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KANDHEN BUDHI YATRA OF KANTAMALAREA
IN BOUDH DISTRICT OF ODISHA

Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat

Kandhen Budhi Yatra is a popular festival celebrated in Kantamal of Boudh
district in the state of Odisha in honour of the deity named Kandhen Budhi. Kandhen
Budhimeans ; An old woman belonging to Kandha community’. On the official record,
Kandha is recognized as a tribal group in Odisha. Kandhen Budhi is a tribal deity
widely worshipped by the Kandha people. She is believed to be the Ista-Devi or
presiding deity of Kandha people. Not only in Kantamal but also in a number of
Kandha dominated villages namely, Bandhpali, Sargipali, Udepur, Malikud, Luising,
Kani-simel, Kandhpali, Budhakhol, Landanpada, Lendrimal, Alikud, Barigubha,
Kutakheta, Anugubha, Kumbheketa, Guchhagura, Deogaon, Lundru, Sindugura,
San-kalrakata, Bad-kalrakata, Khemundipara, Siletpara, Rekdol, Kurkupa, Badasur,
Ringapara, Gudmenda, Sanasur, Uden, Reghamunda, Samadanki, Tudibahali,
Dhekalmunda, Dedhelmal, Uma, Kankutra” Biramunda, Pindapadar’ Balamthumba,
Rekdol, Dulabadi, Bargaon, Semlikata, Chandniamunda and Sanjharmunda of
Kantamal area. She is represented in the natural form of stone under the tree or on
the side of the serpentine road of the village or on the bank of the river and pond.

The main attraction of Kandhen Budhi Yatra in Kantamal is Ghusuri-Puja. In
many parts of this area, Kandha people live in physical and social isolation. The
reasons are geographical, historical and cultural. Even today, it is difficult to reach
them. Many of them still manage to survive in primitive economy. The ritual
performance of Kandhen Budhi Yatra appears to be a symbolic system that ties the
community of Kandhas to each other and with the rest of the village. This Jatra
renews social contacts and bonds among Kandha people of this area. To understand

this Jatra, itis imperative to know the geographical and cultural milieu of the Kandhas
who practice this ritual.

Etymologically, Jatra or Yatra refers to traveling. The annual festival of
Kandhen Budhi in Kantamal is known as Yafra because, Kandhen Budhi travels or
moves from door to door of the village, meets her subjects, listens their grievance,
opines remedial measures on this occasion. Villagers offer rituals to her. On many
occasion, she ascends through human beings known as Barua. Though the Barua
is generally a male being, he is addressed as Maa. In fact, the common people
address the mother deity as Maa, who is in the body of the male Barua. The deity
speaks to the people through the Barua. Usually, the female members are prohibited
from visiting the place of worship of the deity i.e. Devi-Pitha in the village. So, this

yearly Yatra provides an opportunity particularly to the female members of the village
to worship the village deity.
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Kantamal is a big village situated on the bank of the river Tel. Sonepur district
is situated on the other side of the river. In other words, Tel is the natural boundary,
which divides Boudh and Sonepur districts. Kandhen Budhi is the reigning deity of
this village. She is placed under a tree in the form of a stone. The spot is green and
well wooded with fine old mango and other trees and forms a pleasing sight. It is,
however, always liable to be flooded by the Tel River in the height of the rainy season.
She is also established in the courtyard of the Gauntia (village head-man) in the
name of Paruan Khunt. Every year, this Yatra is performed on Po usa Purnima Tithi
i.e. full moon day'in the Hindu month of Pousa (December-January).

This Yatra begins at the residence of Gauntia. The deity appears in the human
body called Barua, who is well decorated with Sindur (vermilion), Mandara flowers
and Dahana. Barua may also be called a non-Brahmin priest, who carries the deity
on ,his body. The role of Barua is normally performed by a male member. The deity
i.e. the Barua starts dancing to the tune of Dhol, Muhuri, Nishan and Changur. The
village priest known as Jhankar offers puja to the deity with Sindur. Dhupa, Nadia
(coconut) and Arua-Chaul (sun-dried rice). Jhankar is the conventional non-Brahmin
priest of the village. Previously, he was enjoying rent-free lands in the village in
order to perform his ritual duties.

After that, the deity travels around the village and proceeds in the evening to
her seat (Pitha) situated on the river bank as mentioned earlier. There the deity is
placed under a Buro tree (Zizyphus jujube) in the form of a stone. The deity moves
with a captivating procession of dancing and singing. On the river bank, people offer
her ritual of animal sacrifice at his Pitha. A good number of Kukuda, Bataka, Mendha,
Para, Boda (he-goat), Anda (egg) are offered to Kandhen Budhi. Jhankar worship
the deity with local made liquor. The meat of the animals and birds sacrificed on this
occasion is considered as Prasad, which is shared by all. The whole night is
celebrated. Everyone present and participate in this festival enjoys dancing, singing,
drinking and eating.

Kandhen Budhi Yatra is an agricultural festival. This is celebrated by the
Gauntia of the village with a hope of abundance crop and good rain in the year; the
Gauntia performs this annual Pujato keep the village free from diseases, misfortunes
gnd tragedies. This indicates that the festival is observed with social and collective
Interest. If the village passes through natural calamities frequently then the Gauntia
make; arrangement for a special Yatra of Kandhen Budhi. This special Yatra is
grganlzed on Baisakh Purnima i.e. on the full moon day of Baisakh (April-May). This
Is called Ghusuri Puja Yatra. A small child pig (Ghusuri) is arranged for sacrifice
d_uring this special ritual. Oil and Haldi are applied properly on the body of the child
pig. Then he is bathed. He is' decorated with Sindur and Mandar flowers. A small
piece is cut off from his ears and tail with a sharp knife. But he is not sacrificed that
year.
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After three years, the pig is ritually offered to the deity. However, on that day
he was taken round the village. Villagers perform the ritual of Bandapana to the pig
with Haldi and vermilion. They apply oil and Sindur on his body. It means that the pig
meant ‘for sacrifice is introduced to the villagers so that villagers will not harm him.
Since then the pig is left scot-free in the village. He is regarded as the Pratika (symbol)
of Kandhen Budhi. Even people call him Kandhen Budhi. Even if the pig harms
anybody, it is not taken seriously rather people ask him what fauit they have
committed. Villagers feed the pig properly. Jhankar takes precautionary measures
through Mantra for the protection of the pig from evil influences of black magic by
others. Thus, the pig is protected from all respects for three years.

After three years, before the special Puja, the Gauntia of the village invites
the villagers. They sit together and discuss how to arrange and celebrate the Special
Puja. Relatives and friends are invited from outside as usual to attend the special
Puja. In addition, other deities of the village namely Chhidki-Mundi, Mauli, Bauti,
Grampati and Panthei are invited on this occasion. These deities are traditionally
tribal deities of Kandha people. If the monthly period of Jhankar’s wife coincides
with the Special Puja, then other Jhankar is assigned the ritual duty. Thus, ritual

purity is maintained. Every body sends the ritual items called Akta-Patrito the house
of the Gauntia.

In the morning of Ghusuri Puja, Jhankar prepares himself ritually pure, takes
bath, wears new clothes, cleanse the place of worship. Various puja items like Biri
Kandul, Mandia, Mahu (honey), Mada (liquor), Mandar flowers, Sindur, Dahana,
Dipa (lamp), Arua Chaul, Haldi (turmeric power) etc. are arranged. On the previous
day, the invited Kandha, Deheri, Jhankar and other guests arrive in the village with
their traditional musical instruments and weapons. On the day of Puja, the pig is
brought, treated with oil and Haldi and bathed. Then the pig is decorated with the
Mandara flowers and Sindur. They and the Ghusurivisit round the village with dancing
and singing from door to door. Every household performs the niti of Bandapana to
Ghusuri. The female members of the household also remain in Kastha (ritual purity)
and perform Puja to Ghusuri with oil, Haldi, Sindur and Arua Chaul. People take

liquor, sing traditional songs and dance on the village streets carelessly during
procession.

Then the Ghusuriis taken to the place of worship. The final ritual is sacrifice
of Ghusuri. Before sacrifice, the Ghusuriis given Charu-Anna for eating. If the Ghusuri
eats the Charu-Anna gladly and with pleasure then it is believed to be a good sign
for the village and villagers. The village is believed to be free from natural calamities
and other tragedies. But if the Ghusuri does not take Charu-Anna willingly, then it is
considered that the deity is not eager and keen to accept Bali or sacrifice. It indicates

that adversities and misfortunes are looming around the village. Obviously, it frightens
and upset the villagers.
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They call and request the deity to forgive them for their mistakes if any
committed unknowingly. Subsequently, the Ghusuri is sacrificed and offered to the
deity. Above and beyond, other animals and birds are also sacrificed. Other invited
deities on this occasion are also treated appropriately. The meat of Bali Ghusuri is
regarded as Prasad and distributed to one and all. Some celebrate it as feast. Those
who do not eat meat, they take it to their house and cover under earth in their
courtyards. By doing so, it is believed that no disaster can trouble their households:
no calamity can bother them. Thus, the Ghusuri Puja is completed.

Sacrifice is as old as mankind. The essence and real meaning of sacrifice
appears from the etymology of the word itself; Latin ‘sacer-facere’, meaning ‘to make
sacred'. Through sacrifice, the sacrificing community believes that it is made sacred
by the purging of sins and renewed relation with the Divine. What is sacrificed losses
itself by being poured out, burnt or slain. The loss of the sacrificed victim is somehow
seen as bringing gain to the community and sacrificers.

After the Ghusuri Puja, the guests, visitors and relatives return to their
respective villages and houses, because, for the following seven days the villagers
of Kantamal observe mourning as per the tradition. No pious and religious work is
done. No one use oil and ghee in cooking. The house is not cleaned and washed.
Hair cutting is forbidden, nail cutting is not allowed and cloth washing is prohibited.
No one goes out of the village during this week-long period of mourning. People from
other villages are also not permitted to enter into the village. In other words, people
from the village do not go out of their village. In fact, people of Kantamal and its
neighbouring villages are well aware of this practice. In case of any violation or
deviation, people believe that misfortunes will arrive in the village. Though time has
changed and some relaxations are observed still the villagers try to foliow this ritual
practice strictly.

The faith on the deity is the base of this Yatra. Though Ghusuriis worshipped
or offered; Puja, in reality this Ghusuriis sacrificed in honour of the deity. This tradition
appears to be the transformed version of Meriah sacrifice or human sacrifice prevalent
among Kandhas of Boudh-Kondhmal district. It may be said that, once upon a time
hgman sacrifice was prevalent during the Special Puja of Kandhen Budihi Yatra in
this Kandha dominated Kantamal| village.

A_s per the Meriah custom, the Kandhas never sacrificed a Kandha. They
used to kidnap a non-Kandha boy from the plains. The boy lived in the Kandha village
as a very respected and honoured guest. He used to get plenty of wine and whatever
food, he wanted. Moreover, he used to have the company of any Kandha girl he
wanted. Obviously, he did not try to run away. On the day of the sacrifice he was
completely drunk. He was so intoxicated that he was totally anaesthetized. Portions
of his body could be cut away without any pain. Subsequently, instead of th;a Meriah
as the sacrificial boy was called, they started sacrificing a Ghusuri which they"
purchase from outside. This Ghusuriis treated as Meriah.

_“—_-—
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Thus, time has changed. In due course of time, severe form of blood sacrifice
called Meriah Balii.e. human sacrifice has been stopped and Ghusuri sacrifice has
been substituted. It may be said that this transformation has come during the British
Raj when the practice of Meriah sacrifice was ruthlessly suppressed and curbed by
John Campbell during December 1837 and January 1842, In order to expedite the
suppression of human sacrifice, the Governor General in Council also decided to
establish a cohesive agency including all Kandha areas under an agent directly
responsible to the Central Government. It was known as Meriah Agency, which was
established in July 1845. Captain S. C. Macpherson was the first Agent for the
Meriah Agency, who took over the charges in December 1845 (1).

Today, Kantamal is no more a backward village. To some extent, it is
transformed into a smail town. One finds Block office, Tahasil office, Court building,
Sub-Registrar Office, Sub-Treasury Office, Section Offices of R&B, PHD, RD and
other Government offices in Kantamal. There are also a humber of educational
institutions like schools and college. Kantamal is well connected with Boudh and
Sonepur by road. The other side of the river Tel is Sargaj, a village and Gram
Panchayat under Tarva Block of Sonepur district. Tarva is just 11 kilometers from
Kantamal by this road. On the way one has to cross the river Tel by ferry-boat. If a
bridge is constructed here then the distance between Kantamal and Bolangir will be
reduced to about 60 kilometers. The village Gauntia is very much active in politics of
the area. Earlier, his father was a Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) of Odisha.
In such changed circumstances, people are surprised to see the prevalence of this
tradition and superstitions. Many people raise questions as well. It is interesting how
the elite of the society ridicule and demonize this tradition and value system, because
it falls outside their acceptance parameters.

