed. An affinal relation
washes the month of the bride (from
Chinda- Bhunjia) with milk and
makes her clean before she is taken
in as a member of the Chuktia-
Bhunjia groom'’s family.

According to Morgan
exogamy is merely the rule that
intermarriage in the gens is
prohibited. It was a reformatory
movement to break up the
intermarriage of blood relations,
“The abhorrence of consanguineous
marriages seems to be common
among primitive tribes and
exogamy can be most rationally
referred to marriage out of the
genes, clans, or group of kindred
arising from that feeling of
abhorrence. Exogamy was the
natural consequence of the
segmentation of an original
commune, and the institution
thereby of class divisions
embracing both the two resulting
communes were exogamous to each
segment but endogamous as to the
whole” (Howitt, 1880:360). As for
example, the Bonda tribe is divided
into two totemistic moieties, ontal
(cobra) and killo (tiger) and both the
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fmoieties are exogamous in nature
and embrace each other in marriage.
Like wise the Chuktia- Bhunjia tribe
is divided into two moieties such
as the Netam and the Markam. Each
moiety forbids marriage within the
gens and follows the rules of
exogamy embracing each other in
marriage. Besides all the divisions,
gentes as well as classes, of the
primitive tribes including the
Bonda and the Chuktia-Bhunjia are
strictly exogamous. The kuda (clan),
the village, Barajangr (group of 12
hill villages other wise known as
(sorubhai) and the two families
having relationship of bond
friendship among the Bonda society
follow the rules of exogamy. Among
the Chuktia-Bhunjias the lineages
(baragas), which a moiety comprises
of are exogamous. Unlike Bonda
the Chukita Bhunjia villages are not
exogamous as they are of
heterogeneity in composition of
moieties. The Chuktia Bhunjias say,
“There is no village without
bandhus (affines)”. The rule of
exogamy is observed by the Juangs
at the level of clan, non-marring-
clans (Kutumba) and at village. The
clans and phratries (Ma-kuda units)
of Dongria Kondh society are
exogamous and prohibit marriages
between brother clans.

“Itisa common practice that
Dongria kondh will never marry in

N

e
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his own village or hamlet even
though clan members other than his
own do reside there. Village
exogamy is maintained to such an
extent that they do not visit the girls’
dormitories of their own village
Thus the maintenance of village

exogamy is one of the strongest

expresion of integration among the
residents of a village, who behave
almost like a kin-group. The other
mode of exogamy results from the
prohibition of further marriages

‘into the affinal kinsmen’s families

and lineage up to three generations
”(Nayak, 1989:149,150). Thatis why
the Dongria Kondhs initiate
marriage proposals with non-kins.

The whole tribe of Paudi
Bhuyan is endogamous. But village
exogamy as observed by them is
based on clan (khilli) exogamy.
Basing on this rule of clan exogamy
the kutumba or agnatic villages are
also exogamous in nature. Among
the Soara there is no clan exogamy
for they have no clans. Neither they
follow exogamy at village level.
They only follow extended family
exogamy. The Koya society is
divided into dual kin-groups of
Kutumam (consanguineal) and
wiwalwand (affinal). It comprises of
five phratries known as kattas
(exogamous groups) A Koya
belonging to a particular phratry
can choose a wife from the rest of
the four phratries “each group
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f believes to have descended from a

common ancestor and identified
with their respective totems”
(Mohapatra, 1970:44). The clan in
Juang society is exogamous and
each clan has a number of
associated Kutumb (non-marrying)
clan in which marriage is not
possible (Rout, 1969:49). The
Mankirdia and Birhor fallow clan
exogamy and tanda (temporary
settlement of leaf hutments)
exogamy. The Kutia Kondh and
Didayi also follow the clan
exogamy. The Ollar Gadabas of
Koraput strictly follow the rules of
exogamy at the level of phratry and
clan. The Hill Kharias of
Mayurbhanj are not regulated by the
rules of clan exogamy butare strictly
endogamous in so far as their own
sub tribe is concerned. The kolhs

practice clan exogamy.
Cross Cousin Mérr.iage

Most of the primitive tribes
practice cross cousin marriages, 1.e.
marriage with mother’s brother’s
daughter or father’s sister’s
daughter. Both patrilateral and
matrilateral cross cousin marriages
are prevalent among the Ollar
Gadabas and Koyas. In both the
societies a man’s mother in law may
be his mother’s brother’s wife or his
father’s sister, which shows that they
practice cross cousin marriage In fact

the Bondos do not have such
marriage practice. The Eranga
Kolhas prefer cross cousin marriage
but the Paudi Bhuiyans do not
prefer such type of marriage.
Among the Juang, marriage
between own mother’s brother’s
daughter and father’s sister’s son is
avoided but one can marry
preferably one’s classificatory
mother’s brother’s daughter or
father’s sister’s son. The Didayi and
Soara practice only maternal cross
cousin marriage (i.e., marriage of a
boy with mother’s brother’s
daughter). Cross cousin marriage is
in vogue among the Chuktia
Bhunjias and Hill Kharias but
marriage between agnatic cousins is
tabooed.

The preferential matrimony
in the Didayi society is the union of
a boy with his mother’s brother’s
daughter. When a Didayi boy does
not wed his mothei’s brother’s
daughter, he takes permission from
his maternal uncle, and keeps him
obliged with money and drinks. A
Soara boy does not like to marry his
father’s sister’'s daughter as a
woman after her marriage continues
to be a member in her father’s
birinda. So Saoras are not quite
found of such marriages. In Saora
society marriage is possible with
mother’s brother’s daughter
(maternal cross-cousin). Only those,
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r who fail to get bride elsewhere,
select one of maternal cross cousin
for marriage.

Plural Marriages

Among the Primitive tribes
of Orissa monogamy is the rule and
polygamy the exception. The
marital relations wherein one man
has several wives, sisters or other
wise usually called polygamy or
polygyny. The practice of
polygamy among the primitive
societies world over account for
sterility of first wife, long suckling
period of wife, sexual requirements
in hunting and pastoral activities,
accidental scarcity of men and

luxury or sensuality of opulent
men.

