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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE : SANTAL WORLDVIEW

Before embarking upen the subject ™" Language and

Culture : Sontalworldview’’ It is necessary to evolve q
standard nsure in order to make a proper appreciation of
the subject in queshon. 1he language ond culture are the
two Ingredients of any soclety. be it modern or premitive
which could be used as yard sticks to determine the level of
civilisation of thal comrnunity. While the language. which is
the vehicle of thought, expression and means of
communication ameng the members of that particular social
group, has its own domain or boundary to hold the people
together tor thei identity, the culture on the other hand has
o tendency to scale tha language barrier and expands its
frontier slowly by accepting foregin or allen cultures which
appeul toils pecple. To bre precise an lilustration may suffice.
After the invasion of the Western culture. some conservative
famiiies of our country who were against Western culture
sowly accepted the Western ways of ife. Initially there was
on affitute of abhorence to Western ways of life among the
orthodox Hindu people. Thay did not like their yough
aaughters to put on Jean pants and garments used by the
poys Some were very much averse o toke foed or tea in
rextuorantes But in coursa of time the walls of protest were
demoliched Now, the entire cuttural Ife of cur country has
undergone d s20 change.

The farmament of the cuthure is very vast and wide. It s
norzan expands with the develepment of a people. The

C. P. MAJHI

culture Is Inherited from the past. It Includes the entire life
style of a people, their dress, omaments, food habits customs
and tiaditions, refiglous bellefs, social rites, marriage traditions,
music and dance and even style of hairdos, Theseingredients
of culture are true for the modermn socisties and for the tribal

societies also.

The language of a Nation or of a community s the

bond which binds and holds the community together to

make them distinct from others The warp and woof of the

language and culture make thz life style of the community
colourful and oramental when the language and cutture

arerich The more the cultural life of the people expandsils .

frontlers. more they rise towards higher realm of civilisation
towf:rds perfection. The language on the other hand is als®
a mirror which reflects the total cuttural world of a community.

Its literature, which is enriched by education and leamning of

the community, imagination of the poets, writers and ortisfs

hoids together the entire expanse of the cuttural canvas from

the past to the present and gives a new twist fo the cufturd
Ife of the community.

The language ond culture of the Santal community

have to be evaluated with the standard measure descrioe? |

ubov.'e. Unfortunately however, when the above tests @
applied to them they are found very much way benin ¢

language an cuit
ure of the general e of O
country. general communities ci

(32)



The Santals belong to the tribal stock of people. They
are probably the largest orthe second largest in population
among the tribals of India spread over Blhar, West Bengal,
orissa, Assam and Mdhya Pradesh. Their population by now
may be nearing six millions or more. Although they are much
written about people, among the Indian Tribes, there is stila
scope to study them from a closer quarter. The forelgn
Missionaries have studied them and thelr dialect from a stand

polnt of spreading Christianity among them. Many aspects

ofthe santals’ past heritage and culture therefore, remalned
unexplored till to date.

The origin of the santals is shrouded In mystry and as
suchthey were called ‘aborigins’ for a long time inthe past,
Some Anthropologists classify them os Australoids. Rev. P. O.
Bodding. who tried to delve deep Into their language and
culture say *'the ancestors of these people came as Imigrants
to Champa, possibly a country to the North-East of present
Chhotanagpur plateau, priorfo which Santal, Mundas . Birhor
and Kudmis were called by the name of Kherwar.

It might be mentioned that * Sat’ has been explained
as derived from Sanskirt **Simant’* bordering, so that the
name Santal might really mean * "“a man of the border’”,
"a boarder” *** **** Ramayana tels us how Rama was
assisted by Honumat, the Monkey King. It Is of interest in this
connection to remember that the Hindus. even to this day,
occosionally cail the Santals monkeys and further, that the
Sontal traditions stote that their ancestors went to and
assisted King Roma in Lanka cr Ceylon’". Although the
Conjecture made by Rev. Bodding is not based on o
conclusive procf, thas an eizment of truth In . Some, further

evidences would go to support Rev. Bodding’s point. Among
the Santals the names of Rama, Lakshman, Sita, Bharat,
Chatur (Satrughna) and Dasarath etc. are very much
preponderant. The Santals invariably inhertt the names of
their ancestors. Hence, if can be interre that the Santals ived
in the days of Ramayana. Of course, a few traces of nomes
here and there cannot lead usto a conclusive proof to trace

back the origin of the Santals. A further research In this regard
Is necessary,

Pandit Raghunath Murmu, a distinguished writer of
Santal language. who Invented *'01 chiki*’ script has a
different story 1o say regarding the origin of the Santals. He
Cites alegend prevalent among the community which Is very
often recited on the occasions of marriage ceremonies of
Santals in the form of a ‘bintl’ song. The story, of course
appears some what absurd and as ofigment of imagination,
But. since it is based on age old traditions It needs to be
examined by experts if it hos any allegorical meaning
underneath. Pt. Murmu has described the story in his epic
poem ““Hital™. it Is a long story But | give the gist of It here,
due to paucity of time and space. According to the legend
‘Dharma’ the fist Lord of the creation of the Universe,
created 'marang Buny’ and * Jahi Rangl’ - Adl Purusha and
Shaldiinthe forms of wirils with infinite velocities. These winds
of force created a vt wind of g tremendous magnitude
which produced fire, lightenings and explosions. From these
explosions, the Universal celestial heavenly bodies Sun, Stars,
Planets, Earth and Moon were born. They were hurled into
their respective orbits on the wisheds of Almighty Lord A
Cyclonic storm with rains and thunders took placeinthe Eorth
and it was submerged under the seqa-waters. Morang Buru
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then created two splritual heavenly Swans, one male and
the other female bird. these birds first created the sea-
cratures. Then. slowly surface of the Earth apppeared. Hihli
a very high precipice came out first and iater pipill, a plain
land mass beneath the Hihlll appeared. The heavenly birds
created the plants, fraes, land animais, birds and all other
creatures ot the land. They created all the living beings on
the wishes of Marang Buru. But his desire of creation was not
salisfled yet and he therefore, ordered the birds to create
the highest beings “*‘mankind’’. The birds built a nest in a
‘Karam’ ree near the Seashore. The female bird laid two
eggs in the nest. From the eggs. two human bables were
born ;: one boy and the other a girl. The bables were named
plichus by Marang Buru. The parent birds brought up the
bobles by producing mik from thelr beaks. This became
possible as Marang Buru desired It. The children got down
from the nest when they were able to crawl through a ladder
of soft ‘skam’ grass. The other birds, who used to come to
the ‘Karam tree became friendly to the Piichus and brough
ripe soft fruits for them. When the babies leamnt to eat fruits
by themseleves and heavenly Swans returned back to their
above. Marang Buru remained on the Earth {o preserve his
creation. He loved Pilchus the most He constantly watched
and guarded them against dangers. He taught them totalk,
of course in santah. They call Him "baba’ (Father). They grew
upto the age of adults. Marang Buru found that they were
rot having sex. One day he told them that he would like to
drink ‘rasi’ {alceholic beer) from their hands. He told them
fhe precess of making the ‘rasi. They prepared it as drected
The pilchus were staying in a hut. When the 'rasi’ was ready
Marang Bury appeared. He told tham 1o offer him one sal-
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leaf-cup-ful of ‘rasi’ in a ritual way as directed by him. They
did accordingly. Marang Buru took His shares and vanished.
The pichus drank the remalning whole lof, which made them
completiey drunk,. They were wild under the influence of
liquor and had love affalrs at night. Next morning Marang
Buru came to see them. The Pilchus had not come out il
then. They were afraid of showing thelr faces because they
thought they had-committed wrong. They were also
ashamed of being naked. Marang Buru called themto come
out. From Inside the hut. they appologised for having done
some wrong. he consoled them that they had not committed
anything wrong. They come out covering their loins with Sal
leaves tied to strings. But Marang Buru had vanished from
the scene. He was not to be found. Only his volce came,
that he would come to their help whenever they called Him.
Lady Pilchu conceived her first child and gave deliverytoa
male child in @ due course of time. The pilchus were puzzied
when it was born as they had not seen before how a baby
was born. They prayed to Marang Buru for help. marang Burd
responded and fold them the way they would observe the
post natal dtual. The Santals follow the practice of post natal
fituals in the manner told by their supreme Lord till today.

The Pilchus’ first child grew info @ baby boy. They
wanted a child again, They followed the smae practice OS
was done on the first occaslon. in course of time, Pilchus had
Seven sons and seven daughters They grew upto the stage
of aduits and were paired off and were assigned the seven
ﬁons of Santaltribes. which are Hansdak, Murmu, soren Kiskul
thee”;r;::;tme:mdl and Tudu "th wasthe last manriage amoni
oy marang Buru imposed a ben on the marmage

Nghe agnates from the subsequent generations.

S e L



i L

i S Gt i Sl i pm— . i —

According to Pt. Murmu, Hihlli is the other name of
Himalay Mountains and the Pipili is the land between
Himalays and the Sea which othenwise means India. The
Santals are therefore, the original resident of India which is
known as 'Singh O’ by the Santals. The question naturally
will arise as to why are the santals leff far behind others

despite these being the onginal people of this land. This wouild
be dealt with in the later paras.

| have tried to trace the origin of the Santals
deliberately for a purpose. The Santqis are terribly orthodox
in nature and they have a tendency to cling to the past.
There religlon ‘Sama’ Is based on nature’s worship, Marang
Buru, thelr Creator hos sald * | am every where, in every form'.
Therefore, they worship the trees in the *Jaher’ by installing
“Jaher Era‘, Maneka and Uta Thakur under the trees. The
santals belleves that the Mountains and the Hills are the
homes of Gods and Goddess (Bongas). The 'Bongas’ live
everywhere. The 'Sim Sala’ bongas are worshipped either at
the starting of the cultivation of a plot of land or at the time
of harvest. Event of *Sima Sala” bonga starts when a plough
man is bitten by a poisonous snake while ploughing a
Particular plot for o number of times or falls sick during
Ploghing of that plot, the owner is led to believe that the
Sima Sala ‘bonga’ is aggrived and the propitiating of the
‘bonga’ would start by sacrficing apot try bird. The Santals
are extremely superstitious perople. Trey cbserve various
religious festivais through the year st ting from the festival
of ‘Baha’, which coircides with the sprir:g (month of March
Or Apnh) Emak bongo seed sowing fastival in the menth of
May or June. Ashadin’ bonga rair inveving festival in the
month July. Gemihg festival in the month of August or Sept.

as per the Tithl; ‘Dasaln’ festival concides with Durga Puja;
Sohrat festival sometime coincides with Deepavall, Makar
festival in the month of January and ‘Magha bonga’ falls in
the month of March. Some festivais are of course, coterminus
with that of Hindu festivals and some are not cbserved ot

the same time in all vilages of a locality. Nevertheless, the
festivals are held by the villagers.