Though this is mainly a tribal festival of Kandha people, other villagers
irrespective of their caste and creed participate in this annual Yatra of Kandhen
Budhi. So, this is regarded as the Tihar Yatra of the village. It is believed that this
Yatra is to appease Kandhen Budhi, who takes care of the village and think about its
inhabitants. All the happenings throughout the year in the village are considered to
be her wish and desire. On this occasion, the Jhankar performs the ritual of purity
strictly. He wears new clothes and offers Puja with devotion. If this annual Yatra
coincides with"the monthly or period of menstruation of Jhankar's wife, then he is

not eligible to perform Puja that year. In that case, other Jhankar of the village is
called to perform the Puja.

There is an interesting episode to answer this question. During early 1970s,
the Gauntia of the village was Sadananda Kanhar. Then, he was a fresh politician
as MLA of this (from Baliguda Constituency (1977-80). He used to visit places like
Boudh, Phulbani and Bhubaneswar frequently in connection with his office and political
works. He was an amicable and popular man. People used to invite him and he also

used to attend feasts outside his native village on many occcasions. Once during
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Kandhen Budhi Yatra when he was preparing himself for the annual Puja of the deity,
the deity appeared in his dream and told him not to perform her Puja. The reason is
that, he had lost his purity and thus eligibility to worship her by visiting various places
and by attending feasts there. The deity suggested the Gauntia or MLA to find out
someone else from the family who will take over the ritual duty from him. Accordingly,
the Gauntia asked/one of his brothers of his Vamsa for performance of Puja to the
deity. Even today, this tradition is prevalent because, after the death of Sadananda
Kahanr, his son Bhagaban Kanhar has become the Gauntia as per the tradition. He
is also active in politics like his father. Earlier, he was the MLA of Baliguda Constituency
during 1990-95 and from 2009 he is again the MLA of newly created Kantamal
Constituency. Incidentally, when | came across Sadananda Kanhar recently, he
informed me that this time they would offer a Podh (buffalo) to Kandhenbudhi.

Taking me on a walk around the Kantamal village during my first visitin 1989,
some people of the village wondered why | should know about this Yatra. Though
forgot their names, | am thankful to them for their cooperation in my research work in
Kantamal village. Then one old woman told me, “Previously, we lived in somewhat
different conditions. It was a nice place with the deep Jungles around, we never
faced the threat of poverty. There were no many health issues either certainly time
has changed. She was carrect.

¢
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THE LEGEND OF BANGU MALIKA'

Mr. Anuja Mohan Pradhan

It is a tale of an event long long ago. At that time there were no roads, no
buses or any vehicle. To go to sasibari? people who traded turmeric, ginger and
cattle had to walk all the way through Andarikuti ghat?. 1t is a tale of the times when
the gora sahebs entered to our land, Kuidina*. There was only one way to approach
to this area, that passed through Andarikuti to Kurmingia and then led to Gaada®.In
fear of gora sahebs the Bhanja King came for taking refuge in this area. There was
a fort in the jungles of Andarikuti, it was called rajagada® At the site there are still
the foundations of old houses and between the rocks there is a source of water, a
well called Tambanga glunju. It is said that seven queens of the King committed
suicide jumping into that well. Many people, who had been to that jungle for plucking
siali leaves” say that strange sound are often heard from there. The Bhanja King
being defeated by the gora sahebs ran away to the Doda soru® seeking protection
from the Kondhs. The gora sahebs with their police and soldiers came into this land
in search of the Bhanja King.

Knowing that the gora sahebs will occupy the land, force people to bethi and
may abuse or desecrate Gods; people were united under their Maliks. Kurmingia® is
the first village in this upland when approached from Andarikuti. Bangu Malika® was
the “Malika" of Kurmingia. So people united under him to check the progress of the
gora sahib forces. At that time there were no guns, people had to fight with bow and
arrows and Tangi (battle axe). On the way to Kurmimgia through Andari kuti there is

1 The vowel ‘a’ in Bangu Malika be pronounced as ‘a’ in Barack Obama. The surname is also often
written as ‘muliko’ or ‘mallick’. However taking the phonology of people speaking Kui dialect it has
been transcribed.

2 Sasi means anything from outside. The language Oriya is also refered as sasl kata or language of
other people or
plains.

3  Popularly known as Kalinga Ghat, road connects Ganjam District with Kandhamal. Andari and Kuti in
Kut mean darkness and deep gorge respectively.

4  Kuidina means the Kui speaKing areas. Some may decipher the same as Kuini dina Le the uplands.

5 Cumrent G.Udayagiri of Kandhamal District.

6 itcan be identified as the fort of Durgaprasad which was bumnt and destroyed by troops led by Hodgson
(see P-39 of Sacrifice of Human Being,(Padel). In recent times an image of goddess kali was recovered
in the jungles and the same is kept in a temple in the village Durga prasad at the foo! of kalinga ghat.
However, the Kui name for the village earlier was Bodimaha.

7 Making siali (Bauhinia vahili) feaf plates is one of the major activities of women in this area

8  Soruin Kui means a hill Doda is the highest mountain in Kandhamal in the caves at the top of the
mountain the Bhanja Kings had a hideout. Stili there are some fruit trees at the lop said to be the
gardens of the King.

9 Also mentioned as Kormingia, coromanjhi efc. in various British sources.

10 Malika was not a sumame as it is used in current times in kandhamal. It was a litle of the village head.
So one can find cases where two brothers having two different surnames.
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a hill called Pikudi soru", In that hill there are two huge rocks with a narrow passage
between these rocks. The passage is so narrow that only one person can pass
through it. The people knew that this is the most suitable place to check the forces.
They used to wait the enemy silently. As soon as the horse put its first step outside
the rock -passage, they chopped the leg of the animal. Before the man arrives
others will drag it and push down the hill. When the soldier arrives they will slain him
with their battle-axes. As far the forces came one by one through the passage people
killed them. The hoofs of the slaughtered horses lay scattered there. So the name of
the hill became Pikudi soru. This battle is known as Pathan kaala”.

Soon the gora soldiers came in groups, large numbers having known that
their soldiers and horses killed by the people. There was a big war between the
forces and the people. The heads of people went on rolling and the blood of the
slained flowed like a river. Bangu Malika was fighting with his battle-axe. He fought
and slained many many soldiers of the force. He was holding the long handle of the
battle-axe with both of his hands. He was smeared with blood all over his body. The
blood flowing from the blade of the axe down the long handle ultimately clotted in his
hands and dried. His hands were tied with the handle of the battle axe. At the end of
the battle when all his people fell, Bangu Malika escaped into the dense forest. His
hands were clasped and fixed to the battle-axe. The gora sahib forces reached
Kurmingia and rampaged the village. They killed villagers, bum houses and chased
away the cattle of people. People fled to jungles to save their lives. The forces were
searching for Bangu Malika in the villages and in the jungles. Bangu Malika roamed
from jungle to jungle, hill to hill”® with his hands clasped to the handle of the axe
without any food or water. The gora forces, getting a tip from the village laid a trap to
catch Bangu Malika. There is a “chua” or source of water named Pangedi suga near
the jungle from Gudribaju, an outer street of Kurmingia. The forces knew that this
water source is a place in isolation and Bangu Malika may come there in search of
water. One night Bangu Malika came there. He had his hands still clasped to the
battle-axe. He sat in the chua and was dipping his hands so that the blood clotted
blood gets softened to free his hands. At that time the forces hiding pounced over
and caught him. He was paraded to Kurmingia. In front of people this fighter and
great leader of people, Bangu Malika, was hanged to death in the branches of a
banyan tree near village Retudi, known as Gunda brod#.

11 Pikudi in Kui means hoof of an animal.
12 PP-46.ibid. the majority of the forces ware the Muslims from Tamilnadu.

13 Typical namative style in Kui folk tales and stories. Repetition of the
5 Sl S pa same words mean for many e.g.

14 Gunda in Kui means powder or small fine pellets. Brodi is banyan tree in Kui.
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As said, the blood of the battle was so much that soil was soaked and blood
flowed as a river. There was a mango tree in the vicinity. In the later years the fruit of
that mango tree smelled human blood and was not suitable for eating. The mango
tree was thus got its name ganda mahal’s. Later, people cut down the mango tree.
The river of blood had flooded the nearby paddy fields. As a result there took birth
the blood sucking leeches and still seen in that area of Kurmingia.

]

Alegend, as Webster's Dictionary readsis"“ a story of some wonderful event, handed
down for generations among a people and popularly believed to have a historical
basis although not verifiable; distinguished from a myth”. Similarly, Chambers 20th
Century Dictionary describes legend as “a traditional story, an untrue and unhistorical
story, a person having special place in public esteem because of striking qualities or
deeds, real orfictitious”. Thus, a legend can be put as a form of folk literature, which
relates to a memorable event or charismatic personality having historic or social
importance. The saga of Bangu Malika has survived for more than one hundred and
seventy years and is handed over from generation to generation.

The story of Bangu Malika is not a fiction. The following information are

evidences which throw ample light to verify that a man called Bangu Malika once
walked on the earth.

The geographical features and the places viz. village Kurmingia, Andari kuti
ghati, remnants of Raja gada, the pikudi hill still exist. When inquired about the
name of the hill people in the locality explain that due to pillage of hoofs of horses
the the hill got its name. People of two-three generations ago said to have seen the
dried stump of the Gandamaha mango tree discussed above. In the paddy fields of
that part of Kurmingia only the blood sucking leeches are still found irrespective of
the fact that Kurmingia village is surrounded by wet paddy fields with good and
permanent sources of water. The street puduguda still retains its name and location,
and, there is a family who are said to be the descendants of Bangu Malik’s lineage.
The socio-geographical features cannot be dismissed as a metamorphosis of any
other event because in Kandhmal there is no such original story is ever encountered.

The personae of Bangu Malika has survived the friction of time. People
describe that Bangu Malika was of fair complexion and was not of much height. His
ears were large and he had a robust physique. With stray information like this it is
not sufficient to draw a sketch or to make a statue of Bangu Malika™. But a more
remarkable fact that no stories linking Bangu Malika to any super human qualities or
deification as associated with Bhagwan Birsa Munda, is ever found.

15 Ganda in Kui means odour and maha means Mango

16  Some people from Kurmingia once brought to this author a proposal for placing a statue of Bangu Malika
which was not agreed on

the ground that the statue will have an imaginary figure, far from any accuracy,

e ——
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The Historic Bangu Malika was the leader of the Kondhs who attacked Liutenant
Gibbon's party and also on Wodiagherry'.Gibbon was attacked by abogt two thousand Kondhs
on 5th March 1836. In that attack Lt. Gibbon and another officer, thirteen sepoys and four
ranis (royal women) were killed. There' may be more than one attacks or fights with British
forces by Bangu Malika. Over the passage of time the legend speaks of a battle, may be the
most significant or the last one. Bangu Malika was hanged in public on 22 June 1836.The
capture of Bangu Malika was reported by Capt.Taylor to Governor of Madras in following
words in his letter dated 30 May 1836.Padel quotes the letter in his monumental work™ as
follows:

This warning he reinforced by a final public execution, the hanging of ‘A Khond chief,
who led the khonds in their attack on Lt.Gibbon's party and on Wodiagherry'. This was Bungo
Mulliko, who had ‘surrendered at discretion’ on May 29th’having been hotly pursued by our
troops under Captains Butler, Geils and Campbell'. He was hung at Kormingia on June 22nd,
under supervision of Captain Todd, who led the last detachment of troops down to the plains
the same day. This was the 23rd hanging during the war, but possibly the first hanging of a
Kond.

The village Kurmingia, which is a large one at present, in no way 170 years ago
would be having two thousand men who can fight. Bangu Malika was undoubtedly the leader
whom, people of neighbouring villages had loyalty and allegiance. Though captured on such
or surrendered on 28th May he was hung on 22nd june and on the same day the last
detachment of troops retreated to plains. This establishes Bangu Malika as a leader of people
and his popularity.

The freedom which the people defined in that era was freedom from the interference
and liberty of having their way of life in their traditional way. The sacrifice made by Bangu
Malika and other unsung heroes was not for a village or community. it was a war for the
people, culture and mother earth. Never there has been organized an occasion to pay a
befitting tribute to this great spirit of freedom. The rich heritage of folk literature of Kui language
and culture is well dubbed and overshadowed by modem day Harry Porter, Spiderman,

ngemon and the likes.Unless people awake the great spirits of freedom like Bangu Malika
will be pushed into abyss of forgotten history.

17 Cument G. Udayagiri.
18 Page-48. Sacrifice of Human Being, Pade!
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THE CHANGING DISCOURSE IN
THE ORIGIN NARRATIVES OF KOND TRIBE

Dr. Anjali Padhi
Reader, Dept. of Oriya

The word discourse denotes different meanings in different disciplines. Tean
a Van Dijk, having first outlined the dimension of discourse, says “discourse is nota
simple enterprise. In its full richness it involves all the levels and methods of analysis
of language, cognition, interaction, society and culture.”(1985:10" on the other hand
Michel Foucault, Edward said and others have used the term “The discourse of
power” to refer to those mental concepts or structures of society which appears to
be natural and objective but in reality, are discourse of power as they privilege some
and punish other for nonconformity” The discourse of power in time and space has
always played a vital role in the evolution of mankind. This paper is an attempt to
find out the changing discourse in the origin Narratives of Kond tribes of Odisha.