Plenty wealth widens the
range of matrimonial choice.
Abundance may be the chief
inducement to the practice of
polygamy. The pastoral Koyas, the
Dongria ~ Kondh  (swiden
cultivators) and the Saora (terrace
cultivators) amidst the rule of
monogamy allow polygamy. Their
societies allow a man to marry
several wives. Thus polygamy is
more frequently practiced among
them. Many Saoras have got more
than one wives. Sometimes the
number has gone up to nine but
three to four wives are common,_ “T¢
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is a sign of prestige and prosperity \
on the part of Saora to have more
than one wife. It also implies
expansion of hill cultivation and
greater accumulation of food grains
quarrels and competition among
the wives to gain favour of the
husband is common. Polygamy
also helps in sexual maladies”
(Patnaik, ed., 1989:40).

Monogamy is the rule of
Koya tribe but many of them have
polygamous marriage.
Polygamous marriage in the Koya
society was possible for those who
were economically better off.
Polygamous marriage is desired by
the rich Koyas to get the economical
helps of wives in hill cultivation.
Besides, as the husbands in many
cases are junior in age and remained
youthful and vigor when the former
wife turn old but the latter wives
extend good conjugal life. And that
is why a Koya feels himself a man
of position and status by marrying
more than one wife.

It is not considered proper
among the Paudi Bhuiyans, Chuktia
Bhyunjias, Hill-Kharias, Birhors
and Mankirdias to have two wives
at a time. Their societies allow a
Inan to marry a second wife if the
first is infirm and incapable of
conjugal functions and that too with
the consent of the first wife.

—
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f Nayak says, “54% of the
families are polygynous among the
Dongria Kondhs” (1989: 207). The
Dongria Kondhs have polygyny
and extended families with status
distinction. The Koya system of
sorroral polygyny allows a man to
marry the younger sisters of his first
wife, whether dead or alive, one
after another. “It is strange that the
Juangs are of the most primitive of
the hill tribes of India, practice
polygyny only where a man has no
family by his first wife” (Wake
1889,203).

The poor and semi-nomadic
Mankirdias of Similipal hills in
Mayurbhanj district do not support
a second wife and thus generally
practice monogamy. Where as the
. Hill Kharias of the said area who
can support a second wife can
remarry. I observed a Hill Kharia
man of Ramjodi village inside the
Similipal hills who happens to be
son of Pradhan (secular head of the
village) and Dehuri (Priest of the
village) and to be the owner of
sizable cultivable lands has two
wives, both are alive, and are
enjoying conjugal life. There are
children from both the wives (987-
1993). Both the wives use to help
their husband in agricultural
activities and minor forest
collection.

“A Didayi man is allowed to
marry not more than two wives. If
he wants to bring a third wife, he
has to be gotrid of one of the former
two wives. Buthe can onno account
bring a second wife without the
consent of the first one” (Guha &
Others, 1968:127).

Ceremonial Capture in Marriage /
Marriage by capture

There is curious custom of
marriage by capture among the
primitive tribes. In some tribes the
existence of such a practice of
acquiring mate in the past has
gradually become a mock capture,
and mock fight forming a necessary
part of the marriage ceremony. This
symbol of capture at weddings
became a recognized ceremony
among the Dongria kondhs, Juangs,
Kondhs, Koyas, Paudi Bhuiyan,. etc.

“The form of capture as a
wedding ceremonial is found in
India among the hill tribes...
Among the Kondhs of Orissa the
bridegroom, accompanied by a
number of friends himself carries off
the bride not withstanding the
desperate attacks of a party of
young women who follow,
throwing stones and bamboos at
him, until he reaches his own
village, when they run away home
screaming and laughing” (Dalton,
1872:319). |
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system of marriage of the Koyas a
boy carries off a girl with the help
of his friends while in the forest or
field where compensation has to be
paid to the girl's father. The capture
ceremony in the wedding of the
Koya is like this that a regular
struggle ensues between the bride’s
party and groom’s party. With
much difficulty the girl is snatched
away from the bride’s escorts. A
song of the Koya ‘Arrmirranad pat/
(running on the way) reveals an
interesting custom of the bride
capture among the Koyas. The girl
sings very obscene verses by way
of depreciating the physical
features and attributes of groom.
When the girl is snatched by the
groom'’s party thereis a competition
in singing songs “though this has
become a formal song it indicates
anold custom of actually capturing
a girl and carrying her away while
the girl weeps and calls on her
kinsmen to save her from the group
of men” (Mohopatra, 1968: ).

Among the Bhuiyan and
Juang weddings muck fights are
fought between the girl’s and the
boy’s parties. The latter tries to
capture the girl whereas the former
tries to defend her. This is the
ceremonial capture in the wedding
process of the two tribes. The ghicha
(marriage by capture) of the Paudi
Bhuiyan is like the digar kania of
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Juang. The difference between the
two tribes is that after the capture
of the girl the concert of the girl’s
parents and villagers for her
marriage is taken by the Juang, and
before the capture of the girl by the
Paudi Bhuiyan. The captured girl is
termed as cow and the boy as tiger.
The villagers and parents of the girl
are informed about the capture with
the expression i.e., ‘the girl was
lifted by a big tiger’ or ‘one cow of
this village has beeneaten by a tiger’.