Besldes the traditional festivals there are other social
functions held on the occassions of birth, mariage and death
which are attended by the viloges are a matter of practice
and social custom. Mo invitation Is necessary a mere
information either te the vilage ‘Monjhi’ of ‘Godet” Is enough,

The Santals therefore live as g very well-knit village
community. A villoge of Santols is easily identified from the
get up of the houses and the styles of wall decorations which
are simple but very often resemble with each ofther. The
vilage invariably has a 'Jaher’ ot the outskirt. which s o ploce
of worship of the “bengas’ the vilage deities and a *gosane’
in the village street tor worship of anclent "Manjhl Hadams',

Every refgious or sosial function is clebrated by the
community with deink . ririrce and music. Each function hos
Q particular type of wno), musie nnd donce from although
the sound and musical nsraments remain the same. The
songs are mostly inbenied from fne past and carnry little of no
message for the community. The songs are short couplets.
Duringthe mamiage functiors wame love 50Ngs are sometimes
composed by the youths on the spot. On the religious
occasions the donce and music start from the place of
worship "Jaher' ond ore concluded at the vilage “Akhda
which stuates in front of the vilage headman ‘Mamnhis
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house. The sound instruments like ‘Tumdak’ (slightly different
from Mridanga), Tamak (Dhamsa), Chadchadi {drums),
rusicatinstruments ‘banom’ an Indigenous viclin and 'triyau’
the fiute are used. It does not matter whether or not the
audience enjoys the dance and music. The occasion has to
be celebrated according to the manner prescribed by the
anclent toretathers. Any departure from the old practice is
objectionable and at times considered by the elders of the
vilage as an offence. Of course, the penalty may be merely
a pot of rice beer for the vilagers. The system has to work
according to the prescribed manner uhalioyed by the march

of lime.

The santall kanguage has a striking resemblance with
the Sanskirt language. There are three gramatical numbers
as in Sanskrit L.e., singular, dual and plural. As a matter of
itustration forms of the pronouns are given hereunder :

Sansidrt first person ohaom abam bayam
Santail first person ingr alingz abo
(alang)

Sanskrit second person :  fwom yubam yuyam
Sontaii second person : am abin ape
Sanskrit third person saw tau te
Santoli third person y iac akdn ako
(Otherthanhuman  : unl unkin unku
beings)

N Some §anskrﬂ words are found in the Santali language
which gstabiishes the fact thot the Santals had contact with
the Sarskrt speaking people in the ancient times, Butitisa
paradox that the language remained static and

(36)

undeveloped even though it Is very old. It Is probably
becuase the Santals preferred to remain with their own world
for fear of being exploted by the more clever general

communities.

The entire social system of the Santals are controlled
by the village Councll (Manjhi-manehor). Santal vilage
nominates its headman (Manjhb, his deputy (Jog Manjhi) and
his secretary (godet). All the villagers become the members
of the village council. There of course, Is a village priest
(Nayke) for worshipping of the village dities. The village
councll acts as an Institution to settle all communal disputes
of the village. The rigidity with which the customary law of
the communtty is enforced by the village council would be
apparent from the observations made by W. C. Archer in his

monumental treatise “*Tribal Law and Justice’’ ;- Santal low
as now exists Is not an arbitrary creation of individual Santal
To command obedience to exist as law at all, it must of

necssity be a collective product, the creation of the tribe

itself. if in one sense it is the highest common factor of recent

village declslons it is equally the nature outcome of regiond

reviews. In giving it a logic and a pattern, each grade of

tibal council plays @ part. Santal law Is actually a synthess |

of tribal attitudes expressed through a hlerarchy of fribdl

courts. *** ***** The first of these assemblies is the vilage .

community. This body is the original court of tribal justice and

in all disputes it is the first to intervene. Its duty is to see that

the rites of birth. inifiation and death, the conduct of the
years festivals, the laws of exogamy and the canons of s€¥

are duly observed. It ensures that the principles of low 078

followed. it maintains civit rights and in many cases it ¢t

a : .
court of registration. It revoives round seven vilage c#ficia

and while in point of law these qre only its servants ™



administration of the village, maintenance ond making of
its law depend of their integrity and influence.”” The Santals
have prescribed certain customary rules wihch are to be
followed for marriage, divorce and Inheritance by the
members of the community, Mariage among the agnates
or outside the Santal communily is considered as an offence
against the socierty and attract penalty of ex-
communication. There are many laws which impose
restrictive practices in the customs of the community. The
members of the communlty follow these laws rigidly for fear
of punishment. The boundary walls of the communily are
inviclable and eventhe enlightened among the Santals fear
to tread beyond these walls, This is the sole reason why the
community still live in the past without any desire to accept

the acculturisation and wind of change In their day to day
iife style

A turning point in the cultural life of Santals seems to
have come afterthe Independence. Pt. Raghunath Murmu
took the community by a storm when he invented his ‘01
Chiki* the Santali script for its language. he pleaded very
strongly that since the community is appread over Bihar, West
bengal, Onissa and Assamthe regional scnpts are not sutable
for the language and they cannot overcome the
Communication barrier, 01 script is the only medium to
establish link among the poeple of the community. His
arguments were very much convincing to the Santal peopls.
He published his bcoks in Santal scnpt and a printing Press
was established to publish a fortrightly Santali magozine
'Sagen Sakom™ An unprecederted enthusiasm overtook

the Santals. The edicared Santal peaple learnt the script by
themseives to spraad the ma2sicge. Since the people knew
the language. it berame easierforthem to learn the scripts

through the key book ‘Tribhasi* ond could read other books
written in Santali scripts without much difficulty, Pt. Murmu
had earlier published his fomours drama ‘8ldu Chandan' in
Oirya and Bengall script which high-ighted the ancient
culture of the Community with a new message to embark
upon the voyage of learning. The drama was staged in the
rural Santal vilages to inspire 1he youths to learn Santali scripts.
he composed fok-songs with a new message fo spread his
Ideas. He set a new trend in the Santali language and culture

The All india Santall Writers *Assoclation has made an
attempt to enumerate the Santali writers of the couniry. From
the booklet published by the Association, it is revealed that
the community has so far produced around 100 Sontali writers
and most of them hove published their wrilings after the
country’sindependence, It indicates that the Santals did not
see the light of education duringy the British regime. The iterasy
among the Santals being ot a very low ebb, there are only g
few readers of Santali terature stil now. The Santali writers
do not get much patronage from the readers. Thelr books
also do not find place in the school and other Government
libraries becouse of obvious reascons which {s another
handicap for the Sartcl writers

The Sontals ate =t to reach the toke off stage in
education. In generul e~ oo, they ore for behind the

other non-tnk.cl cominuriii=s Nevertheless thete is aon

upsurge ameong the younger ger.arahsn of the community

fo ciose up the gop that 2. betwearn Santai iterature ang
tne other Indion teratures

The Santalilariguage winch happensto be the mothar
tengue of not only the Santas Eut ako mahail. Birhors angd
soma minority communities who ive in the Sanigl dominateg
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areas, has been a victim of neglect and discrimination by
the Gavernments : Central as well as State Governments. So
far many Indlan languages. which are spoken by people
numbering less than 1he Santali speaking people have
raceived the patronage of the Governments. Language
Academlas have been conslituted for such languages by
many state Governments to promote these languages. But,
alas | the Sontall Is always relegated to the backyards by
the Governemnt. In the year 1992 the Central Government
included Kankoni, Monipuri and Gurkhali which are the
mother tongues of some small number of poeple, In the 8th
scheduls of the Constitution of India by the Act of Padlament.
But . the Santdll language. despite volumes of memoranda
to tha then Prime Minlister for its Inclusion, in the language Bill,
could find no place. This was a.dellberate act of injustice
meted out to the Santal people. A single act of kindness of
Government of india by including the Santaii language In
the 8th schedule of the Consitution would have been
sufficient to kindle the spirit of leaming in the minds of more
than &0 lokhs of Sontali speaking people of the country.
Governmant of India therefore, must of hecessity give
recognition to the Tribal languages which have developed
thelr text books and literature in order that the children of
the tribals could prosecute thelr prmary education in their
own mother tongues as envisaged under Arficle 350 - A of
the Constitution.

It is pertinent to mention here about the religious beliefs
ot the Santaks. The 'Sama’ religion which the Santais profess
rces not seem to hold any Philosophy to Inspire the
comrmunity to rise up higher in the spiritugl fields. towards
expanang thought and mental perfection. The religion has

a great bearing on the cultural life of a community. The
refigion which does not teach about love. compassion,
aftrulsm, charity and kindness cannot spread among the
mankinds. According to Dr. 8. Radhakrishnan *if religlon s
not dynamic and pervasive, If it does not penetrate every
form of human life and influence every type of human
activity. it is only a veneer and not a redlity. If on the
otherhand. we belleve that our faith Is widespread and its
adherants are conforming their acts to the Iideals they
profess, then the conclusion Is inevitable that the religon is
Invaluable as means for the imporovement of the individual

and soclety’’.

The Santals have do doubt preserved, anclent culiure
and language but they have tended to remain stagnant.
static and obsurantist, They have failed to march with the
time. The cobwebs of blind faith, superstitions, degenerated
conservative traditions and cusotms retarded the progress
of the community in the spheres of social and cuttural life.
The use of rice beer in all religious and social functions has
become a curse which is based on superstitions and not on
sclentific reasonings. The writers of Santali Iterature, therefore.
mistlook beyond the boundaries of anclent orthodox culiure
and customs and swimin the high seas of knowledge instead
of becoming frogs in the wells. In the modern age of hi-tech
and nter-net. old order must yield place to the nhew.

Reference:

. TrbalLow and Justice by W. C. Archer.