Within the Kond complex area, i.e. in undivided Kalahandi district, origin Narratives
will be discussed as a carrier of social history.

Origin Narratives cover creation myth and unlike ritual utterances provide
discourse, a sum of knowledge. A concept of the past of ane's own group and of the
fundamental essence of the universe is one of the most basic forms of human
knowledge. Before the art of writing was invented, oral narratives and poems were
the primary tools for preserving this knowledge, This paper negotiate on three different
documentations, collected at different time period from the undivided Kalahandi district.

Kalahandi, a land of Tribes was continuously accessioned by Aryans from
central India from time to time. Aryans came here with a colonial attitude and their
primary concern was to acquire land. Simultaneously they started trade and
commerce with the people of this land. When their primary concern was fulfilled,
they successfully tried to dominate the entire territory and its people both culturally
and economically. Therefore, conflict arose and resistance from the tribal against
the Aryans became regular feature. But the Aryans were cunning and intelligent,
which enabled them to influence and subjugate the tribal by subduing, luring and
pleasing. As a result of this process, the tribal and Aryan culture was assimilated.
The reflection of this assimilation can be deciphered from three different

documentations of origin Narratives and in such situation origin narratives have begin
to generate new social discourse.

Let us see the first origin narratives, which was collected by Verrier. Elwin
from the village Dengsargi in the district of Kalahandi in the year 1954 4

In the old days there were seven suns and seven moons. They were so hot
that they bumnt all men and killed them and there were non-left but Nirantali, Paramgutti
and his wife. One day, as Paramgutti was hunting, found an egg. This was one of the

m
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testes of Bhima Pinnu. He shot at the egg and hit it and he himself brought it home
and put it in an earthen pot. After twelve nights, a girl was born inside the pot. Nirantali
and Paramgutti opened the pot and brought the girl out and cut the umbilical cord.
From the cord a frog was born. They washed the child with water. The water flowed
down and there was a river. Nirantali called her Pusurali. She grew up.

One day, both Nirantali and Paramgutti were absentin the house, Paramgutti's
wife, drove the girl away, out of jealousy. The girl went to the jungle to graze the
cattle. On the way she threw her torn clothes. When Paramgutti returned home, he
became very angry and went in search of the girl. He found her following the bits of
clothes. She gave him a cot to sit on. But when he sat down, the cot broke down,
The girl said “are you angry?" Paramgutti returned home and come back after some
days peacefully. The girl gave him rice beer to drink and fed him well. While feeding
the girl's gold ring fell on Paramgutti's plate. He threw it away. As she cleaned the
place, she found the ring and put it on. Paramgutti apprehended, there was magic in
the ring. The girl denied and swallowed it. She became pregnant. When the time
came, she gave birth to Sonaraji and Ruparaji (a boy and a girl). When the children
grew up, Paramgutti asked her, you were living alone and virtuous in the jungle, so
how and whence were these children born? She explained him to his satisfaction.

When the twins were big enough they both went to get married- one to the
west and other to the east. After a long time they met at Calcutta-Bombay, from
them came human race.”

The narratives answer to the questions, who are the kond? Where did they
come from? What were the social orders prevalent at that time? What were their
livelihoods?

. Kond are regarded as the descendants of Nirantali and Paramgutti.

Nirantali is same as Dharani Pinnu or Mother Earth. Her consort is
Paramguittil.

Il. Like any other creation Myth, Kond also believes, all living creatures were
born from a big egg, and human race came into existence from the union
of Sonaraji and Ruparaji, the twin brother and the sisters who were born
to Purusali, the girl who was born from the big egg.

Il Konds used to graze cattles in the jungles and were very much a pastoral

community. Afterwards they turned to agriculture. They prepare rice,
vegetables and rice-beer.

IV.  Their myth explains the beginning of a social order. When the girl (Purusali)
became pregnant and gave birth to twins, Paramgutti asked her “you

were living alone in the jungle and lead a virtuous life how come you
became pregnant?” '
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V. At that time marriage of brother and sister was not a taboo. This type of
marriage was acceptable in the society.

This origin narrative displays Kond's identity, their descent, space, social order
and livelihood. It is the reflection of the shared memory of Kond tribe. “Remembering
past is crucial for our sense of identity (Lowenthal, 1990: 197-20), be it individual or

group identity. A sense of shared history seems to be necessary for the formation of
an ethnic group.™

The second kond creation myth was collected by me from Kanhu Majhi in the
year 1986, while | was working for my Ph.D. Kanhu working as a watcher in the seed
selling centre, Khariar belongs to kond community and was close to the village Jani.
| collected the detail rituals of buffalo sacrifice festival from him. Actually the Gova
Jani (the main priest) recites the song narrative during buffalo sacrifice ceremony,
which takes place once in twelve years. The most important component of the creation
myth is its context. Generally this rituals (buffalo sacrifice takes place afterthe harvest,
that is in the month of January and February. When the date and place is decided
Grama Devi and other local deities of near by villages are invited to the performance

area. Community feast, sacrifice of cock, ram, goat and serving of liquor to villagers
are a familiar scene all through the festival.

In the first sitting Kanhu Majhi sang a prayer of earth goddess (Dharani pinnu).
He recited the names of different god and goddess of the villageKampur, near Boden
block. They were Dwarsani, Budharaja, Indradi, Sunadi, Sindradi, Kalisundri,
Bhandargharen, Kanabhainra, Maili, Samalei, Raktamaili, Bastaren etc. That day
he did not begin the creation myth. After few days, he sang the narrative. He was

drunk and asked for more liquor. When he was provided with liquor, he began the
song narrative.

Creation myth of the kond is as follows:

The entire universe was flooded with water. There was no sun, no moon, no
stars, not even the sky. Everywhere there was darkness. Living and non-living things
disappeared in that great flood. Nirakar, the supreme god and Adimata, the primal
mother united and Brahma, Bishnu and Siva took birth from that union. Nirakar and
Adimata while in deep thought, as to where to get soil for the creation of the earth,
Medasur, a demon appeared. Neither Bishnu, nor Siva could kill him. He entered
into Adimata in the guise of a beetle, which manifested through spit, nose waste,
ear waste and excreta. Adimata killed him by the holy sword. The nine pieces of
Medasur fell at different places and became “Nabadwipa’ (nine islands). Nirakar
created the ocean of milk and a tender calf sucked the whole of the ocean.

Adimata conjugated with her own son Siva to create human being. Brahma
and Bishnu had to bear her curse, as they denied. Gods are born in Kanudor and

men are born in Manudor. Many castes took birth from Jadan Dewvta. Jadan is also
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worshiped as Dharam Devta. Erom his kandh(shoulder) was created the kond, frc;rﬁj

his gandi( torso) gond, from his pada(foot) pathana and from his tail Domb were
created. Six konds were created from his four brothers. From them emanated thirty
six clan (kulas) and fifty two patakas. Kond went to the east, gond to the west, Jadus
to the North and Kadams to the South. Thus expanded the kond genealogy.

Thereafter, Nirakar ordered for churning of the sea. Mandar giri{mountain)
was placed in the middie, Ahi Nag(the Serpent) was used as rope and the god and
the demon pulled it from opposite side. In this process, goddess Laxmi was born
from the sea. Laxmi is the embodiment of opulence and crop.

The second part of the creation myth reflects the beginning of cultivation in
the earth. Lord Siva engaged Bhima, as agricuitural labourer in his field. i.e. Sunabeda
and Rupabeda platue. Bhima ploughed the land with help of two bullocks, Jaira and
Manika. He brought sedds from Kuvera Devta and sowed those seeds in the field
and had a good harvest. Siva got sixty putis of paddy.”

During the ritual performance of buffalo sacrifice, paddy is kept inside a
measuring pot, near the ritual shrine. Konds believe, when the Gova Jani recites the
creation myth, the paddy falls on the ground. That is regarded auspicious and assures
people, good harvest in the next year. This creation myth is associated with ritual
practices, which are handed down to kond from their ancestors. When konds changed
their livelihood from pasture to cultivation, they were afraid of nature. They believed,
if the mother earth is not worshipped, they would not get good crop. At the same
time, they were afraid of her wrath for defying her by the practice of slash and burn.
Therfefore to appease earth goddess, they sacrificed human being. Human sacrifice
(Meriah) was abolished by British in the year 1861. Buffalo was sacrificed instead of

hutr:;an victim. Generally the human victim was collected in exchange of the grain or
cattle.'>.

I The content of creation myth explains the origin of universe, gods from
the union of Nirakar and Adimata. It reveals the incestuous relationship
between Adimata and her son Siva. The text of creation story is
mfluenged by hindu puranas. Nirakar, Adimata, Brahmé, Bishnu, Siva
and thma are mythological characters. Again the birth of goddess
Laxmi a:nd the churning of sea by Devta and Asura is also taken from
the ancient purana.

. The creation of mountain, sea, trees and nature reflects the kona's way of

perceiving the world.

| . Manudoris the birthplace of human being and Kanudor is the birthplace of

Devtas. Kond clan originates from Jadan Devta. In the beginning there
were four castes originated from Jadan Devta. Konds multiplied into six
and again they multiplied into thirty six clan and fifty two sub-castes

e ——————
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V. Creation story gives vivid description of kond's migration and settlements
in different places.

The creation myth reinforces the growth of agriculture, the importance of seeds
and other implements such as plough in human civlilization. it also includes hindu
mythological characters Bhima and Mahadev as farmers. The creation story connects
great tradition with little tradition. Tribal version of ritual and tradition is observed
during buffalo sacrifice. The mythic characters are no longer treated as god and
goddess. They lived a common man'’s life in that myth. The life and livelihood of

Konds complementary to each other. Rituals and social belief gets momentum with
agriculture at the centre stage.

“According to their tradition twelve kandh brothers had cleared the forest and
settled in the villages and started Dharani Puja or worship of earth goddess. From
this twelve brothers emerged thirty exogamous clans. Each clan or group of families
were in possession of a separate territory, which was called a desh, and was named
after the clan holding it”. But this creation myth explains kandh originated from the
shoulder of Jadan Devta and it multiplied in to six brothers and then to thirty six clan.
It needs further study to find out, who are the six brothers and how it became thirty
six clans. Birth of kond along with gond, pathan, domb from jadan devta as recited
in the creation myth, may have lived together in one place and time. Gond and kond
always claimed themselves as the first settlers in western Odisha. pathan were at
one time gountias in ranimunda and samserpadar villages of Nuapada.

The third oral narrative was collected from the village Gotangpadar in the district
of Kalahandi in October 1999 by B.K. Tripathi.

The universe was collapsed due to the shaking of Basuki, the snake that
held the earth up. There was no heaven above and Patala down below; therefore,
the earth was all muddy. Everything including humans was all destroyed except two,
a brother and a sister. They took shelter in a boat. Adimata, the Primal Mother came
to know about it. She ordered a bird to find out the human being. The bird took their
flute and gave it to Adimata. Adimata blew it. The sound coming from it was peculiar
and both the brother and sister found it unfamiliar. So they came out of their hideout
to find out who was blowing it. Adimata, took custody of them and brought them up.
But the brother and sister were afraid of her. Seeing that she assured them and told,
“| am Nara-Narayan.” She taught them the difference between a boy and a girl.
When they grew, Adimata sent them in opposite direction. When they returned to
Bhawanipatna, they met but could not recognize each other and lived like man and
woman. Adimata came to know about it, she scolded them, as they had done wrong
thing by living together. Then the two cursed themselves realizing that they had

committed sin. They turned into stones, which exist till today at Rainma toward
Koraput.
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Then slowly, one mother's children multiplied, when their number grew, the
earth started trembling. There were porcupines, it sowed through Sina tree and
taking the trunk it carried it on its shoulder for seven days and seven nights. Gods
and Goddess ran to Adimata.

Gradually Agni was created, Sun came out. They started sowing seeds. At that
time Konds did not observe buffalo sacrifice festivals. They worship stones. Adimata
made tree out of her hair. People covered their body by big leaf (laja patra).Musical
instruments were made from calf skin. Man started making axe, spade, and knife
from iron. People started cultivation. Creation continued. People wanted to identify
each other as brothers, sisters, mothers, Lord Siva and Parvati consulted with Adimata
and made division of people according to.their function. ’

So different caste and tribe such as Brahmin, Karans, Routs, Sundhis, Malis,
Dhobas, Keuts emerged. Now people worship and made offerings to deities, observe
rituals. At last, Parvati made liquer, on drinking this man and woman can also come
together sexually.”

This oral narratjve has following features.