Capture marriages, de-facto,
exist among primitive tribes like
Bonda, Paudi Bhuiyan, Juang,
Dongria Kondh etc. The capture is
concerted either by the girls or by
her parents or even by the villagers
and is preceded by a contract of
marriage. Marriage by capture (reje
ahpa) is frequently found in Dongria
society. Nayak observes that each
Dongria Kondh must more or less
have captured a girl. Marriage by
negotiation sometimes turns into
a capture marriage. It happens if the
father of the girl engages the groom
in service for more than the usual
term and delays the marriage
celebrations. Here the boy makes
love to the girl and takes her away
to his house. In order to avoid high
bride price some grooms with the
consent of the girl capture her and
takes her into his house. Once the
girl is captured no body takes her
and after the capture the groom
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serves in his father-in-law’s house
and pays him the bride price latter.
In spite of good hospitality and
comforts provided to the captured
girl, she waits for the opportunity
to run away. Sometimes one’s
father, brother and friends capture
the girl for the boy. In case of
attempt of the girl to escape she
loses her teeth, the boys their ear
pinna. In order to avoid the high
bride price the groom undertakes
the hard task of persuading his
would be wife and on the slightest
agreement by her he captures her
and takes her to his house. The
family members do not seriously
search for the captured girl. If she is
engaged to someone they only
inform the grooms. If the girl does
not make any loud protest, she
remains the lawful bride of the man
(1989:148-149).

“The capture is usually a
mere pretence, for a Bondo girl can
not easily be married against her
will and even if taken by force to
capturer’s village she will run away
at the first opportunity unless she
likes him and he has her consent.
However, a marriage by capture
must be followed by the payment
of usual bride price (Haimendrof,
1943: 171,172). When a Bonda boy
captures and kidnaps a girl, her
parents and the co-villagers rush to
release the girl. If the girl does not
agree to marry the boy then she is

‘brought to the village back by her
parents. In Bonda society “most of
the secondary marriages are
performed by capture of divorced
or married women and widows.
Capture of un-married girls are
very rare seen in Bonda society. ....
Generally less amount of bride
price is paid in case of marriages
made by capture of a widow or a
divorced woman ....In case of
marriage made by capture of
married woman double the amount
of usual bride price is paid”
(Mohanty, 1994: 31).

The Juang call it Digar Kania
for Juang love leads to capture or
elopement. In the Digar Kania of the
Juang against her or relatives
consent; the bride is captured by the
groom’s representatives from the
dancing ground or bathing ghat or
forest or on her way to market or
fairs. Here only the boy’s parents
must have seen the girls before, and
willing for their son’s marriage.
After she is captured her parents
and villages are informed and after
the marriage is over the bridal pair
along with friends and relations pay
ceremonial visit to the brides village
and pay the bride wealth, “The
marriage by capture among the
Juang is the most sporting means of
getting marriages arranged with
spending money and liquor in prior
negotiation. The girl’s parents never
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ftake a serious view of their girls
being captured for marriage as they
believe that the girls are the
treasure of the bandhu kept in their
custody till marriage and the
bandhus take away their wealth
when ever they so desire”(Rout,
1969:52).

In marriage by capture the
bride price is paid double the
amount than that of the hormal ones.
Marriage by capture, which is most
prevalent among other Kolarian
tribes, is not common among the
Saoras. This form of marriage is
widely denied. Such marriages are
said to be not appreciated in the
underworld where the dead
ancestors live (Patnaik, 1989:37). It
goes against their norm and
considered as an offence if the girl
is preoccupied.

The dramatic marriage coup
by capture is termed as gubboi in
Didayi tongue. With the help of
friends, the girl is kidnapped from
a market place. The girl weeps and
screams and puts resistance. But it
is seldom genuine and she allows
herself to be dragged by the boys.
The girl is kept in a friend’s house,
A week after the kidnapping, the
girl's parents come to the boy’s
house and demand bride price.
With consent of the girl the bride
price if paid and the boy marries the

girl.

\— " 50 ;

“The few cases in which a
young man and a maiden, not
within the prohibited degree of
relationship have developed a
mutual attachment but can not
marry on account of the opposition
of the parents of one or both of
them, either the young lovers elope,
or theyoung man, as if by force (but
generally by pre-concert), all on a
sudden, smear vermilion on the
forehead of the maiden at a market
or in some other crowded public
place. This is known as Jhika or
Tanila marriage” (Roy, 1937:226-
227). Latter the marriage is formally
recognized on payment of, usually,
double the amount of bride price
followed by a feast to the Hill Kharia
tribe-fellows. As for example, the
maiden of the secular head of the
village Khejuria in Similipal hill, in
spite of the completion of her
marriage negotiation with another
boy, had developed mutual
attachment with the younger
brother-in-law of her elder sister’s
husband in 1992. The young lovers
eloped and married secretly with
the smearing of vermilion by the
boy on the forehead of the maiden.
The marriage was formalized latter

by abandoning the former marriage
negotiation.

Bride Wealth and Marriage by
Service

Except the Chuktia Bhunjia
all the other Primitive Tribes of
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Orissa have the custom of paying
bride price and marriage by service.
“The Chuktia Bhunjias do not have
any custom of paying bride price
and the payment of. dowry is a
newly introduced phenomenon in
their society” (Patnaik, Mohanty and
Sahoo, 1984:49). For this among the
Chuktia Bhunjias marriage by
service is conspicuously absent.

The Bondas pay bride
wealth. It is in the form of cows or
bullocks or even buffaloes
including payment of cash. Usually
the bride price comprises one cow
and one rupee. For poor people it
is difficultto pay bride wealth. They
arrange to pay the bride wealth for
their marriage even by serving as a
bonded labor. The bride price is
paid after 3 or 4 days of the
marriage. Itis delayed for the poor
boy.

“Karajawyen is a distinct
phase of concretizing the marriage
negotiation, during which the boy
(would be groom) goes and stays
with girl’s family to undertake farm
labour for a period of three to four
years. This entry into girl's house
and the subsequentapproval of him
as groom by the latter are all beset
with trials, hurdles humiliations
and mental and physical torture”
(Nayak, 1989:142). The Dongria boy
served in the father- in-law’s house
. fora period of time (about 4 year or
s0). Often the parents of the girl
wish the boy to serve them for some
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more years. In all, the amount of
bride price varies from 2000/- to
3000/-. In the bride price (modar)
the maternal uncle, father’s mother,

kinsmen and the villagers have a
share each.