2.  Asantal Dictionary Vol - 1 by Rev. P. O. Bodding.

3. Recovery of Faith by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.

4 ‘Hital' a Santali Epic Poem by Pt. Raghunath Murmu.
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PRIMITIVE TRIBAL GROUPS : THEIR PROBLEMS AND DEVELOPMENT

Tribes are at various stages of soclo-economic

development Atthe one exireme are the groupswhichlead
relatively a secluded and archaic mode of life while at the
other exirerne are groups which are indistingulshable from
the general agricultural communities. The former group
comprises earlier stages of economic evolution, such as,
hunters, food-gatherers and shifting cultivators. The Iatter
group comprises backward communities which are
economically worse off compared to the general
population. Settled agricultural economy may be taken ds
the water-shed for distinguishing the communities belonging
to the former group from the communities belonging to the
latter group. Hunting and gathering as food-seeking octivities
constitute pre-agricultural economy. Likewise, shifting
cultivation is a pricr stage of economic development. The
communities who carry on pre-agricultural economic
activitles may be called primitive groups.

In the graduation of economic actlvities, of the
primitive groups hunfing and food-gathenng activities are
af the lowest stage of technology. and shiffing cultivation
forms the highest stage of technology Again. shifting
cultivation itself is a graduation from hunting and food-
gathering to that of settled agncuiture.

In addition to hunting. fced-gathering and shifting
cultivation Iteracy may be added-which may indicate the
general level of socio-econcmic development of a
community.

N. K. BEHURA

All the tribal communities are not developing at a
uniform rate. Some of them show a decling trend or a static
or stagnating state. Those who are Increasing in number show
adifferentlal gfowth rate. There are some tribal communities
whose growth rate is far below than the commeon tribal
growth rate. As such, growth rate may be taken as one of
the criterion to identify the primitive groups. Alongwith low
rate of Iterocy and pre-agricuttural level of economy.

PARAMETERS :

1.  Sze ofthetotal population is relatively small; which lives
in isolation.

2 The baosls of life centres round hunting and food
gathering in a state of semi-nomadism.

3. Besidesthe above, the primitive state of life is marked
by part dependence on crude agrculiure as siash and
burn tyge and no occupational specialisation.

4.  Theimplement: used for digaging reots and tubers and

carrying on shifting r.utvation are digging-stick, bil-
hook. hoe and axe

5 Bow and amow & the main weapon of chase, and

snares ond frops are used for catehing birds and smail
animals.

€. On certain occasions fire 1s made by frichon or dril
method.
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Minimum wearing apparel, which consists of a plece
of loin cloth and an apron made of fibres or coarse
cotton threads.

The hut is tiny and is either a wind-break or a little
secured sheltfer made from locally available materials.

Personal effects and material belongings are very few
and simple.

It Is egalitarian and no economic differentiation exists
amaeng the members. The economic life has a
communalistic base.

Yeuth dormitories and tibal councils at the vilage and
intervillage level are important institutions, ond

leadership is polymorphic.
Customary lows govern the soclo-cultural life.

Avery high degree of soclal infegration exists and there
I also tempered classificatory kinship system.

Conservative world view and persistence of
superstitions supernaturalism and occultism,

No. occupational diversification; no tendency for
capital formation and no tendency for acquisition of
weaith by unfar means.

Continernent to an ecological niche of relotive
Qutonomy and holding on to it with the greatest
aduptive capacity

Societes are segmentary, consssting of a number of
exaaamcus cians. The signiticant eference group is
the trite of @ larger segment of it The subtribe, which
s esrgle. endogameus ethnic group occupies a more
of less contguous terifory

Thers is very fittle specialization of soclal roles, there is
role - wifer=ntiation in terms of kinship and the otherrole
sper wilizotions are headman, pniest, shaman, medicine

man etc.

19. Non-literate and have a shallow historical time
conception. Lack abstract thinking.

20.  Persondiities are endowed with a strong sense of reafity.
Everything Is attributed to the volition of supernatural

powers and manes,

Thus a primitive community is characterkzed by such
qualities as soclo-cultural distinctiveness, smaliness,
homogeneity, teitoriality, and all pervading self-sufficiency.
All these characteristics are not found In a consteliation
among all the primitive tribes. They are found In different
degrees in the various tribes. However, Government of India.
during the fifth plan period felt the need for identifying the
real backward communities amongst them as primitive
groups for launching Micro Projects for their integrated
development. For identification as primitive Tribal Group
(PTf.;) the following criteria were formulated (i) Pre-
agricultural leve] of technology and economy, (i) Low rate
otliteracy. (i) Declining or near stagnant population. and
(V) General backwardness due to seclusion and
Consequential archaic mode of living,

in f:o for 75 primitive tribal groups (PTGs) have been
niined and each has been covered by a Micro Project.

. Andhra Pragesh -

18,

I BedoGadaba, 4. DongriaKhond.
i- Bondo Parojq, 8.  Guiob Gadaba.
- Chenchu, 6. Khond Paroja.
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7.  Kolam.
8 KondaReddy.

9. KondaSavaras.

10. KutiaKhond.

11.  ParengiParoja.

12. Thotis.
Bihar :

13. Asurs

14. Birhor

15. Bljia.

16. Hill Kharia.
17. Korwas.

18. Malpahanas.‘
19. Pahariyas.
20. Sauria Paharia
21. Savar.

Gujarat :

22. Kathodi.
23. Kotwalia.
24, Padhar.
25. Siddl.
26. Kolgha.
Kamotaka:

27. JenuKuruba.
28. Korago.

Kerala:

29. Cholanaikayan
J30. Kadar.

31 Kahunoyakan

6.

7.

32. Kurumba.
33. Koraga.

Madhya Pradesh :

34. Abujh Marias.
35. Balgas.

36. Bharias,

37. Hill korbas.
38. Kamars.

39. Saharios

40. Birhor,

Maharastra:
41,

Katkaria(Kathodia)

42. Kolam.
43. Maria Gond.

Manipur:

44. Mamram Nagas.
Orissa:

45, Birhor
Bondo

Didayi
Dergria-Khond
Juang.

Kharia.
Kutiag-Khond
Langia Soura.
Lodha.

RBR283858¢8

Chuktia Bhunjia.

55. Mankidia. 67. Rajls.
. PaudiBruyans. 4, W pangal,
57. Soura.
10. Rajasthan: :- EL":;’-
; as.
58. Seharias. 0. Totos
1. TYomilNadu:
59. KattuNaickans 15. Andaman & Nicobar
80. Kotos. Islands ;
6}, Kurumbas. 71. Great
62. Iruas. Andarnanese.
63. Panians 72, Jorwas.
64. Todas. 73. Onges.
12. Tipura: 74. Sentenelese
65. Reangs. 75. Shompens,
13. UHtarPradesh:
66. Buxaos.

There has not been any comprehensive study of the
primitive tribal groups from development view point. it is
absolutely necessary to study all these tibes from the notional
perspective of development. Varous State Governments
have surveyed the dernographic and soclo-economic
conditions of these tritzes i thelr respactive areas. Butitis
hecessary to complle oll such data from the view points of
tribal development and planring with reference to their core

culture, natural resources at thelr command and their human
resources.

These tribes are dispersed all over the country. They
differ from one ancther in racial features, kanguage. social
organization. world view and ecosystem. All the majort
language families. namelty, Austric, Dravidian, Tibeto Burmese
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and Indo-Aryan, of Indla are found amongst them as moth

longues. ‘
Tribes of India exhibit a greatl deal of diversity of
ethnictty, language und culture amongst themselves. They
also greatly vary with regard to thelr size and density. In the
kibal India there are both unethnic and polyethnic areas
Mixed or polyethnic setllements have grown out of frequent
migrationfor better habitats. Tnbat communities lving In each
other's close proximity losely articulate with one ancther
asymmetrically, But the primitive tribal groups are invanably
In a disadvontageous position In several cases they are
under constant deminance of others both tibal and non-
kibal. They are confronted with a variety of problemsin the
fast changing ecosystems. Their numerical smaliness or micro-
sze invariably keeps them in a non-viable position in the
present context. Being primitive and Preponderantly small
In number and asseliess, they are not abile to compete with
others for politico-econemic gains. They are unable to keep
pace with economic davelopment process with involves new
ideas. new elements, new skilis and a different kind of

arhiculation.

In recent years, being pressed by lorger and
economicaily stronger groups. both tnbol and non-tribal, their
socCial structures ore getting disrupted and disjointed. In
Andbhra Pradesh Gonds by their sheor numerical strength,
economic power, politicol supremacy ond higher sociql
status have stounted the growth of the social Systems ang
efficrescence of primitive tnbes ke Kenda Reddys and Thotis
"he sume i the case with Hij Kharigs and Juangs n Orissq .

The Plght ond tribulations of the Primitive tnbes i
Facrer bec i they are at the lowest rec-hno-economic

level and thelr economic life is miserably non-viable as i
mainly revolves round hunting, gathering and collection. As
such, their social systems remains vulnerable to disorder.
Constant deprivation and ill-heaith lead to the shattering of
thelr personaldy and cultural systems. Man Is the only socio-
cultural being. Soclety and culture have biological survival
value for him. The personality of the newly bom cannot be
properly shaped If soclety and culture do not fulfll thelr
functions. The crux of their problems Is economic.

Daubing the minor tribes as "primitive’ does not mean
that they are not capable of achieving higher level of
technology and development. Although the term Is not
value-neutral. It is designed to Identify a community which is
technoeconomically backward as per an ortholinear
parametre, Therefore, It should not be construed as an
egreglous folly of the social scientists who have coined the
terminology. The ‘primitives so-called, suffer from
backwardness due to historical, ecological and political
factors. They invariably suffer from deprivation and
exploitation. The materiqls of their food and their
consumption pattern are simple, and their calorie In take Is
below average. with progressive enactment of forest lows
'hey have been deprived of their customary right over forest
produces,

The term primitive is taken to mean simple of
;:‘l:iff?renhafed asthe polar opposite of complex structure.
Citure of pr esent-day primitive tribql socleties to some

D -
W contemporariesin every sense of the term. They are win'
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our fime frame and not outside It. Their cognitive frame s
similar with that of ours. Their economic backwardness is

attributed largely to the absence of opportunities rather than
to innate intellectual incapacity.

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS : All the primitive tribes are still

inthe stage of food gathering, collection, hunting and shifting
cultivation. They continue to veer round pre-agricultural
technology. They are more egalitarian. They consider the
natural resources as common communal properties, and

strictly abide by the communlity management of all
resourcess.