L. Adimata, the Primal mother has created everything including human being.
Adimata is synonymous with Chandi, Sarala, Durga and others.

18 Hindu god and goddess were included in this creation myth. Siva, Parvati
and Bhima, a mythic hero helped human being in cultivation.

I Kond tribe originated from the union of brother and sister. Adimata objected
their relationship. That implies the beginning of a moral order in the society.

IV. ands were no more a pastoral community. They made axe, spade, and
knife from iron. They used iron in ploughing. They started cultivating paddy
and cereals (kandula, chana, Harada).

V. Man and woman used big leaves to cover their body. Feelings of shame
arose in their mind.

This oral narrative has both tribal as well as hindu elements. Like, Hindu
mythqiogy. the description of trembling of Basuki, the serpent that a held the
earth is found. Creation of universe and all living and non-living things is attributed
to the work of primal mother, to whom the Konds called. Adimata (Dharani Penu).
When tfje universe collapsed, everything was destroyed except two human being;
one a girl and another boy. Both of them were afraid of Adimata and did not come
to hgr. Eear arose in their mind that shows the beginning of the psychological
conflict in human psyche. Adimata answered to their questions, as she is Nara-

N_araygna (Human god), again a Hindu concept of god and goddess, imbibed
with tribal belief. ’
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This oral narrative clearly describes the beginning of human civilization. Itw
explains how man shifted his livelihood from pastoral to agriculture; forest land to
village communities. This also reflects how man who was worshiping nature shifted
his attention toward god and goddess, inside a temple. It very well explains how
festivals and rituals empowered man's social belief. In this narrative, Adimata is
revered as Sarala, Chandi and Durga, that bears the testimony of existence of mother
cult in that locality.

Human race was divided into different caste and sub-castes according to
their function. Brahmin, Karan, Dom, Mali, Sundhi and Konds were living together
in a particular territory.

That shows at a particular stage of human h‘istory, migration and interaction
among dominant groups may have taken place and as a result, dominant groups
may have overpowered the culture and tradition of the existing group.

It can be agued that from above mentioned origin Narratives and the creation
myth that konds have accepted the text of dominant 'Hindu’ group partially in course
of time. The accepiance of dominant groups religion has not changed the tribal
worldview totally. It appears the relationship between brother and sister not at all a
social taboo in the first origin narrative. Though there was no recorded evidence of
that period about the mental horizons of the konds of that village from where Elwin
has collected the narrative. Even today also, some tribal saciety allows the marriage
between the son and daughter of brother and sister. A boy can marry his maternal
uncle’s daughter. The second creation myth justifies the incestuous relationship
between mother and son. But the social role played by mother and son in a kond
family does not confirm to this fact. it can be assumed that the available myth told at
buffalo sacrifice festival was purely an imitation of ancient Hindu Purana. The third
origin narrative clearly defies the incestuous relationship between brother and sister
and when kond wanted to identify, who is whose daughter and son, it may be assumed
that the beginning of family life and constitution of social norm was in the process in
that culture area. The origin of different cast and tribe according to their function in
the sociaty may have followed the rules of (varnasrama) of Vedic text or the system
may have been existing, parallel with their counter part. Konds have lived in closed
proximity with other caste and tribe at different periods of history in western Odisha.
They have followed the rituals and custom of other community. They even worship
local deities of other tribe. The origin narratives reflect the emergence of syncretistic
tradition in undivided Kalahandi. It is evident from the above analysis discourse
changes with time and space. Taking in to account the pattern of change, in the

sacial discourse within the origin narrative socio cultural history of Kalahandi can be
explored.

-
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MYTHS AND LEGENDS OF PARAJA

Dr. AK. Patnaik
Reader in History

Odisha occupies a unique position in the ethnographic map of India for having
the largest variety of tribal communities. It has been homeland of 62 different tribal
communities. The tribal population of the state constitutes 22.34 percent of the tribal
population and 7.76 percent of the total population of the country. As per 1991 census

Paraja population in Odisha was 3,53,336 out of them in Koraput their number was
3,24,525.

In preparing to write history Myths and legends become the pathfinder. The
tribal culture is rich for their myths and legends. If we will examine Myths then it has
a fossil field, which is layered and in which ancient facts are trapped and held as
fossils. While collecting source materials Myths and Legends help a lot.

Verrier Elvin has opined that, “Tribal people have very rich and complex
rituals spanning the whole year. Their Myths are fully rich as those of any elitist's
culture”. Their legends teach us how history is written, preserved in the- microchips
of mythic images, symbols and rituals. To know our culture Myths and legends
occupies an important position. Sources of history are not merely written records,
but also the repository of collective memory in the form of Myths and legends, which
are the keys for interfering what is known as ethno history.

SR

Myths and legends are vehicles through which a society expresses its beliefs
about things it holds sacred. It also reflects the character of a society, which not only
make the actions sacred but they themselves are sacred. The importance of myths
lies in its “Social Truth”. It explains the social validity of a society. Considering the
importance of Myths and legends, This discussion is centre around the origin of
Parajas from Mythical and legendary aspect.

ORIGIN: MYTHICAL AND LEGENDARY

There are various myths and legends prevalent among the Paraja of different
localities regarding their origin. According to the Paraja of Madras the former Rajas
(Kings) and Paraja were brothers but the Rajas took to riding horses and the Paraja
became the carriers of baggeres thus subjects.

=

The Paraja of Bastar has a story somewhat similar to the one from Madras.
The story, which was recorded by Russell in 1915 is quoted below.

“The ancestor of Paraja was the elder brother of first Raja of Bastar. When
he lived in Madras he had to flee on account of an invasion of Muhammadans and
was accompanied by the Goddess Danteshwari, the tutelary deity of the Rajas of

h
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Eastar. in accordance with the command of the Goddess, the younger brother was
considered as the Raja and rode on a horse, while the elder went before him carrying
their baggage. At Bhadrachallam they met the Bhatras and further on, the Halbas.
The Goddess followed them, guiding their steps, but she strictly enjoined on the
Raja not to lock behind him so as to see her. But when they came to the sands of
the river Sankani and Dankani, the tinkle of the anklets bf the Goddess could not be
heard for the sand. The Raja therefore looked behind him to see if she was following,
on which she said that she could no more go with him, but he was to march as far
as he could and then settle down. The two brothers settled in Bastar, where the
descendants of the younger became the ruling clan, and those of the elder were

their servants, the Parajas”.

The story indicates, according to Russel, that the Paraja were the original
Gond inhabitants and rulers of the country, and were supplanted by a later immigration
of the same tribe, who reduced them to the status of a subject and became Raj
Gonds. Possibly the first transfer of power was effected by the marriage of an
immigrant into a Paraja Raja’s family, as so often happened with these old dynasties.
The Paraja still talk about the rani (queen) of Bastar as their bohu or younger brother’s
wife, and the custom is probably based on some such legend.

The Paraja of Visakhapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh have another myth
regarding their origin, K.M. Rao narrates the story:

In olden days there was a king who had two sons to ride on the horse, the
eldest son declined to ride a horse while the younger son learnt horse riding and
also other techniques of warfare. The king declared that eldest son was not fit to be
a king as he could not ride a horse and hence he ordained his eldest son to live by
manufacturing bamboo baskets. The younger son became a king (Raja) and he
c;lrm_re away his elder brother into the forest. The eldest brother began to earn his
livelinood by manufacturing baskets and carrying heavy loads on his shoulders and
hence the elder brother became a ‘Poraja’ (carrier of ‘bangy’ or a yoke, in Proja
d.}aiect). The younger brother (king) once ordered the elder brother and his kith and
kin tq bring oranges from one of his muttadars (feudal lords). The muitadar while
sending oranges through the elder brother and his kins folk, wrote on palm leaf
about the number of fruits he was sending to the king. As these people were carrying
the fruits on their slings they came across a canal, where they were tempted to eat
the or anges. One of the persons buried the letter under the earth so that the letter
could not ‘see’ them while they were eating. They washed their faces and ate some
oranges. As soon as they reached the palace they showed the letter to the king. The
king counted the oranges and found some fruits missing. The king asked them
about the missing fruits. The ‘Porajas’ were surprised as to how a le;f could speak
out the truth even though it was completely buried under the earth They confessed
their guilt to the king and promised to be truthful in future”, ‘
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The myth not only tells about the origin of the Paraja but also highlights the
simplicity of the ancestors. Even in these days the Paraja are known for their
truthfulness and gullibility. According to Rao, Paraja’s ignorance is proverbial; anyone
who is a simpleton is called Paraja in some of the areas of Visakhapatnam district of
Andhra Pradesh where the concentration of this tribe is the maximum.

The myths regarding the origin of the Paraja from three different parts -Madras,
Bastar and Visakhapatnam- have some commonalities. In all the three cases the
ancestors of the Paraja were the brothers of the rajas (king). The legends from
Bastar and Visakhapatnam region identify the ancestor of the Paraja as the elder
brother of the king. it was either because of the command of the Goddess
Danteshwari- the tutelary deity of the kings of Bastar or because of the order of the
king (of Visakhapatnam region) the elder brother met the fate of becoming a Paraja.
Another common feature associated with the younger brother in all three myths is
the ability or opportunity to ride horse. It can be conjectured here that originally the
Paraja were their own rulers and enjoyed autonomy and sovereignty over the land
which they cultivated. But later on some other group (may be the conquering Oriyas,
Raj Gonds or any other powerful immigrant group, who were in all possibility, horse
riders) subjugated them into the status of mere tenants or royots. The feeling of
being subjugated into tenants from an autonomous state of existence is well reflected
from all myths narrated above.

CONCLUSION
Most of the myths are traditionally handed down from generation to generation.
Some of them however are composed extempore and these again may enter into
the traditional term to bring out the richness of tribal culture through their myths and
legends and establish their antiquity. It really helps a lot for writing history. Their
legends teach us how history is written and preserved in the microchips of myths,
images, symbols and rituals. The importance of myth has in its “Social Truth”. Myths
explain those actions of social validity that are maintained and practiced by a group
of people as per instructions given by the myth itself.
Nabarangpur College

Nabarangpur
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ORIGIN MYTH OF THE DONGRIA KONDHS OF NIYAMGIRI HILLS
Dr. A.C. Sahoo

in the world, India is famous for its tribal consecration. In India, Orissa is well
known for having more variety of tribal communities and highest number of Primitive
Tribal Groups. Kondh tribe in the Orissa state is famous for its variety of cultural
groups namely, Desia Kondh, Kutia Kondh, Dongria Kondh, Buhar Kondh, Pengo
.Kondh, Sitha Kondh, Benia Kondh, Malua Kondh, Malia Kondh, Nangula Kondh and
several others. Among them the Dongria Kondh are major sections of the numerically
preponderant Kondh tribe of Orissa. They are mostly found in 116 villages, located in
a contiguous area of Niyamagiri Hills ranges, which are situated in four CD Blocks
namely Bissam cuttack and Muniguda in Gunupur Sub--division and Kalaysingpur in
Rayagada; Sub-division in Rayagada district. Some Dongria Kondh villages are also
located in Lanjigarh CD Block of Kalahandi district. By virtue of their isolated habitat
and striking socio-cultural characteristics features they are distinguished from other
sections of the great Kondh tribe.

The life and culture of the Dongria Kondh revolve round the forest. They are
basically shifting cultivators but famous for their expertise in plantation of fruit bearing
trees and raising orchards of pineapple and banana. They are having very strong
organized clan system, practice of girls youth dormitory and remarkable village unit.
They are animists and worship earth goddess with utmost sincerity and devotion.
Some decades ago they were practicing human sacrifice (Meriah festival) which
has been substituted by buffalo ‘Sacrifice (Kendu festival) to appease mainly their
earth goddess as well as other gods, goddesses, deities and spirits. They consider
Dharam Devata (Sun god) is their most powerful god who has control over all the
Gods, goddes;gs. deities and unseen powers. They enjoy dance, musical songs.
There are traditional experts from among them who spell incantations, tell various
tales and myths. Thg Origin myth of the Dongria Kondh of Niyamgiri hill ranges as
described by Lachhi Wadaka of village Khambasi is stated in the following.

Long time ago the earth was overpopulated. People were faci idable
problems for survival. There were scarcity of food, clothpan‘zirh;?g:'l}grutr;xaevgeolﬂe-
There was not enough cultivable land for raising food grains and no suitable place for
settlement. The people were suffering from incurables diseases. The situation got
worst and people ‘found it beyond their control. All the people assembled together
and went to thelr Fgmg, the Sun Ged, popularly known as Dharam Devata. The people
put forth their grievances by bowing down their head before the Sllm God and
;Z?itéi;t:c:l :; :;a:: the pecl)plet from ongoing crisis. The Dharma Deveta (Sun God)
, e complaints of the people. He qot v i
courtiers to convene an urgent meeting. After a thorogugh girsyc:j:;oin:n iﬁ:ﬁ:&ggz
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of the people the Dharma Devata and his courtiers decided to destroy the entire
universe along with all the living beings. He planned to create a new universe having
less number of populations and enough land for cultivation much more quantities of

food grains to avoid food scarcity. The discussion heard by a Kutra (four horned
antelope) who was pregnant.