“The bride wealth paid by
the groom party both in Keonjhar
and Pallahara consists of five to six
Khandi of paddy and rice, a
chicken, five to six pieces of cloth
for the girls relatives, a few bottle
of liquor and three to four rupees
in cash. All these amount to Rs.110
/-"(Rout, 1969: 55). Among the
Koyas “the amount of bride price
is less if the girl has previous
connection with the boy. In such
case the bride’s father demands
Rs.300/~, one she calf for the girl's
maternal uncle, chadar or cloth for
the mother of the girl. Out of
Rs.300/-, Rs.80/- is given to the

villagers of the girl” (Mohapatra,
1970: 48).

There can’t be any economic
progress without the creation of
wants, and this paying of bride
price is the most important want of
Didayi life. This stimulates hard
labour and thriftiness. Two
chickens, one goat, two brace plates
and the money decided upon are
paid as bride price (Guha & Others,
1968: 117). When a Didayi boy is
unable to pay the bride price, he
goes to work in the fields of his
father-in -law’s house for four
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r years. After that he can take his wife
home. The father in law presents
one cow, one gold nose ring, one
measure of salt, five seers of rice,
one seers of chilly, two sickles, two

axes and Rs. 20/- to the couple.

The Ollar Gadabas have the
custom of paying bride wealth in
shape of cash and kinds. The bride
price includes at least 10-20 monos
of rice, one cow, with or without a
calf, one ox and one goat or sheep,
one kawdi of pendum, one sari
worth about Rs. 6/-, and cash of Rs.
1/- .in all the marriages. Their
marriages may be contacted by
means of service, when the husband
is called as Ghar Jinwai. In such
cases marriages do not take place
by making payment of bride price
but by performing service in the
wife's father’s house for a period of

3 years, after completion of which,
the couple are declared to be
married.

According to the observations
of Roy “a Birhor man who wishes to
marry a particular girl but is not
allowed to do so lies in wait for the
girl with a little vermilion diluted
in oil, and when he meets her alone
applies it in her forehead. This is
sometimes done at a market- place
or at a fair; and, in such a case, the
young man takes care to have with
him a few friends to help him in

\

resisting by force any opposition
from the girl’s people who may
happen to be present the
parents consent to the sipundur
husband taking away the girl after
having paid the usual bride price
and a fine of rupee one and four
annas to the elders of the girl’s
tanda. The usual wedding feast is
provided to complete and validate
the marriage” (1925: 71).  had come
across with a circumstance of tanda
leaving at village Kendumundi by
a Mankirdia family for TATA area
for marriage of a boy, who under
cultural compulsion, was forced to
stay in the girl’s father’s tanda for
about 6 months ata stretch. The boy
along with his family members and
wife returned to his own tanda at
village Kendumundi after the
consummation of their marriage.

Among the Paudi Bhuyan
bride wealth is paid within a year
or two of the marriage. Time
extension is allowed in case of
Dharipala marriage to 5 to 10 years.
The bride’s father, younger brother
and mother’s brother go to the
groom and collect their shares of
bride wealth (mula). The bride
wealth comprises of one bullock
each to bride’s father’s younger
brother and mother’s brother. Rs.3/
- and 12 pai of rice for the Khandrias
(middlemen), 7 half Khandi of rice,
Rs.1/- and a sari for the bride’s
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(_mother and Rs.5/-, pai of rice and a

goat for bride’s villagers (total
Rs.1000/-). In non-regular
marriages theamount of bride price
is more than the usual bride price.
Marriage by service is in vogue
among the Saora. Groom incapable
of paying bride price give services
in the house of the bride’s parents
for a period of 2 to 4 years. If the
groom fails to serve the stipulated
period of service, he may pay
proportionate bride price and get
the bride

Junior Husbands / Marriage with
deceased younger brother’ wife /
Marriage with Stepmother/

Junior Husbands: The curious
customs of accepting a junior
husband is conspicuous among the
Bondos and Koyas. Levirate
marriage, where the younger
brother of the deceased husband of
a woman is accepted as her new
junior husband, is a universal
practice among all the primitive
tribes. Among the Bondas marriages
take place generally at the age of
about 10 years in the case of boys
and at the age of about 15 years on
case of girls. In some cases the age
of the wife is higher by 13 to 20 years
than that of her husband. This
peculiar practice of a young boy
marrying an older maiden is that

. the husband will still have working

capacity to earn his livelihood and

maintain his family when his wife
has grown old.

In many cases the husbands
are younger in age than the wives
in Koya tribe. The Koyas consider
the boy attains maturity at the age
(12-13) years with growing of hairs
in the armpits and moustaches. But
the nubile girl is considered mature
after attaining puberty irrespective
of age. The marriage of two socially
considered mature sexes takes
place. In most cases the boys being
considered socially mature are
biologically found immature to
lead conjugal life. “The problem
arises when a nubile girl marries a
bride groom who has not actually
attained maturity but is thought to
have done so .... the wives loose
the urge of sex when their husbands
are still youthful” (Mohapatra,
1970:48). This may be one of the
reasons of Koyas practicing
polygamy.

Besides the Bondo and Koya
tribes, the widows of all other
primitive tribes of Orissa do not
have any restrictionin accepting the
junior husbands (younger brother
in laws). This is levirate marriage.
Levirate marriage is prevalent
among the primitive tribes and
widow remarriage is permitted
wherein the widow may marry her
deceased husband’s younger
brother.

—Banaja-2004

)




( Accepting junior husbands among
the Soaras is grotesque. A widow in
Saora society prefers to marry her
younger brother in law. If he is not
agreed, she can try for an outsider
but allowed to take property of her

intends to marry the widow, he
should offer a buffalo or a pig to her
brother in law for her release. A
poor unmarried Juang man may
marry a young widow to be free
from paying heavy bride wealth.
Also a man may preferably marry
his deceased elder brother’s wife
and inherit his property. In this type
of marriage no bride wealth is paid
to wife’s relatives, Though a man
has every right to marry his elder
brother's widow it is customary to
take the opinion of the widow
before the marriage. The custom of
accepting a junior husband by
remarrying a widow is called Burha
Kania by the Juangs.