Primitive tribes solely depend on the adjoining forests
for their food and other requrements and their requirements
are very simple. In the past their economy fully veered round
the forest and forest resources. These tribes, all-over the
country. continue to subsist exclusively on gathering,
coliection fishing, hunting and shifting cultivation. Rhetorically
speaking, they live the life of ‘natural man’; considering their
forest-clad habitat. which Is a perennial source of food ond
other requirments. Tribal societies have their own Indigenous
ways of choosing food items from the nature as they have
thelr own methods of food production. Of course, focd

Production is related to the vaiue system, customs and
cultural habits. Their choices in the food system are regulated
by their own categorization of food and nan-food within the
SCope of their environment and locai availacility They used
to glean from the forest a large variety of edble, commerdial
ond industral raow materials. nameiy . honey. fruts, nuts. roots,
fubers, greens; arrow-root mushrocms. flowers, leaves,
Creepers. barks. herer mecicines, sal resin, lac. cocoons,

paim juice, larva of heney bees and wasps, hides, horns,
feathers, bones, meat and fish.

Forest collection. fishing and hunting have sharply
declined in recent years, firstly because forest areas have
diminished with the reclamation of forests for agricultural,
industral and rehabiltation purposes while pressiure on forests
have increased several fold with the rapid growth of
population. Secondly. in the past fribals used to depeand on
the forest and used to exploit forest resources atmost
exclusively for thelr sustenance because they ived within or
in the proximity of forests, biut since shdies non-tribals have
been exerting more pressure on the forests for commercial
reasons. Thirdly, their traditional rights over all the forests in
their habitat have been nullified with executive measures,
and finally, centrol and management of forests have been
taken over by the concerned State Governments,

All these incidents connote encroachment upon the
traditional rights and sources of food and other needs of the
tibal people who have no alternative source to depend
upon for survival, Without substantiol change in the
environment tribals are not likely to modify their traditional
modes of living in few derades Depletion of forest resources
on the one hand and impotition of restrictions of the use of
existing forests on the: oiner Hinve brought miseries to the
gribol pecple, Trioak teel iral thay e belng systematically
deprived of the nch naturai rescurces, which are parts of
thewr ecosystem, by unscupdlous money lenders, UsUrpors.
land-grabbers and state agencies. Primitive tribes accept
members of larger and dominant fribes, and scheduled
Castes in fheir habitat as part of the trioal universe but not
others (the residuary groups).
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The national forest pollcy (1952) has drastically cut
down the traditional rights of tribals In the forests. forest now
constitutes an imporiant component of national wealth, and
as such, it Is now managed on a commercial line. But the
policy ignored the exlstence of fribals who have been the

denizens of forests for centuries,

In the early 70's Natlonal commission on Agriculture in

its report on forestry accepted the essential needs of the
tibal people, such as. fuel fodder and timber. and held that
those are to be mel through integrated forestry
development. In pursuance of this view the idea of ‘Social
forestry was concerned In the tifth five year plan.Social
forestry is conseived as ancillary to commercial forestry. The
Natlonal Commission of Agriculture has detined the scope
of soclal forestry fo include fam forestry, extension forestry,
reforestation of degraded forests and recreation forestry,
There must be clearcut reformulation of national forest poficy
so that anomales and ambiguities can be set aside. The
N.C A. converted the customary rights of tribes into some

Concessions.

A viat:le social forestry should constitute the cardinal
ingrea.ent ot national forest policy a high priority will have to
be given ! c the development of non-timber forest produces
(NTP). Studies show that in several areas non-timber forest
produces yleld 10% to 50% of the income of the tribal
howseholds In 1978 State Ministers Conterence on Forest and
Tnbal Welfare decided to recognise nghts of collection of

non-hmber forest produce by the tnbal communities, In this
gume.  forest-dwelling primitive tribes are in g

Sieadyortagecus position.
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In many quarters It is felt that the tribals be given
partnership In forest management. But no true partnership
between the people and the forest management
bureaucracy can be sustained unless there Is institulionalised
arrangement to build up mutual trust and confidence. The
1988 forest Policy has attempted to mitigate some of the
grievances of forest dwelling tribal communities. One of its
objectives Is “to ensure environmental stabllity and
maintenance of ecological balance including atmospheric
equilibrium which are vital for sustenance of all life forms,
human, animal and plants. The derivation of direct economic
benefit must be subordinated to this principal aim®
(Paragraph 2.2 of 1988 NFP). Through this policy emphasizes
on the one hand that the rights and concessions enjoyed by
them should be fully protected. on the other it states that
their domestic requrements of fuelwood, fodder. non-timber
forest preduce, and house construction materials should be
made available to them at reasonable prices. This means
that they cannot collect these materials themselves freely.

This decision certainly obliterates the age-old symbiotic
relationship that existed between the tribal people and
forests. nevertheless, it also suggests that.. °* all agencies
responsible for forest management... should associate the
tnbal people closely in the protection. regeneration and
development of torests as well as to provide gainful
employment to people living in and around the forest

(paragraph 4,6 of 1988 NFP).

FOREST AND THE TRIBAL :
The tribal has always lived in an intimate relationship

o<

with the forest. Thus the tribal regarded himself as the lord ot



the forests. Now he has been turned into a subject and has
been placed under the Forest Departiment of his state. Tribal
vilages are no longer an essential part of the forests, but are
there merely on sufferance The traditional rights of the tribals
are no longer recognized as ‘rights’. These had become
‘ights and privilleges’ in 1 894. but in 1952 they becamerights-

concessions, and as per 1988 NFP they have become mere
concessions, such as.

a) Right to take water for agricultural purposes.
b) Digging of wells or canals for agricuttural purposes.
c) Free grazing In open forests (Under passes).

d) Removal of stones and earth for domestic or
agricultural use.

e) Removal of timber, bamboos, reeds, canes etc. for
construction and repair of houses and for agricuttural
implements.

N Collection and removal of head loads of deed wood
for domestic use

@  Collection of grassfor cattie and for covering their huts.

Fishing and hunting excluding the protected fauna.
D  Cuttivation of forest londs.

However there is no uniformity in the grant of these
concessions/privilages by the States. and moreover, these
are confined to certain categcones of farests, and sometimes
to certaln regions of a particular state.

BOUNDARY DISPUTE:

in some of the states the forest boundaries run very
close to the trical habitations. This has led to confiict between
the tibals and the forest department. In Onissa, where this

confiict is pronounced, the Tribes Advisory councll has been
recommending from time to time that the reserved torest
boundary should be at least one furlong away from vilage
boundary. The forest authorities on the other hand argue
that If the boundaries are shifted the fribals will encroach
upto the boundary line and that the process of shifting will
thus continue indefinitely. In some places (HP) village
patwaris had entered forest areas as private land In the
vilage land records ond allowed the trees to be cut.

Administration takes serious notice of such mal-practices to
check denudation of forests.

CONVERSION OF FOREST INTO REVENUE VILLAGES :

Forest vilages had been set up in remote and
lnaccessible forest areas with a view to providing
uninterrupted manpower for forestry operation. Due to
improved accessibliity some of the states have converted
forest villages into revenue villages wiil before 1980.
Nevertheless there still exist between 2500 to 3000 forest

villages in the country. Besides these there are unauthorised
habitations

In March, 1984 the then Ministry of Agriculture
suggested to the Sicte/UT Governments that they may confer
heritable and inaienntie rights on forest villoges if they were
in occupation of land for maore than 20 years. This proposal
could not be fully iImplemented as the duration ot
occupation ran into controversy. The National Forest Policy.
1988 states that these should be developed on pat with
revenue villages. The Ministry of Environment and Forests has
taken a decision that forest vilages may be converted into
Revenue vilages with prior approval of Government. Such
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villages enclosed in forest areas should preferably be
entrusied to the State Forest Departments. such cases may
be settled In accordance with the forest (Conservation) Act,
1980. But the Notification No. 13.1./90 NFP (18-9-90) of the
Ministry of Environment and Forest is sllent about the nature
of development activitles to be carrled out in such villages.
The quastion Is whether such villages will come under the
perview ot DRDA or ITDA. Block or Micro Project for the
purpose of underlaking development activities or not. has

not been spelt.

SHIFTING CULTIVATION :

Shifting cultivation. commonly known as Jhum or Podu,

is practised by most of the primitive tribes who inhabit the
hilis. shifting cultivation consists ot cleaning the hill siopes,
burning the tallen trees, bushes and shrubs and then dibbling
or broad-casting the seeds in the ash-covered soil with the
advent of monsoon. In Orissa a proficlent agricultural tribe
like the Lanjia Sacra, who build superb terraces on hillsiopes
for paddy cultivation. practise Bagada or shifting cuttivation
for harvesting multiple crops. This is so because oilseeds,
pulses. millets ond leguminous crops grow better on hill
clearings than elsewhere for at least two consecutive years,
it they stop shifting cultivation practice they will be deprived
of these crops and will be reduced to a miserable
conartion.Most of the wetlands in tribol areas are in the hands
of non-tribals. As such there are no suitable arable land for
the primitive hibal groups to grow crops Laws have been
eracted to prevent iransfer of lands of thbals to non-tribats,
bt this 5 no panacea. Tribals are easy preys to varous
temiztanions of unscrupulous non-tibals and being victimes
ot momentary temptations they sumreptitously meortgage their

land by oral agreement. The nen-tribals enjoy undisputed
possession for a considerable period of time and ultimately
they establish ownership by the rule of adverse possession or

by benamitransaction or by legal trickery.

At the moment shifting cultivation Is an essential
practice and Is unavoldable as it Is a way of life for several
tribes of North-Eastern. South-Eastern. Central and Southern
reglons. But the 1988 National Forest policy categorically
states that “*shifting cultivation is affecting the environment
and productivily of land adversely. Atternative avenues of
Income, sultably harmonised with the right land use
practices. should be devised to discourage shifting
cultivation. Efforts should be made to contain such cultivation
within the area already affected, by propagating improved
agricuttural practices. Area already damaged by such
Cultivation should be rehabiitated through social forestry and
energy plantation (Paragraph 4.7 of NFP, 1988). Shifting
cultivation cannot be practised in the same patch of hill slope
year after year. In order to make such land cultivable terraces
will have to be constructed alongwith solid contour bunding.
Thus terracing of shifting cultivation land is essential.