There were a brother and sister namely Duku and Dumbe. They were living
on food gathering and hunting as they did not had land to cultivate. Once Duku was
moving in a jungle with his bow and arrow and was in search of an animal to hunt.
He, did not find anything and thought to return home. On his way back he found the
above-mentioned Kutra drinking water at the bank of a perennial stream. Without
delay Duku immediately took an arrow out of his quiver and aimed at the Kutra to
shoot. Suddenly a sound of human voice came from somewhere, requesting Duku
to spare the life of the antelope. Duku looked all around him but could not find
anyone. After waiting for a while he had a feeling that the voice is coming from the
antelope itself. In order to confirm that he aimed his bow and arrow towards the

antelope again and heard the same sound clearly that was coming exactly from the
womb of the antelope.

Further, the unborn kid inside the womb also told to Duku, “Do not kill my
mother. The universe including all animals, birds, plants, insects, hills, mountains,
streams, etc. will be destroyed soon. We have heard the discussion of Dharma
Devata and his courtiers at close proximity and they are planning to destroy the
present universe and create a new cne. The Dharma Devata has decided not to
leave anyone alive in the present universe”. On hearing the kid inside the womb of

[| this danger of destruction. The Kutra kid inside the womb advised Duku to make a

the Kutra, Duku trembled with fear and requested the kid to tell him how to get rid of

boat out of Semul! tree (Leka Mara), which is very light and can easily float on the
water. The kid emphatically told, “Hide in the boat. Catch hold of it tightly. Stay inside
the boat so that any situation you will not be separated from it. Keep enough food for
survival till the disaster is over.” He also informed the exact day and time of the
catastrophe that will take place. Immediately Duku returned to home and described
the incident to his sister Dumbe. Dumbe was not convinced with the report of her
brother. But she did not comment any thing, as that would hurt her brother Duku.
She just watched what her brother was doing further in this regard. Duku went with
an axe in search of a Leka Mara(Simel) trunk that would be suitable to construct a
strong but fairly light boat. However, he got a huge Simel tree ( Laka mara) and cut
a seasoned thick trunk portion to create a boat by making a tetragonal opening
along the length of the opening. Duku made the opening comparatively larger so
that his sister Dumbe and he both can be accommodated there along with adequate
quantity of foodstuff, stored for consumption and spare kitchen for laboratory. A
cover befitting the opening was made by Duku to make the boat airtight. The finished

boat along with the cover was taken by him to home to load sufficient foodstuff,

T
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firewood and lighted-fire. After loading the stuffs, he called his sister Dumbe to
accompany him and both of them with all their requirements got into the boat and
closed the cover tightly over them. After a very short period of their getting into the
boat the disaster occurred. Duku remembered the forecasting of the kid inside the
womb of antelope inside the wamb. Both the brother and sister showed their obligation

to the kid.

The boat was floating on the water and air from all sides dashed to the boat
at the time of disaster. Since the boat was airtight no water or air could enter into the
boat. Hence, both of them were safe. However, they were able to hear the cries of
human beings, animals, bird and others. They also heard the sound of blast of hills
and mountains, thud of falling trees and crashing rocks. Both of them were nervous
and got frightened by it, however, they were safe inside the closed boat floating over
the huge water source. “Bima Penu”, God of destruction tried its level best to destroy
the boat by sending heavy tide and mighty wind. Somehow or other the brother and
sister got rid of the danger aimed at them by Bima Penu who is the god responsible
for all destruction. Bima Penu went to the Dharam Deota (Sun God) and informed

that the old universe is destroyed completely.

But Duku and Dumbe were alive inside the boat, floated over the huge water
for days and nights. They had sufficient foodstuff inside the boat, hence there was
no problem for comfort living rather they were very happy and led a normal life
inside the closed boat. A few days passed like this. The Gods and Goddesses now
realized the consequences of the destruction. They remained un-worshipped. They
did not get offerings of animals and birds sacrifice, which were use to be performed
by human beings. There was no ritual performance for them. All the Gods and
Goddesses suffered from hunger and thirst. They all assembled near the Dharma
Devata and complained their starving that was now unbearable for them. Hence,
Dharma Devata may be kind enough to create a new universe, so that they (Gods
and Goddesses) can get something to eat and drink. Dharma Devata became kind
enough and planned to create a new universe. He took cut some of his hair from His
head and created a crow first. Then he gave life to it so that crow can fly easily. Then
he told the crow to move allover and search for human being, if there was any. The
H crow flied here and there and searched all over but did not find the existence of

human being anywhere. The crow came back to Dharam Devata and told that he
did not find existence of human being anywhere during his extensive journey. Dharam
Devata was not satisfied with the answer of the crow. He again sent the crow to
search for human being and told the crow not to return till human being is located
somewhere. In response to the order of the Dharam Devata the crow flied in the sky
and made a very tiresome journey. While flying in the sky suddenly the crow marked
| smoke coming from the surface of water. The crow flies to close proximity of the
smoke and found a boat floating on the water from which smoke emanating. The
crow presumed that people must be inside the boat otherwise how smoke will come

A
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out, then the crow flied to the Dharam Devata and informed the incident. Dharam
devata called his disciples and sent them with the crow to the spot where boat is
floating on the water and smoke in coming out of it. The disciples led by crow arrived
at the boat and took out the cover with much difficulty and found Duku and Dumbe
are inside. They both were told to accompany them as desired by Dharma Devata.
Duku and Dumbe four way out because they could not disobey Dharam Devata
hence followed the disciples and the crow. Finally all of them reached at Dharam
Devata. They were asked to narrate how they could survive the destruction and
devastation. Duku elaborated the whole story starting from the advice of the kid in
the womb of the four horned antelope till their arrival at Dharam Devata. Listening
the way they got escaped he wanted to know about their identity and relationship.
He told to Dharam Devata that they are brother and sister without parents. Because
of their poverty they were leading a very precarious life. They did not have land to
cultivate hence living on roots and green leaves. Dharam Devata became very happy
and thought to create a new universe. Since a male and a female are there now it
would be possible in his part to procreate human beings. Accordingly, he called for
his courtiers and discussed the matter with them secretly. They decided that Duku
and Dumbe can procreate human being but they may not agree to their proposal, as
they are brother and sister. Dharam Devata thought to separate them for a long
period so that they will not recognize each other. Then only they may get married A
and procreate human beings. Accordingly, Duku was sent to one direction and Dumbe

was told to move in opposite direction. Both of them got departed for years together.
Thereafter, Dharma Devata sent his people to call them. After a pretty jong time
they meet each other and immediately recognized each other and became very
happy meet after prefty long time. Dharam Devata found his plan invain. Now, Dharam
Devata sat very quietly for some time and made another plan. He called for Aji
Budha who is responsible for infiicting diseases like small pox, measles etc. Duku
was inflicted with small pox and Dumbe was inflicted with measles and both of them
were separated for some days. Duku suffered from small pox and got cured after
some days, but his face got disfigured and whole body became blackish. Dumbe
suffered from measles and after some days she got cured but her face was found
reddish. Now Dhraram Devata advised his people to bring both of them to his court.
Both of them were brought to the court of Dharam Deveta but now they did not
recognize each other. Dharam Devata advised both of them to get married. Since
they did not recognize each other as brother and sister because of the new faces
they agreed to the proposal of Dharam Devata. They got married and subsequently
procreated number of children. All these children were divided into several groups,
one group became the Dongria Kondh and others became different other caste
people living in plains. According to this myth, the Dongria Kondhs and other caste
people living in the plains are believed to be the sons and daughters of Duku and
Dumbe.

———_—————_—_—_—
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firewood and lighted-fire. After loading the stuffs, he called his .sister Dumbe to
accompany him and both of them with all their requirements got into the boat and

closed the cover tightly over them. After a very short period of their get'tiqg il_*lto the
boat the disaster occurred. Duku remembered the forecasting of the kid inside the
womb of antelope inside the womb. Both the brother and sister showed their obligation

to the kid.

The boat was floating on the water and air from all sides dashed to the boat
at the time of disaster. Since the boat was airtight no water or air could enter into the
boat. Hence, both of them were safe. However, they were able to hear the cries of
human beings, animals, bird and others. They also heard the sound of blast of hills
and mountains, thud of falling trees and crashing rocks. Both of them were nervous
and got frightened by it, however, they were safe inside the closed boat floating over
the huge water source. “Bima Penu”, God of destruction tried its level best to destroy
the boat by sending heavy tide and mighty wind. Somehow or other the brother and
sister got rid of the danger aimed at them by Bima Penu who is the god responsible
for all destruction. Bima Penu went to the Dharam Deota (Sun God) and informed F
that the old universe is destroyed completely.

But Duku and Dumbe were alive inside the boat, floated over the huge water
for days and nights. They had sufficient foodstuff inside the boat, hence there was
no problem for comfort living rather they were very happy and led a normal life
inside the closed boat. A few days passed like this. The Gods and Goddesses now
realized the consequences of the destruction. They remained un-worshipped. They
did not get offerings of animals and birds sacrifice, which were use to be performed
by human beings. There was no ritual performance for them. All the Gods and
Goddesses suffered from hunger and thirst. They all assembled near the Dharma
Devata and complained their starving that was now unbearable for them. Hence,
Dharma Devata may be kind enough to create a new universe, so that they (Gods
and Goddesses) can get something to eat and drink. Dharma Devata became kind
enough and planned to create a new universe. He took out some of his hair from His
head and created a crow first. Then he gave life to it so that crow can fly easily. Then
he told the crow to move allover and search for human being, if there was any. The
crow flied here and there and searched all over but did not find the existence of
human being anywhere. The crow came back to Dharam Devata and told that he
did not find existence of human being anywhere during his extensive journey. Dharam
Devata was not satisfied with the answer of the crow. He again sent the crow to
search for human being and told the crow not to retum till human being is located
somewhere. In response to the order of the Dharam Devata the crow flied in the sky
and made a very tiresome journey. While flying in the sky suddenly the crow marked
smoke coming from the surface of water. The crow flies to close proximity of the
smoke and found a boat floating on the water from which smoke emanating. The

crow presumed that people must be inside the boat otherwise how smoke will come
: ——"
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out, then the crow flied to the Dharam Devata and informed the incident. Dharam
devata called his disciples and sent them with the crow to the spot where boat is
floating on the water and smoke in coming out of it. The disciples led by crow arrived
at the boat and took out the cover with much difficulty and found Duku and Dumbe
are inside. They both were told to accompany them as desired by Dharma Devata.
Duku and Dumbe four way out because they could not disobey Dharam Devata
hence followed the disciples and the crow. Finally all of them reached at Dharam
Devata. They were asked to narrate how they could survive the destruction and
devastation. Duku elaborated the whole story starting from the advice of the kid in
the womb of the four horned antelope till their arrival at Dharam Devata. Listening
the way they got escaped he wanted to know about their identity and relationship.
He told to Dharam Devata that they are brother and sister without parents. Because
of their poverty they were leading a very precarious life. They did not have land to
cultivate hence living on roots and green leaves. Dharam Devata became very happy
and thought to create a new universe. Since a male and a female are there now it
would be possible in his part to procreate human beings. Accordingly, he called for
his courtiers and discussed the matter with them secretly. They decided that Duku
and Dumbe can procreate human being but they may not agree to their proposal, as
they are brother and sister. Dharam Devata thought to separate them for a long
period so that they will not recognize each other. Then only they may get married
and procreate human beings. Accordingly, Duku was sent to one direction and Dumbe
was told to move in opposite direction. Both of them got departed for years together.
Thereafter, Dharma Devata sent his people to call them. After a pretty long time
they meet each other and immediately recognized each other and became very
happy meet after pretty long time. Dharam Devata found his plan invain. Now, Dharam
Devata sat very quietly for some time and made another plan. He called for Aji
Budha who is responsible for inflicting diseases like small pox, measles etc. Duku
was inflicted with small pox and Dumbe was inflicted with measles and both of them
were separated for some days. Duku suffered from small pox and got cured after
some days, but his face got disfigured and whole body became blackish. Dumbe
suffered from measles and after some days she got cured but her face was found
reddish. Now Dhraram Devata advised his people to bring both of them to his court.
Both of them were brought to the court of Dharam Deveta but now they did not
recognize each other. Dharam Devata advised both of them to get married. Since
they did not recognize each other as brother and sister because of the new faces
they agreed to the proposal of Dharam Devata. They got married and subsequently
|| procreated number of children. All these children were divided into several groups,
one group became the Dongria Kondh and others became different other caste
people living in plains. According to this myth, the Dongria Kondhs and other caste
people living in the plains are believed to be the sons and daughters of Duku and
Dumbe.
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The Dongria Kondhs believe that after emergence of people Dharam Devata
created the earth followed by mountains, hills, plants, trees, animals, birds, and
every living beings and others requirements for survival of human being. The myth
is very popular among the Dongria Kondh of Niyamgiri hill ranges and they feel very
proud and derive pleasure while describing the myth.
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ASTUDY OF DESIA KANDHAMYTH AND LEGENDS

Raghunath Rath

The word Myth is derived from the Greek word Mythos, which means imaginary
or mysterious tale of story regarding any human being or object. Myth is also regarded
as epic story or a historical event of remote past narrated in the tale and imbibed in
the culture of a given society.