Marriage with deceased younger
brother wife: In contrast to the
marriage of a man with his elder
brother’'s wife by the other
primitive tribes the Bondas have a
peculiar practice of marriage of a
man with his deceased younger
brother's wife with her approval.
According to Elwin “ among the
Bondos an elderly brother’s wife
would probably too elderly to be
attractive, whereas the younger
k brother’s though possibly older
\

deceased husband. The outsiders if .

than her own husband, would be

more of an age with the elder -

brother and so more available for an
affair (1950:117). “There are
instances among the Bondos, when
the elder brother has, forcibly
married his younger brother’s wife
after she has deserted her husband
and gone back to her parental
villafe”( Mohanty, 1994:32).

Marriage with Stepmother: A Soara
can marry to his stepmother, young
widow of his deceased father. In
this case the son observes a ritual
to appease the spirit of his deceased
father. In the ritual a buffalo is
sacrificed. The shaman puts one
banglein to the hand of the son and
another in to the hand of the
stepmother, which is followed by a
feast and drinks for the Birinda
members and the villagers. Then
son and the stepmother live as
husband and wife (Patnaik,
1989:34).

Marriage after Menopause

Though rarely the incidence
of marriages after menopause
happens among the primitive
tribes. Here the sexual aspect of the
marriage is lacking or very
insignificant. The widows and
widows remarry for rendering
mutual helps to each other in their
socio-economic pursuits and for
enjoying companionship when,
they are deserted by their sons and
kins. At times in their old age the
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r Juang and Mankirdia widows and

the widowers after the state of
menopause get themselves
remarried. The cases of widowers
and widows getting remarried at the
age of above 60 years are
encountered in Juang society (Rout,
1969:53) and in Mankirdia society
(Self observation, 1992). Among the
Mankirdias the marriage between a
widower and a widow or a
divorced woman is called as sangha
bapla. At village Kendumundji,
close to the Similipal hills, the
Dehuri of the tanda had married an
old lady above 60 years in 1992 even
though he had his married sons and
daughters alive, and there are their
families in the same tanda.

Hindu Elements in Tribal Marriage
and Change

Hindu Elements in Tribal
Marriage: “In some Hinduised Hill
Kharias families, before a young
man is married, a Hindu Vaisnava
preceptor (Gosain) ceremonially
initiates him by whispering in to his
years the name of some Hindu God
who is to be regarded as his tutelary
deity. This smearing of vermilion
is in the tribes’ estimation,
tantamount to actual marriage”
(Roy, 1937:226). Today putting
vermilion paste on the forehead of
the girl shows her marital status. My
observation ata marriage ceremony
of a Hill Kharia boy of village

Khajuria in Similpal Forest with a
maiden of the same tribe at village
Baniabasa at the fringe of Sinilipal
forest corroborated the fact. The
Paudi Bhuyan and the Hill Kharias
are inviting the inferior type of
Brahmin priests to officiate in their
marriage by following Hindu
Sanscritic rituals. Also they, and the
Hill Kharias as well, take the
services of the Hindu astrologers
and the barbers in their marriage
rituals.

Change: In course of time the
marriage customs and form of
acquiring mates among the
primitive tribes have undergone
with some changes due to their
contacts with the outsiders, the
impacts of educational advancements,
industrialization, urbanization,

rehabilitation and resettlement
programmes and the influences of
Christianity and
modernization but a majority of
them keep up some of their
traditional marriage customs. The
payment of dowry has already been
introduced in tribal society due to
the modernization, which influences
their marriage customs. So the
payment of dowry is now a new
custom among the well to do Paudi
Bhunya, the Hill Kharia and the
Mankiridia and other tribes also. In
spite of this, the payment of bride
price among the primitive tribes

Hinduism,

goes unabated.
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(( Conclusion :

Itis needless to mention here
that the discussions made above are
based on previous studies and past
observations and thus may not
exactly explain the phenomena of
marriages that are very much in
practice now among the primitive
tribes of Orissa. However, most of
the ingredients of the primitive
customs of the tribal marriage
rituals like ceremonial capture in
marriages, payment of bride wealth,

Cross cousin marriages etc. are still
in vogue. The primitive tribes are
exogamous to each segments of
their communities like clans,
lineages, moieties, phratries etc. but
endogamous as to the whole
individual community. Most of the
primitive tribes practice cross
cousin marriages, either patrilateral
Cross cousin marriages or
matrilateral cross cousin marriages.
or both the types. Monogamy is the
rule and polygamy is the exception
among them. Most often romance of
boys and girls turns into the real
married couples The girls and the

(f

boys of the primitive people belong
to their families as well as to the
their villages. Thus the parents, the
traditional elites and the villagers
have a say and share in the marriage
rituals. The parents of the groom
pay the bride wealth and the
parents, the maternal uncle, the
paternal clan men and the villagers
of the bride share the bride wealth.
Capture of the girl for marriage in
most cases is consented either by self
or by her parents. The custom of
accepting junior husbands is being
discouraged and lessened among
the younger generation. The new
trend in marriage system of
primitive tribes Among the
Primitive tribes of Orissa
monogamy is the rule and
polygamy the exception. is that the
payment of bride wealth is common
but payment of Dowry is exception.
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Bride Price : A Socio Economic
Institution of Tribal Identity

The institution of tribal
matrimony has bride price
syndrome inalienably attached to
the tribal social system. It plays a
seminal role in the organization of
marriage leading to the fulfillment
of socio-economic dynamics of
tribal society. Bride price, defining
it precisely is the socially
prescribed price to be given to
bride’s kin’s group. Though it
sounds a package of material
compensation for the bride’s
potentiality for gainful economic
pursuits, and its loss after her
marriage in the post marriage
period, yet, the very institution
transcends its material straitjacket -
ness by interlinking the system to a
larger socio-economic canvas of
tribal life.