PASTORALISM :

The condition of pastoral tribes, such as, Toda, Banjara,
Gaudu, Padhar and Koya is equally depiorable. They now
face the severe problems of pasture and fooder for their
livestock. For want of adequate feed, their livestocks get
emaciated and diseased. The livestock become
unproductive and a burdan. This s true of other tribes whose
economy aiso partly depends on cartle. goat. sheep and
other livestock
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Formerly Toda, Gaudu Padhar and Koya used to
depend for the major part of their subsistence on dairy
farming. but now it has become totally uneconomic for them
for want of adequate pasture and fooder. Landless padhar,
Gauda and Koya tribesmen, emigrate out from their native
villages and take to wandering of seasonal migration.

Migration has a demoralising effect on these people, and it
also weakens their soclal organization.

BONDED LABOUR:

In spite of the fact that forced or bonded labour is

prohibited under Article 23 of the Constitution, it still exists in
one form or another in the tribal areas. It Is called Bethy or
Jeetha or Goti, It Is mostly the members of primitive tribes
that suffer from this vicious practice because of their
simplicity. In Kerala the Paniyans, Kururnba and Adiyans, In
Tamil Nadu the lrulas and panians, in Andhra Pradesh the
Irulas and Yenadis. and in Orissa the Koya. Bondo, Chuktia
Bhunjia, Juang ond Paudi Bhuyan suffer from this sordid
practice. Although the practice of bonded labour has been
made illegal. it still exists surrepfitiously. Besides the system of
bonded labour, serfhood also existed in tribal India. The
Paniyas, who constituted the major bulk of agricuttural labour
in Wynad of Kerala, used to be brought and sold alongwith
land holdings. to which they were attached as labourers.

EXPLOMATION :

With lorge scate land alienation, depletion of forest
resources and impaosition of restriction on the traditional tribal
mode of use of forest and forest lond and other natural
resources in their habitat, tricals in general, but primitive tribes
in parricular. have been Mmode more vulnerable to

exploftation. Forest and forest lands provided them, in the
past, a sense of security, which ls no longer there. Land and
forest provide to them spiritucl bonds between them and
thelr ancestors, and between them and thelr progenies. With
no land of thelr own or Inadequate quantities of land and
frequent natural calamities and the habits of drinking have
forced them into fim ond inextricable clutches of money
lenders. On the other land. institutional finance and public
credit faclities remain beyond the paole of the operational
comprehenslon of the primttive tribes. Members of advanced
and majority tribes have started articulating with the public
financial and credit institutions, but members of primitive
tibes are still far away from them. The lure of credit from

government institutions often leads to exploitation by
unscrupulous middiemen.

Now Tribal exploiters have joined the professional non-
tribal band of exploiters. No attention has been paid to this
emerging phenomenon. If this trend grows in strength, there

cannot be any cory solution for it. This will become Q
dangerous form of exploitation.

in Orissa Sacra, Paudi Bhuiyan, Kutia Kondh, Dongria
Kondh and Lonjin $norms pledge frult frees, crop fields to
Dom or Pano middiemen during lean period of the year
against loan faken af the time of dire necessities. Exploitation
has penetrated daep into the economic life of the people.
Money-lenders and unscrupulous fraders operate and
sabotage Government schemes The cumbersome
technicalities of public financial institutions provide all sornts

of disincentives to innocent primitive tribals. who are reqQly
scared of such institutions.
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PROBLEMS OF HEALTH AND HYGIENE ;

The age-old isolation of the primitive tribes was broken

with the consiruction of roads to tribal interiors after

Independence. Consequently they were exposed to new

situations and new pecple. This sudden face-to-face

interaction with non-tribals earned them certaln new

diseases. Tl now no serious attempt has been made to

prepare a fribal health profile In the country. Many endemic
diseases have been reported in tribal areas. Some of the
miner tribes like Jarwa and Sentinelsse are on their way fo
become extinct. Sudden change in the acosystems of tribal
settiements and migration of non-tribal population into tribal
areas. it s believed. have led 1o the spread of diseases with
which the fribal people were not famiilar in the past. Medical
foclities In fribal areas are utterly Inadequate and tribals
hardly get any protection against such diseases. They
continue to depend on their traditional magico-religlous and

ethno-medical systems.

Tribals these days hardiy get any animal or vegetable
protein. Games of animals and birds. as well as wild frults
and nuts. are no longer available. In the past they used to
meet thelr protein requirements from locally available tood
materals. Some of the primitive tribes like Hill Kharia. Paudi
Ehuiyan. Juang. Kutia Kondh, Dongria Kondh, Birhor,
Mankidia and others do rear pouttry, sheep. goats and pigs
tut they seidom use them as their food. They sell, as and
when necessary, therr ivestock to meet their urgent pressing
needs Decline of protein Intake lands them in physical
emociation and makes them susCeptible to dsease.

PROBLEM OF EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATION ;

There has been a steady rise in the level of education
of the tribes as a whole, but the educational achlevement
of primitive tribes Is far from satlsfactory. Education Is a
prelude to modernkation and economic development. In
most cases the primitive tribas are monolingual because of
their spatial isolation, and lack of exposure. Some of their
male members do babble a second language, that is, the
reglonal language for interacting with members of the
encysting societies. When they are not proficient in the
regionallanguage they cannot communicate with out-siders
without the help of interpreters. In Orissa the interpreters are
either the Pano or the Dom (Schedules castes), who live In
the neighbourhood of primitive tibes and who are in intimate
articulation with the latter. Wheregs members of various fribes -
living in the some locality seldom know each other’s mother
tongue.

In tribal interiors primary schools function only in records
ond terely in reality. Members of pnmitive tribes remain away
from formal education and for acute economic reasons
never voluntarlly send thelir children to schools. Unless the
adults in @ community relise the importance and utility of
modern education. they will not come forward to send thelr
childrento schools. Apart from this there are other problems,
hamely. inappropriate cumculum. medium of instruction.
formal school environment, schoof timing, educator-educant
relationship efc. hinder Progress of formal education among
the primitive tribes.
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TRADITIONAL INSTITUTION :

Traditional kinship and non-kinship assoclations and
Institutions among the primitive tribes are gradually dwindling
away or becoming weak. In the past these Institutions largely
filed in the socio-cultural life of the people. Lineage. clan,
youth dormitories, age-grades, age-sets, shamanism, trioal
councll, vilage headman etc. fulfiled many Important
functions which were so vital and cruclalto the socio-cuttural

life of the people. These institutions have served and
bolstered up these small scale primitive groups to servive for
thousands of years. Neither there was a centralised sovereign
power nor a written constitution to regulate the life of the
people. Social integration in each of these communities was
maintained by on internal corporate authority structure
based on tradition and customary laws. But since
independence a new type of consciousness has been
created in the minds of the Indlan masses, which includes
rights of a citzen in a democratic, secular and socialistic
society, rule of law and the government as the omnipotent
omnibus. New democratic institutions, like Gram Sabha,
Vilage Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti. and Zilla Parishad
have been created. These are constituted through an
electroal system based on adult franchise. This process gave

rse to the emergence of modern functional elites in tribal
societies too.

From among the primitive tribes moderm lecders have
not emerged in any perceptible manner for lack of modem
education atthough the traditional leadership has been
rendered in effective This has produced d concatenation
of adverse repercussions on these tribes. particularly such a
Phenomenon impedes their development

PROBLEM OF LEADERSHIP :

All these tribes In the past had a very well organised
political ife with clearcut spatial delimitations, The political
organization of each tribe has become weak and unsettled
after Independence. Former Isolatlonism of these tribes has
gradually crumbled as State agencles were extended onto.
them. infegration with the larger society has not helped
equally alithe tribes. While some have benefitted alot, some
others are still in an economic quandary. This has happened
because these communities lack modern functional
leadership. Growth of community leadership deserves
immediate attentfion, which can co-ordinate activities
between the development agencies and the people.

SOCIALINPUTS IN DEVELOPMENT AND THE PRIORITIES :

A primitive soclety tends to be conservative and is siow
in adopting change. The customary sanctions and the world
view are the reasons for conservatism. Lack of emergence
of new institutions may be another reason which favours
conservatism. New institutions need be created which are
dynamic but framed on the basis of the bread outline of the
soclal Inputs of the community concerned. Priorities in
development rmiay oo be decided on the bass of the needs
of the people The hereaficianes may be given the freedom
to exercise their option for development programmes in view
of their capabiiities and other related factors.

A RECIPE FOR THEIR DEVELOPMENT :
Since sixth AVE-YEAR plan special Projects or Micro

Projects are in operation for the development of each of
these primitive tnbal groups. The coverage of a Micro Project
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has been limited to 500 familles. Now more than 15 lakh tribal
population has come under the scheme. Government of
india has been funding the Micro Project from Special Central
Assistance account on cent-percent basis. it Is heated by a
Special Officer, who is assisted by field Officers, such as one
Junior Agriculture Officer. one Welfare Extension Officers. Field
Assistants (one or more) and several multipurpose workers,
The total annual grant for c1 Micro Project varies now from 10
to 12 lakh rupees. All thete Officers and office Class-ll and
Class-IV employees including a Jeep driver draw their salaries
from the Micro Project, conhsequently nearly 25 to 30 per cent
of money of the total allotment Is spent on salarles of there
staff. The Junior Agricultural Otficer and the Weltare Extention
Officer should draw their salaries from the controliing ITDA.

There should be an Integrated approach in the
development process of primitive tibal groups (PTGs) as the
quoality of their iives Is deplorable even after twenty years of
special planning for them. The minimum needs programme
(MNP}, Introduced in the Fifth Five-Year plan. which Included
(@ elementary education, (b rural heaitth services, (i) rural
water supply, (iv) rural roads, (v) rural electrification,
(vi) house-sites for the landless, (vi) environmentaql
'mprovement of urban slums and (viil) nutrition programmes.
Nene of these has been aftended 1o satistactorily. The PTGs
suffer from ricute food deprivation bacause of the restriction

mmposed on the exploitation of forest resources. This restriction
cannot be relaxed in_view of rapid environmental
degrudation in the country. And turther, those depending
o shifting cuffivation are now under sever stress os fresh
etzhes of hil sliopes are not available to them to continue
w0 the practice. Intensive use of shifting cultivation fisids

make them fully unproductive and biren. These patches can
be used for settled agricultural purposes If such hill slopes
are terraced and hill stream water is directed on to them,
Terracing would need lower contour bunding without which
water cannot be retained and soil we .'d be eroded very
fast. Government should chalk out a comprehenssive
scheme to accomplish terracing hills slopes under the

occupation of shifting cultivators.