Itis said’ that myth essentially has an element of fantasy and imagination, yet
it is an essential part of the culture, a part of a ‘creed’ believed by the narrator, the
listener and the entire culture he belongs to (1). Varier Elwin quoted that - unlike fairy
tales, myths are taken with ‘religious seriousness’ either as historic fact or mystic
truth Where as fairy tales are held to be the expression of wishful thinking and
personal gratification, myth at its bestis to be regarded as a recognition of the drama
of human existence. Its ultimate aim is not the wishful distortion of the world, but
rather serious comprehension and envisagement of its fundamental nature. Myth is
regarded as representing metaphorically a world picture and insight into life generally
and may, therefore, be considered as primitive philosophy or metaphysical thought
(2).

Myth is a product of primitive age and the cultural sense of a given society
has been reflected in it. Hence to integrate a group of people the role of myth is very
very important. Hence scholars opine that - All societies rest on myth to justify a
particular view of a particular society. One need to identify its basic myths and reflect
upon their impact on the current generation (3).

It is generally believed that myths are connected with epic story. But we
could observe that folk tales, legends, rituals, god and ghosts, supernatural being,
cultural heroes, folk Scholars, have also opined that - while some scholars restrict
the scope of myth to the description of gods and natural phenomenon, others go to
the extent of extending it to every thing in the culture - history, rites, rituals, beliefs
and games etc. (4)

According to Standard Dictionary of Folklore Mythology and legend — A story
presented as having- actually occurred in previous age, explaining cosmological
and supematural tradition of people, their gods, heroes, cultural traits, religious belief
etc. generally a myth is connected with a ritual. But there are myths having no
connection with any ritual. Hence itis said that - There is no ritual without a myth, yet
there are myths without rituals (5).

Like other human groups tribal social life is guided by mythology. It is deep
rooted in the tribal mind that things actually happened in remote past are preserved
in the myth. Hence tribals regard myth as a valuable property of their culture.
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i Myth is a component of story or stories in which tribal life and culture is
reflected prominently. Myth is always imbibed with ritual. On the other hand no ritual
is connected with legend though tribal life and culture also traced in it. Myths are
production of primitive mind and handed down generations to generations. Legends
though created in the past and also at the present day new legends do come out.
Hence myths are regarded as history of a tribal group as well as epic story.

There may be similarities of myth of one group of people with others or may
not because environment around a group as well as mental level influence to form
the myth. Myth takes its stand on the traditional and belief system of the group
where it is prevalent. This paper aims to study myth and legend prevalent armong
the Kandhas of Kandhamal district of Odisha.

Creation myths are found in folklore of every group of people around the
globe. Accordingly Kandhas have their own creation myth which runs as follows-

In the beginning the Bura Penu created a consort who became the source of
evil and the Earth goddess. Afterwards he created the earth, and walking upon it
one day with Tari pennu, he was so enraged with her, because she refused to scratch
the back of his neck, that he resolved to create out of the earth a new being, man,
who should render to him the most, devoted homage. He also resolved to create out
of the earth all that was necessary for man's existence. Filled with jealousy, Tari
pennu attempted to prevent the fulfillment of these purposes, but only succeeded in
altering the order of creation. Taking a handful of earth, Bura penu threw it behind
him to create man, but it was caught by Tari and cast on one side, whence arose
trees, herbs and all kinds of vegetable life. In like manner she intercepted, caught
and flung aside three other handful of earth, which became respectively the fish of
the sea, the beast of the earth and the birds of the air. Then, seeing what his rebellious
consort had done, Bura penu put his hand on her head, to prevent any further
interference with his will, placed a handful of earth on the ground and from it the
human race was created. The goddess then placed her hands over the earth, and
said “let those beings you have made exist, you shall create no more”. Whereupon
the god caused an exudation of sweat to proceed from his body, collectzd it in his
hand and threw it around, saying - “to all that | have created”, whence originated
love and sex and the continuance of species (b).

The creation myth of Kandhas remind us the famous theory of evolution of
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species of Darwin. Creation had been made in five phases in Kandha myth as well
as Darwin’s evolution theory. As per evolution theory jelly fish and moss were created
and then evolvad trees and shrubs. In the next phase came koath wild and domestic

the above myth, if we search sincerely we may find scientific base in most of tribal
myths and tribal world is not shrouded with only sugerstition.

animals and after that birds came in the process of evolution: In the next phase
human being was created (7). See how much scientific is the Kandha myth. Unlike
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We can find similarity of Kandha myth with Hindu creation myth as described
by the saint Achutananda Das who had mentioned in his book “Chhayalish Patal”
that Bramha, the creator of all species in the universe was born from the naval of
Bishnu, the supreme god.

That Bramha ordered to Mahamaya to spread maya or illusion in the world.
As maya spread in the world prakirti and purush engaged with sex and Barun (the
god of the sea), Kuber (the god of wealth), Digapals (god of all directions), Yama
(the god of death) and air of life taken_birth. Then monkey, human being, insects,
animals, birds etc. were born from them. Though chronology of creation is not
maintained according to Kandha myth, there is resemblance in both.

Kandhas were well known for human sacrifice till mid nineteenth century. A
myth regarding beginning of human sacrifice prevalent among Kandhas is as follows:

At the time when the earth was hatched out, every place was simply a morass,
so the whole countryside swayed and shaok continually, But at this time there was
a kui house shaking in the morass. A woman and a man lived there. Her name was
Sanjuli Binjuli, Amli Baeli and his name was Olang Kuara, Patang Kuara, Dari Kuara
- Dumi Kuara.

When he was out one day she was peeling vegetables. She cut her little
finger (or thumb) and the blood cozed out, not falling on the vegetables but being
sprinkled on the ground. Then the swaying earth solidly tied and also became very
fertile. Amli Baeli said; ‘Look what a good change! Cut my body to complete it’. But
the Kond refused. Thinking she was a Kond like themselves, not to sacrifice one
another but to purchase victims from other tribe. Thus, there is a belief that without
the falling of human blood on the ground there is no ferility (8).

In this way human sacrifice was made root in Kandha society, which was
eradicated, and substituted by buffalo sacrifice in about mid nineteenth century with
years long attempt of the British government. This myth beings recited by the Mati
Guru or the chief priest of the Meria festival at the time of the ritual in poetic form.
The aim of the myth is to justify the sacrifice that it is not a sin. More over it is a.
fertility cult and in the view of scholars fertility rituals are often connected with a
myth (9).

Though human sacrifice is not prevalent in Juang tribals of Gonasika region
of Keonjhar district, the creation myth mentions about it. The juang myth is as
follows: -

In the remotest past the Matipruthvi or mother earth was very unsteady and
there were no human on it. All the deities implored to Dharma Deota or Supreme
God to bring the earth to a steady state so that living on it would become possible.
Dharma Deota decreed that it would be possible if earth is steeped in the blood of
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Rishi's first son, having come to know this episode, Rishi armed his eldest son with
how and arrow for his safety. But, once, while he was engaged in an amours sport in
the forest, keeping his bow and arrow on the branch of a tree, he was attacked by a
tiger, and was instantly killed and immediately after his death all the deities rushed
to the spot and without the knowledge of Rushi and Rusiani, they take up the dead
body and started winging it vigorously round and round until blood oozed out from it
profusely, which they sprinkled all over the earth. As a result the earth became
steady and from the palms and feet of Rush’s son hills and valleys emerged. Rivers
and streams flowed from his nostrils and eyes respectively and forest grew from his
hairs. Thus the earth became suitable for habitation. Rushi had eleven other sons
and twelve daughters, and from them Juangs were born and lived on the earth (10).

Both in Kandha and” Juang myth the earth was unsteady at the beginning. In
Kandha myth Amli Baeli cut her little finger while slicing vegetables and blood oozed
were sprinkled on the earth. But in the Juang myth Rushi’s eldest son killed by the
tiger and deities winging his corpse until huge blood sprinkled on the earth. Earth
was stable by sprinkling of human blood in both the stories. Both the stories have

wonderful resemblance

When situation warrants ox sacrifice have to be offered to ancestral spirits
by the Kandhas. This is a family rite and not observed collectively. If most of family
members fall ill for a long “time or domestic animals killed by tiger in the forest, they
think it is happening due to some malevolent spirit and take shelter of the Dishari to
know the reason. If the Disari or Gunia tells by divination that due to anger of ancestral
spirits suffering be fall on the family. So he prepared to appease the ancestral spirits
by sacrificing an ox. Then the family head arrange things for the ritual along with an
ox and on the appointed day call a Guru, (priest belongs to pana caste) who perform
the ritual at night in the house of the suffering. A myth regarding propitiation of
ancestors is current among the Kandhas is mentioned below.

A Kandha family suffered from iliness for a long time. So the head of the
fgmily went to the Disari to know the reason. The Disari came to know the reason by
h divination and advised the Kandha to perform ox sacrifice to appease the ancestors.

The kandha was very poor, who was not able to purchase an ox and was not willing
to sacrifice his domestic ox. The ox came to know this and told to the Kandha to
sacrifice him and cure the family from suffering. Then the kandha sacrificed the ox
and was cured from sufferings (11).

The myth tells about the character of beneficent for others of Kandhas as
well as they pay homage to ancestors in this ritual.

A legend pertaining. t'he o_rigin of Bhanja’ dynasty of historical fame is told by
:}hee; Kandhas of G.Udayagiri region of Kandhamal district. The story is mentioned
ow.
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One night an issueless Kandha couple dreamt that three eggs of pea- fowl is
there in a particular place of the hill Dadasaru. (a Kula Parbat of Kandhas laying to
the left of Paburia Mandakia road).Go and bring them, nurse the eggs and three
children will born out of them. Accordingly the couple, in the next morning climbed
the Dada hill and brought the eggs. Then in) three new earthen pots, they put the
eggs and covered them with new earthen pots for hatching.

After some days two eggs burst and two boys came out of the eggs and one
egg remained as it was. Hence the couple without waiting broke the other egg with

a piece of stone and another boy, came out. They named the boys as Medarbanja,
Titerabanja or Kuturabanja and Thesabanja or Disabanj.

Days passed, the boys attained their youth. As per Kondha tradition the
youngest son had the right to remain in the paternal house and the elder sons will
seek their places by erecting new houses, Medarbanja and Kuturabanj in order to
find their new houses to reside, climbed the Dada hill and shot arrows. Medarbanja
first threw arrow from his bow, which landed on a place called Saki Dedapa or
narrow path, which they identified with Andhrakote of the present Kalingaghat. Then
the second brother aimed his arrow, which reached Kulad the later capital of Bhanjas
of Ghumusar. As the eldest Medarbajna got a place in hilly area he left the county
and gone in search of a new place for him. As such he settled in a country, which he
named after his name as Mayurbhanj. According to some other versions, the eldest
brother went to Mayurbhanj, the second brother settled at Boudh - Kandhamal area
and the third remained in the country of Ghumusar (12).

The above legend describes a historical fact, which narrates about the origin
of Bhanjas who ruled the middle Odisha for about 1500 years uninterruptedly. Origin
of Bhanja Dynasty referred above, thus, it may be concluded that the Bhanjas
originally belong to Kandha tribe who were Kshrtiyanised later after becoming ruling
power. As the story has a long back origin there may be some alternations or additions, H
the egg-born tradition of origin of Bhanjas justifies the totemic origin, which is widely

prevalent among tribals. Moreover, Kandhas feel proud for their culture hero and
often, tell “Bhanjas and Kandhas are brothers™.

in all ceremonial occasions of Kandhas Mahua liquor is essentially necessary. #
Mahua wine also required daily for every Kandha as well. Liquor is an important

thing for Kandhas as ghee is in Hindu ceremonies and rituals. There is a legend of
first use of Mahua liquor.

One day a group of Kandhas went into the forest for hunting. While wandering
in search of game they felt tired, rested under a Mahua tree. They witnessed that
birds were going and coming to a hallow of that tree. The birds came from the hallow
of the free use to dance in maddened state. Kandhas asked the birds to know the
reason of dancing. Birds replied that the hallow is full of Mahua flowers and by drinking H
rain water accumulated their we were maddened. Then Kandhas begged the birds
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some water from the hallow. Kandhas drank that

water and intoxicated. Then Kandhas collected Mahua flowers and‘ prepared wine
from it. They offer Mahua liquor prepared from new Mahua flower in the month of

Phalgun (February-March) to the earth goddess (13).