Marriage in tribal society is
neither a sacrament nor is it
indissoluble in life as is ordinarily
found among Hindus. The cultural
evolution and practices associated
with matrimony are evolved taking
into consideration a host of
cumulative factors. The primitive
promiscuity and the sociological
bottleneck arising out of it, as much
necessitated a  regulatory
mechanism for man, woman union

= 58
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as also the desiderated socio-
economic reflexes of man for a
family for needs of food security.

‘Bride price’ has its origin, on
the context of matrimony only -
which got evolved from within
taking its bone and marrow from
societal need.

Marriage is construed as a
socio biological device for laying
foundation of a sustainable family
- which contributes to bring a social
harmony. Bride price as an
institutional device formalizes the
union not only of two families but
clan, lineage on a border context.

The feminine principle of
begetting and multiplication for
spread of society is also matched by
provision of foods for the
sustenance. Here woman is
participant in the twin aspects of
societal demand where the male
spouse is not equal. This is probably
the season, why women are
accorded special importance with a
bride price tag in the institution of
tribal marriage.

The bride price expresses
symbolically a whole lot of
meaning celebrating the core role of
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the bride in the tribe’s familial set
up. Bride price is a socio-cultural
hyphen uniting to different families
on the rooted socio-economic matrix
of tribal society where
communitarian values are held

sway.

The bride price is not often
pegged at a paltry amount along
with offering of cattle and
ceremonial sarees to different
members of the bride’s family. The
nature of bride price admissible or
given to different members of the
bride’s family differs and also
differs from tribe to tribe. The
nature of bride price becomes
different according to different
forms of marriage prevalent in the
tribal society. A normal marriage
has different slabs of bride price
where as a love marriage or a
marriage of divorcee becomes

different.

The offering of cattle,
especially bullock, heifer, goats and
pigs have economic component
involved in it. They are straight way
related to agricultural pursuits and
also has potentiality for worthwhile
economic activities. The cattle
wealth gives as dowry price has
immediate relevance to the
agriculture centric tribal life as well
as an offering to the pallets of the
jovial and feast loving tribals.

The bride price also has a
social side to tend in the larger

—EL)

context of communities. The whole
members of the family according to
their status and role model are
given bridal sareesalong with other
person’s associated with the rituals
of bridal ceremony of a tribal
village. Bride price often is
associated with social prestige. The
bride’s family feels elevated if due
bride price is given by the
perspective bridegroom. In the
larger context the village also prides
itself on the exchange of right price
to the bride.

A deeper study of bride price
reveals also that, the slab of bride
price often changes according to the
social acceptability of the form of a
marriage. A normal marriage was
wider participation with prevalent
rate of bride price butlove marriage,
love leading to elopement, have the
bride price more than the approved
one, Here the dose of the bride price
is fixed a bit higher, sometimes
arbitrarily as a deterrent move in
future.

The system of bride price has
also inbuilt flexibility to
accommodate variety of cases
arising out of pecuniary condition,
widowhood or situation of pre-
marital relation. Social deviants are
not ostracized in the tribal
community but they are co-opted in
the large framework of the
community with the single motif of
consolidation of the society by
marriage and matrimony.
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Tribes of Orissa, numbering
sixty-two tribes in all, more or less
subscribe to the institution of
marriage with bride price. Though
the amount of bride price varies
from tribe to tribe, the concept
underlying the bride price is the
same,

This article endeavours to
analyse the bride price system of
some of the culturally significant
tribes of the state, on the light of
aforesaid analysis of the bride price
syndrome. The analysis is based
upon prevailing wedding practices,
which are seen widely practiced in
the state. Six numbers of sample
tribes hailing from the four corners
of the state are given. Though, with
the change of time and space having
influence upon the ensuing
marriage practices today, all the
cares are taken to stick to the
traditional format and rituals of the
institution of the bride price without
taking into consideration the
changed mode of bride price. The
six tribes taken for analysis are -
Santal, Juang, Ho, Bondo, Kharia
and Didayi.

_ Santal :

The most culturally pregnant
Santal tribe ensconced in the
undulated and hilly regions of the
district of Mayurbhanj and its
adjoining areas of Keonjhar and
X Balasore districts have a well-laid

60 o

marriage tradition with tradition

bound bride price system. The |

seven types of marriage practices
prevalent in the Santal tribe have the
system of bride prices with slight
variations from marriage to
marriage. Bride price is paid both
in cash and kind consisting of a few
rupees, cow, bullock, three sarees
one to mother of the bride, one to
her paternal grand mother and the
third one to her father’s sister. The
expenses in marriage depend
largely upon the form of marriage.
Marriage is a communal affair and
members of both the villages and
also neighbouring villages
participate in if. The parents of the
boy and the girl and the village
officials play very important roles.

The bride price admissible to
different form of marriage in the
Santal tribe such as normal
marriage includes two calves; a
goat, two sarees and an amount of
Rs.9/- (Rupees Nine only) are given
to the bride’s family.

In case of marriage by
smearing vermilion, a system of
marriage that is not considered
normal yet, approved by Santal
society includes two calves, a goat
and three sarees demanded by the
villagers of bride side.

In case of love marriageit has
a special demand. Villagers of the
bride’s village insisted the other
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party to give a goat or a pig. If both
sides are satisfied with the marriage
proposal then bridegroom’s side
would offer a coarse yellowish
saree, two calves (one calf incase of
absence by death to bride’s father)
a goat, three kgs of rice used Rs.9/-
as the bride price.

The chart of detailed
distribution of bride price
Vermillion, turmeric paste, comb
are given to the mother of the bride,
mother-in-law, and to sister-in-law
of the bride. Besides these ten feet,
eleven feet and twelve feet sarees
are given to mother, grandmother
and sister-in-law (paternal side)
respectively. One calf, one calf and
rupees three, and one goat are also
given to brother, father and dead
ancestors respectively. Three
rupees to chief majhi halam of the
village, one rupee to deputy chief,
one rupee to asst. chief and one
rupee to messenger.