First of all village fallows must be used to raise
community forest and plantation of fruit-bearing trees. The
landless in the vilage can find employment has wage-labour
in order to supplement thelr income from other sources. The
vilage forest must be aslarge and extensive as possible, The
vilage council ls to manage the forest.

For Income-generation a wide variety of progrommes
be designed, but the implementation of such programmes
should have a mechanism of coordination. with the
ecosystem and human resources of the PTGs concerned.
The main livelihood occupations should Include (i)
Agriculture, (i) Horticulture, (iip Floriculture, (iv) Animal
husbandary. (v) Craft-activities, (vi) Fishing. (vi)) Diary farming
and (vii) small trade, Along side these, each foamily be
allotted one of the following subsidiary occupr® ns,
depending on the avaliable manpower, human and other
réesources and interest. There should not be any other
consideration in the aliocation of minor or subsidary
occupation. These should include : () Goatery, (i) Piggery,
@i Poultry-keeping. (iv) Bee-keeping, (vi) Sericulture. (vii)
Carpentry, (vii) Blacksmithy, (i) Tailoring, (x) Mechanies to
undertake minor repairs. (xi) Electrnician. and (xii}
Man utacturing ot traditional musical instruments.
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In each village a credit co-operative soclety be formed
and the village Mutltipurpose’' worker be made its Secretary.
Supply of raw materials and marketing of agricultural and
non-agricultural produces be undertaken by thils co-
operative soclety. Quick transport service may be provided
to a number of adjoining village for sale of perishable
commodities. Fruit processing units may be set up with the

help of co-operatives for canning of fruits and boftling of
fruits jUICBs:

implementation of all these economic programmes is
dependent on administrative restructing of the Micro Project.
The number of Multipurpose workers be increased so that
one worker can attend to a complete village consisting of
around thirty families or so. The Multipurpose worker has to
function as an agricultural extension officer, teacher, health

worker, cooperative assistant and true guide of the people
in the new venture.

Without meaningful primary education economic
development cannot be accelerated. Primary education
at least increases one’s level of awareness, and such a
person is able to articulate with the development
bureaucracy and administrative set up. For continung
education, functional literacy and non-formal education be
implemented at selected centres, and for adults there should
be adult-education The medium of instruction in primary
school should be the mother tongue of the pupils.

Heaqith of the PTGsis in a hazardous state. They continue
to depend on their age-old magico-religious and traditional
ethno-medicine man. These medicine men be given basic
training in First-Aid method so that they can attend to some

primary allments and Injuries. The state Health system has
not been able o cater fo the health needs of most of the
PTGs. Until the state health system is able to effectively serve
the tribal interiors. as a stop gap arangerment the traditional
healers of the PTGs be trained up in health-care services, to -
the extent possible, to serve thelr own socletles.

Urgent steps be taken to provide potable drinking
water round the year to all the PTG villages. no matter
wherever they are located, Any further neglect of the PTGs
will retard the total development process.
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STUDY OF TRIBAL CUSTOMS & TRADITIONS
IN ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

Though man Is a soclal animal, he s internally selfish.
So, every human soclety has got to ensure orderly and
harmonious social life. through appropriate regulatory
mechanisms of soclal control. These soclal control
mechanisms which regulate Individual conduct and group
behaviour are expressed in terms of soclal norms, usages,
values, ethics, morals. folkways and mores, public oplnion,
taboos, social sanctions,customs and traditions, representing
the "Collective will" or the *general conscience" of the society.

The genesis of social control begins with the institution

of group living. The members of a social group are
interdependent on each other for they share mutuality of
interest and therefore interact in a social network of mutual
lnterdebendenca. As a result thelr responses in different
situations become similar and these are accepted as the
homative pattern of behaviow of the group. The repeatative
performance and continuity of such behaviourial pattem
over period of time say through generations givesrise to habilt
formation. The members of the group become accustomed
to it. Thus, when a particular normative behaviour or usage
mouids the life regulates the conduct of the individuals
according to the expectations of fellowmen, i becomes a
“‘Custorn’ The continuity of observance of a custom makes
# obigatory and deviations form it are not always tolerated
ara viewed seriowsly by the society.
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According to Sapir, * The word custom Is used to apply
to the totality of behaviour pattems which are carried by
traditions and lodged in the group as contrasted with more
random personal activities of the Individual " (1930 : 658).
Custom embodies those rules or norms which are approved
by the public opinion and sanctioned by the "general wil *
of the Community. It exists in peoples unexpressed
consclousness. Customary rules and practices comprised
unwritten or (uncodifled) code of conduct in all human
societies, and are forerunners of the modern law. Therefore
the modern courts recognise the established customary rules
and practices and hold that a custom inorder to be valid
must be obeyed from the consciousness of its obligatory
character.

A valid custom should have certain essential attributes.
It should be (1) ancient, (2) Continious, (3) Certain,
{4) reasonable, (5) Uniform and invariable, (6) obligatory.
(7) proved by clearand unambiguous evidence, (8) a matter
of fact not theory and (¢) established inductively not
deductively. further it should (10) not be immoral and
contrary fo justice. equity and good conscience, (11) have
Quthority behind it and (12) be in g fluid state to cope with
the dynamics of change.

cus.roml. The difference between both the terms is more
subjective than objective Traditions are ‘Social memories’



which consist of impressions concerning the tangible world,
intagible world and the conceptual world. While customs
are habitual ways of conduct among a soclal group, some
of the Inherited customs, institutions, speech, dress, laws.

songs and tales are traditions and the application of theterm
implies value judgement.

The substance of culture Is custom and tradition, with
custom being practically always supported by tradition, that

s by the knowledge, bellefs, ideas and standards of the
group.

Customs and traditions are prevalent in all kinds of
socleties - savage or civilised. These are rather more powerful
and persistent In simple primitive Socleties that in complex
modemn socleties. Their customary rules and traditions backed
by social and supernatural sanctions are rather effectively
enforced by their traditional chlefs, and councils who take
decisions by ‘general consensus’ not by majority vote.
Violation of established customs and traditions are
considered punishable depending upon the gravity of
offence and the magnitude of public opinion.

The motiey crowd of tribal communities living in various
parts of India have developed their own customs and
traditions which help to regulate their social Iife and maintain
their respective group identities”. However thelr informal and
traditional system of customary low and justice have started
weakening after superimposition of the formal British system
in British india and #s continuance after independence
Moreover, the factors like the rapidly changing social ond
political scenerio of the country, spread of education and
awareness constitutional safeguards for the Scheduled

Tribes, exposure to democratic poltical institutions like the
panchayatra) as well as the persuasive agents of social
change and modernisation, have further prodded the base
of the indigenous tribal customs and traditions. Forthe opcfthv
of younger generation and prolonged disuse, many
important tribal customs and traditions are becoming
obsolete and forgotten. However there are stil many
survivors who have survived the test of time to retain thelr
stronghold in certain traditional areas of tribal life,

In this situation, there emerges the need to codify the
unwritten tribal customs and traditions not only for
ethnologicalinterest or for bringing about a cuttural revivalism
but also to understand the tribal woys of fife In o better way
for the purpose of effectives administrative and
developemental intervention. Moreover, Indlan Constitution
adopting the "Panchasheel Policy tor Tribal Development”
advocated by Pt. Nehru our Late Prime Minlster, have
recognised the distinctiveness of tribal communities and
granted them a special status with certain priviages and

concessions to enable them to develop along the lines of
their cultural genius.

Though the need for codification of tribal customs ond
tradttions has been felt since the time of British rule, the works
done so far in this subject have not been very significant
and exhaustive in the context of Indian tirbes. however in
the contex of tribes living in different part of the world there
hove been many important anthropologicol ond
sociclogical studies conducted by eminent scholars like. Sir
Henry Maine, E.A. Hoebel, Malinowski, Radiffe-Brown, Max
Gluckman, Clyde Kiuckhohn, Heimendorf, Dimong and
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Seagle. Harlland , Wissler, Lynd. Nadet. Pospisll, Paul
Bohannan, Gulliver, Archer, Balley, Cohn, Edel, Evans-
Pritchard, Raymond Firth, Mdyer Fortes, Hodson, Koch,

Redfield, Stan, Turner, and many others.

EARLIER STUDIES

During the age of ‘explorations’, collection and
depiction of strange hablits and customs were considered
Important by the misslonarles, travellers and amateur
anthropologists. Later on, in the beginning of the present
century. anthropologists built up the professionat platform
to enuciate socio-cuttural theorles in succession consequent
upon rigorous empirical tield-work traditions. Mostly the
customs and traditions of the African and Australian tribes
aftracted their attention and provided them with the
intellectual impetus and theoritical thrust. The tibal mosaic
of india with its cultural divensity and struciural unity have

- not been explored anthropolegically with the same vigour.
The state of Orissa having more than 60 categories of tribes
including 12 identified primitive tribal groups and thus being
Q virigin field for anthropological studies still remains
unexplored more or less.

Inthe global perspective, the origin of systematic study
of social customs and traditions can be traced back to
Sir Henry Maine who s regarded as the father of
anthropological jurisprudence, He contradicted the views
of the Historical School of Jurisprudence fepresented by
saving that custom Is law per se and said that with
introgduction of writting, the unwritten customary law lost its
srength. He also found the relatonship between primitive
~ustomary law and religion, While maine held that custom is

the creation of judiclal technique. Austinian school of thought
held that custom Is a positive morality and it can not have
the force of law without approval of the Court. Ehriich, one
of the exponents of sociological school of Jurisprudence
defined custom as the living law of people based on social
behaviour rather than the compulsive norms of the state. In
the beginning Kohler's German School of late eighteenth
Century was more Interested in systematilzing the available
facts in the evolutionary scheme prevailing at that time.

In the beginning of the present Century, eminent
scholars lke Hartland defined primitive law as the totality of
customs and set the trend where In law and custom were
treated as one. The real trendsetter In this ine was sir Bronislaw
malinowski who not only started emplrical traditions of field
work but also Initiated descriptive and behaviourial analysis
of soclal facts deviating from the eariier ideological frend,
in his two famous works, Agronauts of Western Pacificiand
“Crime and Custom In Savage Society". Then came
anthropologists like Hoebel, Nadel, Firth, Kluckhohn, Fortes,
Evans-Pritchard. Gluckmann, Pospisil, Bohanan, etc. who
studied tribes in different parts of the world and carried
forward the tradition of anthropological study of primitive
customs and traditions.