Abundant myths, legends and tales are prevalent among the Kandhas, which
are fading very fast due to modernization and globalization. Study of Myths and
titles could enable a scholar to know perfectly the sociceconomic, religious and
morals of culture as well as the worldview of a tribe, So these primitive literatures
are the backbone of culture. They are not to be thought as literature of illiterates.
They should be cared with great honour and should be documented before vanished
from the mind of people or else we will lose a great treasure of folklore.

[for that water. Birds gave them
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MYTHS OFTHE JUANGS OF ODISHA : ASTUDY

Dr. Kedarnath Dash
Reader in Anthropology

The term “myth” is often used colloquially to refer to a false story; however
the academic use of the term generally does not refer to the truth or falsity. In calling
a story a myth, we are expressing no opinion about whether it is true or not. In the
field of folklorists, a myth is conventionally defined as a sacred narrative explaining
how the world and mankind came to be in their present form. Myths consist of a
people’s assumed knowledge about the universe and the natural and supernatural
worlds, and humanity's place in these worlds. Many scholars in other academic
fields use the term “myth” in somewhat different manner. In the broad sense, the
word can refer to any traditional story as storytelling is common to every culture. It
may be defined as a narrative, that through many retellings, has become an accepted
tradition in a society.

ok

A myth is a story based on tradition which has a deep symbolic meaning. A
myth ‘conveys the truth’ to those who tell it and hear it, rather than necessarily
recording true event. Although some myths can be accounts of actual events, they
have become transformed by symbolic meaning or shifted in time or place. Myths
are often used to explain universal or local beginnings and involves supernatural
beings. Myths explain how the world gained its current form and how custom’s
institutions and taboos were established. Myths often include people's own account
of their creation of the beginning of their world and the extraordinary events that
affected their ancestors. They may also tell of the continuing exploits and activities
of deities and spirits either in an alternative world or as they come into occasional
contact with mortals. The great power of the meaning of these staries, to the culture
in which they developed, is a major reason why they survive as long as they do-
sometimes for thousand of years, Myths retell the stories central to every cuiture
that have been passed down from generation to generation for many years.

Myths typically occur in every culture all around the world. Many of the old
stories came to have been created much earlier than even writing was invented.
Many of these stories were passed down orally from one person to the next through
lessons or even story tellings. Myths dealt with various aspects of culture, some
were meant to simply tell a story, most had a deeper meaning hidden within the tale
for the listener or reader to consider.

Myth believing is more than infantile self deception; it is social reassurance-
a device of education and learning, of culture maintenance.

Today, however, anthropological interests while not ignoring function, relates
myths more to symbolic transformations in which change and establishment of a
new order of things is of more interest than origins Victor Turner (1968) writes “Myths
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relate how one state of affairs became another : how an unpeopled world became
populated; how chaos because cosmos; how immortals became mortal; how the
seasons came to replace a climate without seasons; how the original unity of mankind
became a plurality of tribes or nations; how androgynous beings became men and
women: and so on." Myths are liminal phynomena; they are frequently told at a time
or in a site that is “betwist and between.”

Claude Levi-strauss (19686) believed that myths reflect patterns in the mind.
However, he saw those patterns more as a fixed mental structures-specifically, pairs
of oppositions (for example, raw vrs cooked, nature vrs culture) than as

unconsciousness feelings or urges.

Joseph Campbell (2002) believed that insights about one's phychology, gained
from reading myths, can be beneficially applied to one’s own life.

The juangs are found only in the State of Orissa. Ethnically, the Juangs are
considered as a branch of Mundari group, found only in the districts of Keonjhar and
Dhenkanal. The hill Juangs are subsisting mainly on shifting cultivation where as
the plain Juangs are settled agriculturists.

There are numerous myths among the Juangs and can be best interpreted
in the light of their culture. Myths explaining the origin of the world, of people. of
good and evil as well as stories telling of the doings of ancestors and gods, are all
rooted deeply in the past experience of Juang culture. The relative isolation of Hill
Juangs over a very long period of time has prevented outsiders from injecting their
own ideas, beliefs, stories and tales into the Juang myth. The myth of a Juang can
be classified into two types such as Functional myths and Cosmogenic myths.

Functional Myths : These myths depict the Origin, cultural pattern, day-to-day
activities, loves and sorrows of the lives of the Juangs. These are related with everyday
life of the Juangs. The myths regarding their origin, food habit, dress pattern, youth
dormitory, shifting cultivation etc. can be included in the functional myths. These
myths are stories about superhuman beings of an earlier age, usually of how social
customs came in to existence.

i) Origin of Juang : There is a popular myth about their origin. The Juangs
believe that they are the first human beings born on the earth. The
ancestors were born from a rushi (saint) couple who were living in Rishi
Tangar, a hillock near Gonasika in Keonjhar district. The saint couple
were sent to the earth by Dharam Deota (Sun God) who is considered as
their High God as He is responsible for the origin and existence of the
Juang community. Therefore, the Juangs considered themselved fortunate
enough to be the sons and daughters of he Ruishi and Ruishian (the wife
of the Ruishi).
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i)

~ consider to be the creator of the universe. Parvati the wife of Mahadeva

Shifting Cultivation : Itis one of he important method of cultivation among
the Juangs. Primarily the Juangs depend on the shifting cultivation for
earning their livelihood. The land under cultivation is the communal
property owned by the village. This method involves the cutting and
burning of the trees and bushes in the hill sloaps to prepare patches of
land for cultivation. The myth says that the Basumata (Mother earth)
once instructed to the Juangs that the male Juang should resort to shifting
cultivation in order to get rasi or tila, pulses and paddy from the main
plots and along with it, Mandia and Gangoi in the border of the fields to
augment their crop production. The basumata offered them to adopt
shifting cultivation as the mother earth would not be teared and painful of
her. Simultaneously, by the instruction of Basumata, the woman members
of Juang community prepare pattia (mat) from the leaves of the datepalm.
To satisfy the Basumata (Mother Earth), they have been making shifting
cultivation from that day onwards and it is a very ancient tradition among
them.

Toothwig : The Juangs clean their teeth everyday in the morning. It is
their daily routine work to brush the teeth with toothwig. According to the
myth, Mahadeva, who after creating two dolls representing male and
female Juang, infused life to them by the help of Mahaprabhu whom they

demanded food for the two dolls as they became alive. Finding no other
way out, Mahadeva put two twigs in the mouth of freshly created couples.
But Parvati without being satisfied again insisted grains for them to
continue their life. Mahaprabhu appealed to the goddess Laxmi to provide
grain to them. But they did not put out the twigs. They kept the twigs with
themselves and use the twigs everyday to brush the teeth with a belief
that they would get enough food to eat. They would not be hungry if they
put the twig on the mouth everyday.

Dress : The dresses of the Juangs is very simple Women wear saries
and the men wear dhoti and napkin. The women members always feel
the shortage of sarees and sometimes wear leaves around their waist.
The myth goes to Dharma Deota (Sun God), the Highgod who offered
the Rishi Putra (Juangs) clothes to cover their bodies to save themselves
from nakedness. But once the Juang women were busy in plastering the
dwellings by cowdung and the clothes they wear became dirty. They
putoff their dirty dresses and weared leaves around their waist in the
process of housekeeping work. Dharma Deota (Sun God) became furious
by seeing the leaves around the waist instead of clothes and cursed
them to wear leaves for ever.
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Food : The diet pattern of the Juang is never standardized nor systematic.
They are almost omnivorous. The food materials of the Juang include
rice, green leaves, vegetables such as brinjhals, sweet potatoes,
pumpkins. Moreover, roots and tubers are also taken to satisfy their
hunger. The myth says that the witch doctor (Rau Uriha) ate all he six
servants sent by the Dharma Deota (Sun God), created by various magical
methods. The witeh doctor lied when the Dharma Deota enquired about
the servants, sent to him. Dharma Deota asked him to open the mouth to
verify the statement of rau Uriha and found a Jhunta (hair) in his tongue.
But the hair could not be removed from his tongue inspite of this best
effort. The Dharma Deota offered him frog to eat but the hair was retained
without any change Different animals such as fish, snake, crab, lizard,
tiger and beer - everything offered to eat but the hair could not be removed
by him. At last, the Dharma Deota offered him a carterpillar by which the
hair was detached from the tongue and came out of the month. The
Dharma Deota cursed “since you have already eaten everything, you will
eat everything in this earth in your mouth whenever you get them.” From
that time onwards the Juangs are acquainted to eat everything if
opportunities available.

v)

vi)  Dance and Music : The Juangs give high importance to dance and music
in their daily life. It form an integral part of Juang's social and religious
festivals. They are fond of dance and music. The myth says that in the
past Rushi Couple lived with their children peacefully. As the children
became grown up it was inconvenient on the part of Rushi Couple to
sleep together at night. The Rushi couple found an alternative and
copstructed 'Majang' or ‘Mandaghar’ (youth dormitory house) for the
children to sleep at night. But sometimes, the children disturbed the Rishi
couple at right, Finding no alternative out, the Rushi couple taught them
the art of dance and music, upon which they became addicted. From that
day onwards, the Juang people perform dance and music everyday for
merrymaking and enjoy the life.

Cosmogenic Myths : This explains how the world gained current form. It aims at to
expiain and Interpretation of cosmic phenomenon. Some thinkers believe that myths
resulted from the personification of inanimate objects and forces. According to those

thinkers, the ancients worshipped natural '
; phenomena such t and arr
gradually coming to describe them as gods. 5 YRICE T

Max Muller (1918) speculated that myths arose due to lack of abstract nouns
and neuter gender in ancient languages : anthromorphic figures of speech, necessary

in such languages, were eventually taken literally leadi :
' , leadin tural
phenomena were conscious being, gods. ! 9 o the igea that na
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The anthropologist James Frazer (1923) saw myths as a misinterpretation
of magical rituals, which were themselves based on a mistaken idea of natural law.

Similarly among the Juangs, certain natural phenomenon inspired them to
construct myths to explain the cosmaogenic events.

Creation of the Earth : In the early stage, the earth (Matti Deota) was
floating. Dharma Deota (Sun God) wanted the earth to be steady by
sacrificing the son of the Rushi But the wife of the Rushi was not agreed
with the proposal with apprehension, she rather armed her son with bow
and arrow to defend him. All the gods tried to persuade the wife of the
Rishi to sacrifice Person and they promised her to provide many sons in
lieue of her one son. But all the persuasions went invain. Once the boy
was taking bath in a river putting off all the weapons he possessed. At
that time, a tiger killed the unarmed boy. Finding the boy dead, the gods
throw the wounded body with rushing blood in all directions of the earth
and the earth became satisfied to remain steady by the sprinkle of the
blood. The hills and mountains came out from the hands and feet of the
boy and forest grew from the hairs of the body on different parts of the
earth where it fell. The Rushi was again blessed with twelve sons and the

Juangs considered themselves as descendants of one such son of the
Rushi.

Creation of the Fire (Lalai) : A sample version of the myth how fire was
first acquired by Juangs is presented here. It was great Rishi (saint) couple
who first obtained fire and has taught the art of burning fire to the people
directly. The myth says that at the beginning there was no fire. The people
were eating raw meat before fire was invented by the Rushi couple. While
wandering in the forest, the Rushi couple found fire while they broke
open the trunk of a tree. The Rushi couple preserved the flame of the fire
in a special container which they carried with them. The Rushiputra
(Juangs) believed themselves to be the inheritor of the fire from the great
Rishi (saint), specially the technique of roasting the meat of Sambar.

Creation of water (Lalak) : According to Juangs, human life in the world
was not possible due to the lack of water. The rishiputras were wandering
in the forest for collection of food but they felt thirsty seriously at a point
of time. In the process of searching water, th= youngest son of the Rishi
couple turned a large piece of stone by uttering the name of the mother
and found water sprang out from the place. Then the mountain from
where the water flowed out was named as “Gonasika” as the stone was
shaped like nostrils of a cow and the river “Baitarani” originated from
that place and flows downwards.
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iv) Creation of the sun and moon (Bela and Lerang) : The Juangs consider
the sun and moon were the co-wives of the Mahaprabhu but they are
jealous of each other and are constantly in friction with each other. Due
to hatredress, the moon killed all the children of the sun but carefully
nourished all her own children. At night, the moon allowed her children to
move the sky and they are marked as dazzling stars in the darkness.|n
course of time, the sun came to know of nuisance caused by the moon,
the relationship became more strained than earlier. Gradually enemity
between sun and moon grew stronger and they finally decided not to
meet each other for which the sun appears in the day time and the moon

at the night,

v) Creation of the Meteor : The myth.regarding the meteor is interesting
among the Juangs. According to it, the Juangs believe that when an
individual hanged his or he soul, the person dies and goes to the
Mahaprabhu with a string around the neck. But Mahaprabhu disapproved
such activities of the individual. The Mahaprabhu expresses his
dissatisfication by rebuking him or her in hard languages. Then the
Mahaprabhu throws the individual ghost downwards and can be seen as
a falling star. It burns very brightly when it enters earth’s atmosphere
from heaven.