The bride price for marriage
by kidnapping includes three

- numbers of cotton saree, two calves,

one goat, and nine rupees. Besides
the other items such as vermilion,
turmeric paste and combs are also
given as bride price.

In case of ostentatious
marriage, as the name suggests the

~ bride price is an elaborate affair

bringing extended relations to share
the price. One young bullock is
meant for brother-in-law, one

napkin each to the maternal uncle,
paternal uncle of the bride and
others. The presentation items
include saree, ornaments and
cosmetics.

In case of remarriage of
divorcee the bride price involves
Rs.9/-, one calf and coarse
yellowish saree (2 No.s). The male
folks of the bridegroom side get a
goat.

In case of widow marriage
both widow and widower are
entitled to marry -with the
provision of bride price to be given
after one year after the union. This
includes Re.1/- for Deputy Majhi
Asst Chief and messenger. The chief
is entitled to get Rs.3/- one calf is
give to the brother and father each,
The father is entitled to get Rs.3/-,
One saree is given each to bride’s
mother, mother-in-law.

Juang :

Juang is an exclusive tribe
found only in Orissa. Ethnically the
Juangs are considered a branch of
Mundari group. Marriage is the
most important event in the life of
Juang. It not only satisfies their
biological urge but also gives them
status in the society. There are
several methods of acquiring mates
in the Juang society. All the four
forms of marriage have the
institution of bride price associated
with them.
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(( The price includes money and
material kinds. Though there is
more or less uniformity in the bride
price in the Juang tribe. Yet we get
a great deal of difference from other
tribes,

In the normal marriage the
bride price includes paddy
measuring 4 Khandi and 7 Khandi
of riceare given to the village. Other
bride price like four bags of rice is
given to the head of the family. One
napkin is given each to the father of
the bride, elder brother of bride’s
father, elder brother of bride’s father
and one saree to mother of bride.

In case of love marriage
bride price is not given. In some
cases bride price is given. This
includes one napkin is given each
to the head of the family, elder
brother of bride’s father, and
maternal uncle of bride. Four bags
of rice and one napkin is given to
father of the bride and one saree is
given to mother of the bride.

In case of widow marriage if
the young brother of the dead
spouse marries the widow the bride
price is not given. But when a
widow marries somebody else -
bride price is given. This includes
a feast and wine to the villagers.

In case of divorcee’s
marriage bridegroom side gives
Rs.5/- and people take away

forcibly one cattle from the groom’s
village. Some times feast, wines are
given as bride price

In case of marriage by force,
paddy, rice, saree, etc are given as
bride price. Besides this one napkin
each is given to father, elder brother
of father, maternal uncle of bride
and one saree to mother of the bride.

Ho:

The Hos constitutes a major
group among the tribes of Orissa.
They are well known as Kol to the
outside world. But they dislike to
be addressed as Kol because in
Sanskrit it means pig. The Hos have
a well entrenched wedding
institutions. They consider marriage
as essential to fecundity. Adult
marriage is the rule. A man usually
marries outside his Killi and
village.

The marriage of the tribe is
divided in to two categories. They
are fresh marriage (Adawa andi) and
re-marriage (seluandi).

Fresh marriage (Adawa
andi) is again divided into four
types. They are arranged marriage
(Jisukuandi), love marriage
(Kepeya andi), marriage by
elopement (Sansaura) and forced
marriage (Aparitipi).

Likewise remarriage
(seluandi) is also divided into three
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categories. They are widow
marriage (Gandiandi), divorcee
marriage (Baragilaandi) and
marriage separation (Bapagoandi).
Each system of marriage has the
tradition of bride price, which is
prevalent in the Ho tribe. The
average amount of bride price
consist of 10 to 15 heads of cattle,
Rs.50/- and ornaments, besides 50
to 100 pots illi and the ocst of feeding
the Killi members. Individual form
of marriage such as in the normal
marriage, the bride price includes
Rs. 101/~ as cash component, a cow,
calf, goat and cock as cattle wealth
one saree is to mother and sister of
the bride. One napkin each is to
father and brother of the bride.

In case of love marriage
(Kepeyaandi) there is no bride price
involved where both bride and
bridegroom both want to wed
without support for their respective
family. Where groom family is
unwilling in that case the bride is
persuaded to marry elsewhere and
bride price is given. This includes
Rs.100/-, one cow, one goat/hen,
three saree and two napkins.

In case of marriage by
elopement (sansauraandi) it has
provision of bride price. Bride's side
demand bride price and sometimes
they realize more cattle, goat and
poultry. But in general term the
bride price includes Rs.101/-, one

—ﬁanaja-ZOOdh

cow, one goat, one-napkin for brides
fathers, one saree for bride’s mother.

In case of marriage by Force
(aparitapiandi) bride price is
demanded without any logic.
Sometimes is fixed arbitrarily as per
the dictates of the bride side.

In case of divorcee’s,
marriage, ‘Bride Price’ is not
insisted upon nor there is any well
laid tradition for the bride price. It
all depends upon groom’s side.
They may give the price according
to the dictate of their will or they
may not give the price altogether.

In case of marriage by
Separation the separated woman is
entitled to marry it has social
sanction. It all depends upon the
bridegroom’s party for deciding the
rate of the bride price without
giving the bride’s party to dictate
the term.

Bondo :

Bondos live in the remote
south-western tip of Malkangiri
uplands and north-west of the river
Machkund in the district of
undivided Koraput. Though few in
number the tribe has successfully
retained the distinctive features of
its culture chiefly on accounts of its
geographical isolation and more
perhaps due to its stubborn and
independent sprits.

—
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Bondo marriage is that the wife of
often older than the husband. Older
girls prefer to marry younger boys
who would earn for them when they
grow old.

Like their counterpart tribe,
Bondo tribe, has also the institution
of bride price. At the same time, one
also sees subtle variations in the
bride price system. Bondo practices
seven types of marriage, The details
of the bride price, given in each
forms of Bondo marriages are as
follows.