Comming to India one finds that enough
anthrolpological works have not been done on castes and
tribes. Among the works done important ones are. Arthur
Steeli’s account of Hindu caste Customs and iaws (1848), WH
Rattigan's Digest of Customary Law of Punjab (1 880), Archer's
" Tribal Law and Justice (1984), Baileys “Politics and Social
Change *(1963), Barton's The Kalir gos* (1919), Buhlers, The
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Laws of Manu® (1964, Carrey's *A Garo Jungle Book (1991).
Derret's ‘Divorce by Caste Custom” (1963), Ewin’s Maria
Murder and Sulcide * (1950), Esme’s Study of Garo Customs
and Mythology (1885), Heimendorf's "Morals and Moerits"
(1967) and “Himalayan Barbary™ (1955), Hudson’s account
of Naga customs and superstitions (1920). Ishwaran's study
of customary law In village India (1964), Marak’s study of Garo
customary law, Mishra’s study of sex relations, law and soclety
(1978) and dispute resolution in Indlan soclety (1985), Rizvi's
works on Mina customary law and justice (1978,1987),
Srinivas's study of disputes in joint families and in Indian vilage
(1952,1962)(1950). Roy's "Customs and Customary law in
British India” (1987), Shibani Roy’'s comparative account of
tribal custornary laws of north-east India (1990). Pathak’s
teleclogical study of Adi customs and justice (1991) and

Goswaml's work on the customary law of patti Robhas of
Assam.

As regards the tribes of Orissa, they have so far not
recelved the anthropological-attention-that fhey really
deserve, Baring a few cases, N0 anthropological study of
thelr customs and traditions have been made among the
few existing works mention may be made of "The Bondo
Highlanders', *Religion of an Indian Tribe® the monograph
onthe Lonjia Saora and “Notes on the Juang* of Verrler Elwin,
David Archer's study of Oraon customs, P.K, Nalk’s study of
clan feuds of the Dongria kondhs, Recently the Tribal
Research Institute of Orissa has prepared seven reports
(unpublished) on the customs and traditions of seven tribes,
Viz-the Lanjia Saora, the Kutia Kondh, the Juang, the Hill-
Kharia, the Bondo, the Oraon and the Santal.

SAORA MYTHS

(A case study of the Langia Saoras of Serango)

Myths constitute an integral part of folklore and are
regarded with religious seriousness. Myth occupy a eloquent
place in the primitive society. They reveal the attitude of the
primitve peopie towards the earth, nature, the Sun, the Moon,
gods and Goddesses etc. The values and Ideals of human
soclety are expressed in myths.

The Saorgs aore one of the oldest known and primitive
tribes of Crissa. They inhabif there hill and forests in the
Gajapati and Rayagada districts in Onssa. They show their

Hrusikesh Mohapatra

racial resemblonce 1o the Proto Astraloid group. For
subsistence the Saoras primarily depend on shifting and
terrace cultivation whizh they practise on hill siopes. Besides.

their economy is suplemented by forest produce collection
and hunting.

The Saoras have a typical cullure of thelr own. Beinga
non-literate society, cultural elements such as : art, craft,
norms, values, ideologies. myths, proverbs, riddles. songs.
dance styles etc. are passed crally from one generahon o
another.
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Here s an ethnogrophic study of the Saora myths which
has been collected from the Saoras of Serango of Gajapati

District, Orissa,

ORIGIN OF MAN & FIRE

When the earth (Adaran) was just a mass of watery
body, thera lived a brother and a slster and no bodyelse.
This came tfo the notice of ged (Kitung). So he sent crow
(kaka) with some itching seeds (Rungdal). This reseulted a
severe tching of brother and skster. In order to get rid of the
itching they were Involved in a sexual intercourse and
uttimately mankind came into being. At that fime mankind
did not know the use of fire (Taagh and they took raw meat.
Once during lightening a heavy forest fire broke out. Many
birds and animal perished in that fire. The burnt meat of the
animals and birds, were immensely liked by the human race.
So the human race appealed before the brother and sister
to give them fire. The brother and sister created fire and they

died.

ORIGIN OF SUN

When the earth was in molten state there wete not a
single soul in earth. Gradually as it cooled, human beings
and animals came into existence. In the begining human
beings only took truits and tubers, but gradualy they had a
lking for raw meat. Due to the eating of the raw meat, g
man named Sham infected leprosy. So. he went to a doctor
who advised him to meet the Sun (Uyungsum). The doctor
tcid Sham that, the Sum could be only seen with the help of
tre percupine (Kanging) and advised him to meet him. Sham
with the heip of the parcupine went to the land of the Sun.
he requested the Sun fo come to eqarih and releve them

from their miserles. The Sun assured Sham that, he would

come fo earth. He gave Sham an egg (Amrresim). And sald

chick (Kansim) would come out of it and cry thrice and than

only he will come. Sham came to the earth and told the

desire of the Sun to the pecple but the animals were not
told. The egg finally hatched and a chick came out of t. It
tried thrice and the Sun cameto the earth. The animals were
terified by tts glaring light and they ran intothe Jungles. Sham
was cured of his leprosy and tthe Sun was feverently
worshiped from that day. It Is belived that Sun always comes
to the earth early in the morning after the crok’s crow.

ORIGIN OF MOON & THE STARS

The rays of the Sun fighted the earth first. The moon
{A'nga) and tha Sun (Uyungsum) Iive In the same spheres.
Once the Sun narated the tioubles of the people on earth
tothe moon. The moon was requested to reach the earth at
night and light it. The moon reach the earth and redlise the
troubles of the people by the ancestors (Yabuyanji) of the
Sun. Then he played a trick with the Sun. The moon requested
his son to take away his decendants to the upper sphere.
The moon then moved with all his decendants which he
concealedto the Sun. The stars (Tutud which appearsin the
night sky are the decendants of the moon.

ORIGIN OF WATER (RAIN)

Afterthe world was made there was no rain fora long
time. but when in did fa it came so heavily that it seemed
asifthere was nothing any where but water kittung thought
the world will be flooed again and the work will be undone.
So he sent his seven sons and tweive grandsons to make
channelsto draw the water off The sons made beds for rivers.
the grandsons made beds for strecims
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ORIGIN OF ECLIPSES

“The king of snake shadowed the Moon because the
moon did not please the people on earth. God settled the
disputes between the moon and the king of snakes. The

snake was advised to Conince the moon for s casual
shadowing'".

ORIGIN OF THUNDER & LIGHTENING

“Clouds Collde with each other with the help of wind
to rain on earth and thunders occur* bhew the clouds colide
In the sky the lightening effect reaches the earth.

There are many other myths in the oral traditions of the
Saoras which are functional. The actions and thought pattern
of the Saoras are Indicated in these myths. Myths help main
taining the social order and it explain the past as well as
present soclo-cultural life. Every myth is basically a

&
classification based religlous beliefs. Myth Is @ body of

message. in which compiex socio-cuftural meanings are
embeded.
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GOTAR CEREMONY AMONG THE GADABAS OF ORISSA

Societies throughout the world followed by passage
ceremonies (Van Gennep. 1960). This rites of passage
includes somekind of disconnection with an inttial status and
role, a limina! or inbetween period and the incorporation
into the new status and role. Death ceremonies considered
as the most prominent for the deceased who must be
removed from the world of iving to the symbolic world of
dead. This ceremonies occur over a supstantial pertiod of
time offer a death and ends with o “Great Feast” which is

Suresh Chandra Pradhan,

known Qs secondary mortuary ritual. One hand it aims ot
mapping the element of relation with the living being and
otherhand it sheds light on the supernatural power by which
persons are related to the sacred. To the physical
phenomenon are added to the social factors and as a resutt
participation of relatives and kinmembers plays a vital role
which help to maintain their social structure. Through this
Interaction the structure also creates feedback system.
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v
The aim of this article Is to give o description about the
Gotat ceramony whcih is the final death ritual among the

Gadaba Community to highlight the belief pottern magico-
religious practices to controlle the supernatural power

The Gadabas are one of the most colourful and
piimitive tribes of Orissa. They are one of the early settlers of
this country and trace their origin from the time of Ramayan.
They are mainly seen In adjoining mountainous tracts of
Andhra. Orissa and Madhya Pradesh Their main
concentration is in the district of Koraput. Broadly the term
Gadaba refers to Bodo and Oliar Gadaba. Some scholars *
mentain about parenga Gadaba, According to thelr
language Boda Gadaba belongs to mundari speaking
group whereas Ollar Gadabas speak in a Dravidian
language. Among the three groups Bodo Gadabas enjoys
the superior status than the other two.

A Gadaba Village is socially inter connected with g
series of vilages through various ties, The chlef of these ties
are Chorubhal and Panjiabhal. Chourubhal relationaship
based on interlinking one group (totemic group/titie
group)with another group and one vilage with another. The
presence of Chorubhai is hecessary in all rituals. He cooks
the Chorubhata (Scared rice) in every life cycle rituagl.
Panjiabhal relationship is integrated atinter-clan intra-tribal
and inter village level. Panjiabhai perform specific role on

the occosion of the Gotar ceremony. Besides these two,
ancthier three types of relationship are M ahaprasad. Maitar

and Buby reigtionship.,

The Gadaba fite and cutture may be devided broadly
e g preduction cycle and ife cycle, This article comes
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under the later one. In Gadaba Soclety though life begins
with one’s birth and s connected fituals,very pecuiiarty it
does not end with ones death and cremation. Very
Interestingly physical phenomenon are added to the social
factors, Ten days after the cremation there is an important
Cceremony called Dasa and Several years after that perhaps
after a generation or more the cycle ends with Gotar

» {lzikowifz. 1951 : 129) Ram Das (1931) - has noted every

Gadaba perform it within three to four year called Cotor.
Haimendorf (1943 : 152, 158) termed It as the Great Memorial
Feast. The communtity called this as Gotar or Gatamela.