Vi) Creation of Thunder and Lightning : In earlier time, the human life in the
Juanga Peetha was not under threat from the rising thunder and lightening,
Indra, the God of rain married to the daughter of the sun. But the figure
of Indra was so ugly that the daughter of sun ran away immediately by
seeing the Indradeva. The daughter of the sun laughed at Indra whenever
she looked at him. The flashing of her teeth appear to be lightening. But
sometimes Indra loose his temper and beat the daughter of the sun. The
blows of the Indra appear as the thunder on the earth. Mostly the quarrel
between the Indra and his wife, the daughter of the sun leads to the
thunder and lightening in the sky.

Briefly we can say that a myth gives a religious explanation for something:
how the world or a particular custom began. There iIs usually no attem pt to fix the
myth into a coherent chronology related to the Present day, though myths or a cycle
of myths may havg their own interna| chronology. The story is timeless in that the
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Juang stories shared many of the featured of myth, and could be called myths if the
idea that a myth was necessarily false was shed.
Reference :
1. Campbell, Joseph 2002 : Fight of the Wild Gender : Explorations in the Mythological
Dimension (3 Edition) New World Library, Newyork.
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3. Levi-Strauss, C 1966 : The Savage Mind, Trans George Weidenfield and Nicholson
Ltd. University of Chicago Press, Chicago
4. Muller, Max. 1919 : The Six Systems of Indian Philosophy, Longmans, Green and
Company, London
5. Turner, Victor. 1969 : The Ritual Process : Structure and Antistructure, Aldine de
Gruyter, Chicago. I
B.B. Mahavidyalaya, Chandikhole
Dist.- Jajpur, Orissa-755044




e/ 90€0

BONDO -ITS ORIGIN & MYTH

Shri J.P.Rout, Former Joint Director
Miss K. Patnaik, Research Officer

Myth is regarded as representing metaphysically a world-picture and insight into life
generally, may therefore be considered as Primitive philosophy or Metaphysical thought.
According to Tyler, Myth is the history of the author’s note of its subject. Myth has been
defined in many ways and according to the fashion of the day, its function has been stressed
now in one manner and another. But Myth is too wide and protean a thing to be adjusted to a
Policy and to recognize that it may play different part in different cultures and will fulfill
varied functions in the same culture. Special importance has been laid in the connection of
.myth and rituals. In some cases it is indeed evident that rituals grow out of myth and it inspire
and vitalize rituals. This happens among some tribal communities of Orissa, but very rarely.

Another function of myth, which has often stressed is its place in vitalizing and
maintaining tribal custom. The most powerful of such ‘functional’ myth are those relating to
dress &ornament. The leaf dress of Juang the shaven head of Bondo women, the bastle and

ear rings of Gadabas have registered all attempts or change because they are firmly established
in the mythology.

Tho creation of myth follows mainly common pattern and are intimately based on
Pur:cm:c tradition. Myths relating to Sun and Moon are similar all over tribal Orissa. The
stories about girls who are reborn as something which all men desire - a tobacco plant known

to the Bondos, Kandhas & Juangs of Orissa tribe. Hindu motifs are already fairly common on
the different tribal stories. .

| On the other.hand the Rama, Laxman & Sita of Bondo & Gadaba stories have
gb\'lpusly steeped straight out of the Ramayan. The Hindu god Mahadeva who is quite popular
in tribal folklore and Bhimasena as a rain god are also generally in character.

In this context, focus has been stressed on some of the myths of Bondo tribe who
inhabit in the Khairput block of Malkangiri district of Orissa.

Tribal religion is given a varied appearance by the fact that” gods® and spirits are
called by different names. But, fundamentally it is everywhere the same. There are Supreme
Beings, they are of ambiguous character, and their importance is for legend rather than ritual.
Beneath him there is a vast body of lesser gods. They are called as demons & furies. They
are the main malignant & are often remembered who they bring tragedy on a home. There
are nature-gods - the Sun & Moon, the sky, rain and wind & most of them borroxve;d from
Hinduism. Apart from that, there is a Mother Earth and many deities of individual villages,
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and the Orissan tribes observe a ceremonial year which is closely connected with agricultural
operations. Some offerings are made before sowing, others during the process of growth and
in most cases there are harvest festivals when the new crops must be offered the gods
before they are used by the community members.

[hills and forests. All the gods except the greatest have to be propitiated by regular sacrifices

There is similarity among the Orissan tribes as there is among the their stories. These
stories reveal their special pre-occupations which give some brief facts about each of the

tribe connected with some mythology.

The Bondos are known as “Remo™ (the men) is one of the 62 scheduled tribe of
Orissa of Austro-Asiatic linguistic group. They inhabit in the wild and mountainous region of
north-west of Machkund River & they had preserved themselves as compared to unaffected
by the march of civilization. In plains they are regarded as savage because of their strange
dress and appearance of women folk, their violent homicidal attitude as well as their unfamiliar
tongue. They speak different Austro-Asiatic language. Many social scientists & social
anthropologists have the opinion that the Bondos are an offshoot of the Gadabas, a neighboring
larger tribal community who have similar racial & cultural affiliation.

There is one myth of the origin of mankind which describes, how the twelve brothers
were born on the banks of Godavari River & came to the Jeypore hills. The eldest brother
was known as Bhoi Gadaba, the next brother an Asur Gadaba & the remaining ten brothers
are Kondha, Bondo, Didayi, Jhoria, Parenga, Kondadora, Holar, Pergu, Chilari and Maria.

But another story recalls the names of only seven of the twelve brothers.

When the earth was made, the first boy and girl became husband and wife;
subsequently the girl conceived. In those days there was neither any house nor any village.
The couple wandered from place to place. Ultimately the girl delivered a twin. Suddenly a
dear come by and the husband ran to hunt it. The dear led him a long chase and ultimately
the dear was killed. After he killed the dear, he cut up the carcass on the spot & ate the
flesh. The girl was waiting of the boy’s return & thought he must have consumed the dear
& there will be nothing left for her & she will be hungry. She left the children at the foot of

the tree & went to find her husband. When he found her husband, she too sat down &
consumed the raw meat. Both of them forgot about their children. Under the Sago palm
tree the two children were lying hungry. The Palm realized their distress felt sorry for
them. The root of the palm went to the ocean and did the service. The ocean was pleased
and asked ‘what can I do for you, & wanted their desire’. The root told about the hungry
babies & the ocean poured water into the tree. The water climbed up the stem of the tree
and crippled down from above into the mouths of the babies. The babies go on drinking &
grew up. Subsequently they married & from them were born twelve sons and twelve
daughters. These twelve sons were the father of twelve tribes, such as Bondo, Gadaba,
Parenga, Paraja, Didayi, Jhoria & Pengu, about the rest there is no information. The eldest
of them was Nagli Bondo.
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B The Bondos believe in a Supreme being, who is called in their language as Singi-
Arke(sun- moon), which stands for the Patkhanda Mahaprabhu. 1t represents a sword of
3 feet in length & 6 inches, in width, placed in the hollow of banyan tree in Mudulipada
village. Asa tern1 of address the Bondo applies it any demigod, demon or human being whom
he wants to please. A Bondo priest well one breath invoke the sacred sword Patkhanda and
flater a constable with the same word, Mahaprabhu. Mahaprabhu proper name Singi or Sih
is the Remo word for ‘Sun’, Arke in Remo means “moon or simply the Sun, a righteous
creator & Dharam Deota, the President of immortals the demigods, demons, furies and
ancestral spirits over whom he rules, “urbalogursi buribalogbrusi” says the Bondos.

The genesis of Patkhanda is obscure, but the public opinion indicates that in the past
all the Bondo villages in the hills were grouped under two taluks, namely Ramagiri and Nandapur
are known as Bara-jangar group of villages. The inhabitants of this Bara-jangar group of
villages mainly considered the sword the most sacred and started worshiping Patkhanda
Mahaprabhu as their Supreme Deity has its abode in the heaven.

It is said that “on his return journey after completing 12 years of banishment Lord
Ramachandra halted in Bondo hills.

For sometimes the forest was very dense and was full of wild animals, which were
great danger to the inhabitants. The Bondos offered hospitality to Ramachandra, wife Sita
Debi & brother Laxman. The Bondos begged them some weapon for which they can protect
their life from the attack of the wild animals. Ultimately, Ramachandra fulfilled their prayer
by giving them a sword, which represent the Patkhanda & eventually become the Supreme
Deity of this Primitive Tribe. Not only the sword is sacred but also the banyan tree in which
the sword is kept is considered also sacred. The Bondo who passes through Mudulipada pay
an obeisance to this. In fact the Bondos corroborate this by confessing that Singi-Arke was
formerlx their supreme being which is symbolized as Patkhanda.”

It is also-a myth among this tribe that in Mudlipada, the presence of sword become
known by a dream, where in Patkhanda appeared to the Sisa and gave direction for his
wor§hip. There is absolutely no record, however of a formal presentation of a sword by one
of ku_tg.s Nandapur or Jeypore to the Bondos. It is evidently a Royal Sword for its cults is
sn‘Dmdl:z;efl by the Maharaja of Jeypore armory, where there isa great and honorable weapon
with some title, Fo_r Bondo psychology this Royal Sword is of great importance, it has immense
snol:{-\"alue. I_t fOE’tIﬁES the community self respect establishing that fragile link with the Rajput
mobxlx-ty, whlcij is the ambition of Bondo to maintain. Today the sword has become the symbol
of an important local deity the “Patkhanda Mahaprabhu”.

i A.mongfv, the Bara-jangar group of villages over which there is a headmen called
Bac.inazk GERA. Bhepost .OfBada"‘"'k is not hereditary. It is held on a tenure basis for 2
period of 3 years. The Naikes of Barajangar group of villages assemble at Mudulipada
where the Patkhanda Mahaprabhu resides select their Badnaik unanimously. After he is
declared elected, each Naike ties a piece of red cloth on the forehead of the f;adnaik But

the Naike of Mudulipada puts a vermilion mark on the forehead in addition to the tying of red
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cloth on his head. The newly elected Badnaik is seated on a thorny chair under the l?anyan
tree and the priest of Mudulipada village waves burning lamp and incense before him. On
this occasion a goat is sacrificed at that place and all the Naikes assembled there and take
the feast prepared for them.

In case the Badnaik does something, which amounts to violation of social norms in
that case the Badnaik is thrown out of the post & a new Badnaik is selected on the next
Magha festival. The Badnaik is given an acre of land which is a common property of all the
twelve villages. So long as the Badnaik continues in his post, he cultivates it and enjoys the
product (from that land. The functions 6f Badnaik are that, he presides over the inter village
meeting and decides cases relating to village boundary, adultery, divorce and such other
social offences in which people belonging to different villages are involved. He is the custodian
of the funds, which are levied on the accused and when fines assume a big amount. This big
amount is spent in organizing feast on, festive occasions and the Naikes of the villages
belonging to the confederacy are only eligible to partake the food in the feast.

Besides, the secular headman every Bondo village has a priest called Pujari. The
post of, Pujari is hereditary & the person who acts in this post is paid 15 kgs of food grains
at the time of harvest from each household for his maintenance and for the service he
renders for the village. In the woodland near Mudulipada, a huge banyan tree forms a natural
amphitheatre. The height of the banyan tree can not be measured as it increases in height in
every year & simultaneously broken at the top when winds blow in high velocity. The banyan
tree is surrounded by stone constructed structure like “Sindibor”, the sacred megalithic
platform. A little away to one side is a hut with a gabled branches of the tree hidden the
sacred sword of a defied hero called “Patkhanda’. Three times a year, during Sussu!jege,
the Gege Gege (in the month of April) and the Gewar sang festival; the head’ priest climbs
up the branches and brings down the sword to be worshipped.

The Patkhanda sword (liasu), the drum beats of the Pujari possessed with
sugematural powers. Then the worship place was cleaned with cow dung and water, drawing
of ikons made with charcoal or turmeric powder followed by putting of vermilion dabs in

circles of the icon on the Supreme Deity, the Patkahanda Mahaprabhu. Joss sticks &

incense burning sticks are generally required for the rituals und .
er the big ba
the sword is hidden’. ig banyan tree where

A.ll_the Bondos frfam the Bara-jangar villages attend the worship. They bring their
OWI provisions and offerings. Before midday all assemble beneath the tree with offerings

}igs%?;‘t;.gwls, €ggs and coconuts. Incense is burnt in the leaf cups. The priest washes
o sworcll it::lm:)erln: water, salutes the sw_ord three times with folded hands to bring it down.
e ;‘lft er llmught dOWI.l washed with turmeric water & placed on the altar. A hen is
ey ertzil present their sa!ute the sword. Coconut is smashed on the altar followed
L, oat 15 cut & the b.lood 1s allowed, to drain on the sword. Individual sacrifices of

3.and fowls followed & in every sacrifice the priest is presented with head of the goat
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the safe custody of the top most branches of the bany.
the altar as & when required if damages occurred.

quite clear that the region is intimately in

supernatural universe,
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