Bride price in case of normal
marriage includes a pot of rice bear
is given to the villagers along with
Rs. 5/-. Bride price to the kith and
kin of the bride are one young
bullock to father of the bride, one
young cow to brother of the bride
and Rs.2050 to mother of the bride.

In case of forced marriage,
unlike other tribe, Bondo slaps a
penalty fee of Rs. 1000/- (Rupees
One Thousand) only on the
bridegroom for taking away the
bride forcibly. Besides, 4 nos. of
cattle are realized with force from
the groom’s side. After receiving the
imposed fines in shape of money
and kinds the actual bride price is
discussed. It includes one calf and
one young bullock, which are
offered to the father of the bride.,

In case of widow marriage if
anybody marries a widow in that

case the man is enjoined by the
tradition to give three nos. of cattle
as bride price. In the case of distant
relative proposing to marry the
widow - he is required to give
either a calf or a young bullock as
bride.

When there occurs a love
marriage, the bride price includes
one calf and one young bullock,
There is no provision of saree for the
mother of the bride.

In case of marriage of a
separated woman tussle may be
involved in this type of marriage. If
anybody who wishes to marry a
lady separated by their spouse - the
man is required to give bride price
in the shape of cattle, which is to be
given back to the earlier one.
Sometimes, if itis not complied, the
first husband, forcibly take away
cattle of the perspective bride.

In case of marriage to sister-
in-law, which is widely prevalent
in the Bondo society, the bride price
is a special treat. If any blood
related man marries to his sister-in-
law vice the death of her husband,
in that case there is no provision for
bride price. But in case of distant
relatives, he is required to give
either a cow or bullock as bride
price. ;
In case of anybody marries
to wife’s younger sister, vice wife’s
demise and death the bride price
includes one young bullock and
one calf.
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Kharia :

The Kharias are widely
spread over in Orissa, Bihar, West
Bengal and Madhya Pradesh. The
Kharias are named so in accordance
with the tradition that their first
ancestors carry a bangh. The Hill
Kharias are the primitive and
backward section of the tribe. The
Hill Kharias live in the hills and
forests of Mayurbhannj.

Adult boys marry at the age
of twenty and above and girls marry
at the age of fifteen to eighteen
years. They practiced monogamy.
They practice cross-cousin
marriages. Marriage by
arrangement and negotiation is the
ideal pattern. The groom’s party
pays bride price, which consists of
Rs.60/-in cash, six pieces of clothes,
one mound of paddy, two barrels
of liquor, one goat and other such
edibles, which are required for the
wedding feast.

Kharia tribe practices four
different kinds of marriage. They are
normal negotiated marriage,

marriage of the divorcee, widow:

marriage and love marriage. But
unlike other tribes Kharia has
uniform rate of bride price for all
Categories. All the forms of marriage
include the following bride price.

Sometimes bride prices
include also Rs. 12/- (twelve

rupees) and 12 sarees are given to

—L

the Bride's party. Puffed rice,
flattened rice and rice amounting to
5 to 7 Gauni (15 to 21kg) are also
given. Besides, all these, ornaments
and other related accessories are
given as bride price.

Didayi : ‘
Didayi constitute a small
group listed as one of the sixty-two

varieties of Scheduled tribes in the
State of Orissa.

Like other tribes Didayi has
also the tradition of marriage and
bride price. Monogamy is the
common practice. Cross cousin in
the mother’s line is the most
preferential type. Marriage by
negotiation is very elaborate and
expensive and is generally avoided.

Didayi tribe practices
arranged marriage and love
marriage. In these types of marriage
the tradition of bride price are
followed. There also found slight
variations in bride price.

Bride price in case of
arranged marriage includes one
cow or two, a goat and some
amounts in cash to bride’s father.

Beside price in case of love
marriage includes. One saree to
mother of the bride, one napkin, one
or two lows, a goat to father of the
bride. Besides, one or two pot full
of juice of Sago palm tree is given.
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A cursory glance on the bride
price system prevalent in the tribes
reveals that marriage is considered
as an essential institution in the
tribal society. In majority of cases
the mother of the bride and the
maternal uncle are treated in high
esteem followed by others. The
village has share in the bride price
- which is suggestive of
communitarian participation in the
marriage celebration. In case of
southern located tribes such as
Bondo, and others, the bride price
has not included mother as the
prime receiver.

The bride price, with a paltry
sum and cattle are invariably
associated with it. Nowhere, the
rigour of bride price, acts as a
deterrent for union and betrothal.
The simple and unsophisticated life
style of the tribes asks for the
perspective bridegroom to give
something so as to take the life
partner. This is symbolic of
enthusing the male to become an
enabling member in the run up to
make a full-fledged family unit
amidst  the all-hospitable
environment of the tribal
community - where all stand for
one and vice versa.

Now days, there is
discordant note found in the tribal
society, the bride price with
~continuous association with

"the neo-educated tribal people
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mainstream society takes the shape
of dowry system where bride
groom demands a price for the
bride’s family.

The tradition of bride price,
as it is juxtaposed with the dowry
system of the present time, smacked
of due regards to feminine
principles. Woman is considered as
the wonder creation and constitutes
the hubs of societal process with
family as the basic unit. In the
family, though the woman plays the
first fiddle, yet both husband and
wife plays critical role in the
complex socio-economic system.
They are compared to the double
helix of DNA- the two strands are
never complete in it but are
together. Tribal society recognizes
the exclusiveness as well as their co-
operative attitude to perpetuate
the orders of social existence vis-a-
vis a larger communitarian
ethos. Globalization sponsored
consumerist cultures have had its
dent upon the integrated belief
system of the tribal people. There
Is a wild rush for ostentatious life
pattern. It is now confined among

cutting across various tribes - is
suggestive of a chink in the tribal
value which may exacerbate in the
days to come.

ATDC, Unit - I, Bhubaneswar
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