There Is a strong belief among the tribe is that unless
the Gotar ceremony is solemnized the spint of the dead
(Duma) wander about restiessly and may cause trouble This
may be reflected in the death domestic animails and
relatives. in poor or no harvest etc. As this ceremony is very
expensive one where the largest part of Gadabas savings
@o Into the Gotar feast and that one must save all his iife In
orderto arrange such a feast. They celebrate the ceremony
on the community basis as it requires much manpower and
time.

This ceremony not ends with asingle day. it takes more
that one month. In every stage there is some ritual involve
with definite belief and practices,

Though the actual Gotar ceremony fals in the month
of Magh January to February) but betore that in the month
of Diali (Oct. to Nov.) alithe Gotar doers are invite the Gotona
Disari (who perform the Gotar ritual) and on an auspicious
day Gotaria Disari perform the "‘Dumag Puia* or Banabhara

Puja’ at the Cremation ground by slaughtering a pig and



two he goats in the name of the gogoi (the master of the
spirt). He offers rice rice bear (Pendum) in the name of the
decreased whom Gotar is planning to be celebrated.
Gotaria Disari glves life fo the spirits (Dumas) by enchanting
mantras and keep away the evll spirit from the village. This
day Gotaria Disar fix the auspicious days for the further
activities
Purchase of buffaloes takes place before twenty days
of Gotar ceremony. On an ausplclous day Gotaria Disari
gives a stick, a rope and one rupee coin to the chief Gotar
doer whose relatives died eariier among the other Gotar
performing spirits. The buffalo tied in the name of the
deceased having leadership quality called as ‘Kuti Poda® or
"Kuti bangtel’ It is always stand for a male spirit. After
purchasing the Kuti buffalo the other fubbaloes are
purchased by the Gotor doer in the name of thelr respective
deceased spirits with keeping in mind the age. sex and colour
of the buffalo then after consulting with Gotaria Dizari they
engaged in ofher activities ke wood collection (Daru mara)
leaf collection, husking of paddy, ragi etc. (Gadamara) with
proper rites and ritual according to the instruction of Disan.
In every activity some feasts are amanged by the Gotardoers
by slaughtering goats. cows etc. Relatives and kinmembers

including Ghorubhal and Paniiabhal takes part in these
activities.

Before three days of the ceremony with the help of
the villagers Dizari place a stone and simili branch (salmaiax
malabarica) at the nggem munda or familias own stone
place which is stuated iniront of their house He ties the Kuti
buffalo in the Tmiimunda by offering nen m-e. perdum etc
Then he push the Duma or spirit of the aeceased inside the

buffaloes and give chicken, mixed with rice to the kutibuffalo.
This Is performed at the night time. After _this rite is over, all
other buffaloes are also done like this. This day Is called as
the ‘Subhdia”. This night the buffaloes remain at the haggom
munda. while the Gotar families and the other inhabitants
sing and dance the whole night through. In the morning
Gotaria Disarl bath the Kutibuffalo with the help of turmeric
paste and warm water at the nggom munda and he first
feed the chorubhata (sacred rize) which Is cooked by the
Chorubhai. This day is called as Choru willing day
(Chorukhua).After Kutibuffalo eat the chorubhata all other
buffalces are feed by the Chorubhai, family member and
relatives. This day large number of friends and relatives gather
at the nggom munda or families own stone place. They emect
the stone cne In horizontal (sansarabiren) and another in
vertical behind itisilbiren) in front of the similibranch in the
narne of the decesed whose honour the feast is celebrating.
Then nice bear is served after one chicken egg is sacrificed
on the stone by the Disari. Another pair of stone and the
simiibranch they efrect at the Gotar langbo (which ks stuated
at the outsvirt of the vilage and near the cremation ground)
in the simnil-sr rerrner. Tnen oll are perform thelr dance infront
of the nggorn v ircia), Host families throw and paste different
types of colnur ivs Liack, red, ye'low etc. even mud and
dust to ther Poriin br.er Then all are highly treated with @
greaft meal and dnnk at trie night. Drinking, drumming and
dancing last the whole doy and night. This day Dhemsa
dances ore ale performed by both male and female. At
night distnbuticn of buffaloes among the Panjiabha.
cherubhai. marter tormaily solved with the presence of elderly

persons and the vilage head Nak. But * Kuti Buffalo' is kept
specially for the chorubnan,
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Next day of the Jagarna called as the Jur day (tearing
into pleces day) or this day Is called as Gotar day. Before
the sunrise at abount 4 A.M Disar warship the Rau Debta
(Sun God) by sacrificeing a she buffalo, Sisabhai(Pujari)
slaughter the butfalo In the outskirt of the vilage near the
Gotar langbo with facing the east In the name of the Sun
God (Rou Debta) for the welfare of the viloge. Alithe peopie
make a fight to collect the tongue because they believe
that it will be used for medicine and one can do many thing
with the power lles in the tongue of the spirit. After a
ceremonial feeding early In the morning the buffaloes are
bathed with hot water, turmeric paste and caster oil they
are decorated according to the age. sex, cheice of the
respective deceased person. They are mainly decoroted
with mirors, combs which are placed on their homs. A plece
of cloth made out of kerang or sometimes lungl or other
materials they drop over their backs. The cloth: weapons
and the vessels once used by the dead person tied round

the neck and wrapped round the stomach of the animat in
order to satisfy the sprit belleved to have hidden in the
animal. They cleanse with cow dunk the middie of the path
through which the dead person was carned to cremation
ground and there they offer different types cooked food and
iquer. They belleved that the spirit through the animal will
recewe food given in its honour. After that the music of drums
and shawms (oboes) and the nolse of loud wailing they were
#ed at the front of a procession of the relatives out to Gotar
- lngbo. At the same time they also carmied food to the
famies cremation place wherg it was cffered os a sacrifice.
The Duttoloes are contaning the spirits of the deceased had
been caried away from the vilage and the first phase of

the rites was completed:; that Is the spirits of the deceased
had been removed from the actual vilage boundary.

At the Gotar langbo which [s situalted outskart of the
vilage tremendous crowds of people gather, Panjlabhal
groups are ties each buffalo in the similibranches and dance
backside of the buffaloes witt Gotar songs. At this time
different friends, relatives came with a bufalo as o]
presentation with procession. This buffalo is called as puranl.
Itis the tradition In their soclety that after this puranirecelved
by the Gotardoer it will be slaughtered and it should be
distributed equally among the denoers panjiabhai and
receivers panjiabhai. But somatime one party try to take the
entire as a result the situation became very terrible and
quarrel takes place between two parties which after turned
into a real fight. Sometimes they beat each other with cubs
and sometimes weapons are also used. Large number of
buffaloes one after anothermarch into the accompaniment
of drums and shawms People cume from different vilages
leading one or more buffaloes. Soon after that a tangled
mass of fighting takes place all over the fuffaloes and each
one tied to tear out the animals entrails with their hands.
Some crawled overthe pile of men and other tried to wedge
themselves undemeath. Those who got hold a piece stuck
inside their belt. The entire environment became full of
intoxicant, Everyone more or less covered with biood. Every
moment the atmosphere became charged in the extreme
and excitement increased everytime when a new buffalo
was thrown down and tom into piece by the wild mab.

After that about two O’clock all the people again
return *F’ the Getar langbo where the original butfaioes
Containing the spirit of the deceased were standing. After
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the ritual performed by the Disarl to the Kuti buffalo
Panjiabhal drove the buffaloes and disappeared with
buffaloes In the direction of thelr vilages as fast as the
buffaloes could go except leaving the kuti buffalo which Is
lastly stroke by the sisabhai fo the left side of the belly. The
gathering people then rush towards the kutibuffalo and as
soon as gushes from the first wounds all men present
irespective of clan and pharatry throw themselves on the
buffaloes, siit upon the bellies and tear out the entralls from
the living animals. Charubhal takes the backside and
panjiabhal takes the front side of the remaining part of the
kutibuffalo. This is the last scene of the Gotar ceremony. After

this all the deceased are got salvation and center into the
unseen world or Bhitarpur.

Day after the Gotar Called as Kutum bageguigi
(relatives go away) or kadamaraday. Each Gotar doer
amrange a special feast by siaughtering cow, goat, sheep
etc. for the relatives who were donate cow, goat etc. atthe
Gotar ceremony and to people of his own village In
recognition of services rendered during the ceremony. New
clothes are also given by the gotar doers to the maitar,

mafsad, chorubhai etc. The whole atrmosphere is filled with
merry making jokes and humour.

As regards to the gift exchange Malinowski is the first
man to point out very emphatically. "that the whole tnbal
life s permeated by a constant give and take; that every
ceremony, every legal and customary act is done to the
accompaniment of material gift and counter gift: that
wealth. given and taken, is one of the main instruments of
sociol organisation of the power of the chief. of the bonds
cf kinship. and the relationship m law”. (Mafinowski : 1950:167).

The exchange of gifts In Gotar cerernony plays an
important role in Gadaba soclety. They never go their
relatives house in empty hand. they give gifts with hope of
getting back the same on any occaslon In thelr respective
houses. The attached diagram shows the exchange of gifts
taken place at the time of Gotar ceremony.

EXCHANGE OF GIFTS ON THE GOTAR CEREMONY
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The diagram Glft of exchange on the Gotar
ceremony it clear thot Panjiabhal plays a vital role In this
ceremony as he takes the llon share in the ceremony. The
galningy of prestige also considered through this gift of

exchange,

They have the strong belief that unless and until this
ceremony (s completed the spirit of Duma can not got
salvation and never enter to the underworld (Bhitarpur) and
take rebirth. so It Is clear that they have betieve about
immeontal of soul and continuity of life or rebirth.

They have the idea that the spirit of the dead reside
in an animal are later camied away is nothing other than the
oid motive of the scapegouat [t represents the elimination of
the dangerous elements and preserve the life power by
erecting stonas and simill branches for the memory of
descendants of the founder of the village.

In every ceramony there is often an intensifying
element, and this finds impression in certain aesthetic action.
Such as Gotar songs. drum bealing. dances and the like,
which helps to keep good relation and artistic exchange
among the pecple.

This ceremony comes after a long time even aofter a
generation or more. As has been indicated a Gotor Implles
tremendous economic effort for a tamily and their relatives
and a reudlly imere. sive accumulation of wealth It requires
mor2 money and manpower. They se'lthar lond. ormoments
ancl do extra work 10 save money for the pumpose They have
the belef nat oter Gotar thair will be good crop and
Farpnes: wil be returned.
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