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PREFACE

Life and administration in the district of Koraput
have changed rapidly since 1945 when the first Gazetteer
of the district (compiled by Mr. R. C. S. Bell, 1.C.S8.)
was published. [Instead, therefore, of attempting a revision
the Gazetteer had to be practically rewritten completely.
The drafting has been along the lines indicated by the
Government of India and followed by the other States.
A questionnaire was framed and circulated to District
Officers of the various Departments, the Heads of Depart-
ments and certain officers of the Government of India,
The answers received were processed and a preliminary
draft was prepared. It was examined at various levels
in the office and in the field and sent to the Government
of India for their general approval which was obtained.
The draft was examined by a small Committee consisting
of (1) Sri V. Ramanathan, 1.c.s., Member, Board of
Revenue, Orissa, (2) Sri Bimal Kishore Mishra, 1.A.S.,
Secretary, Revenue and Excise Departments, Orissa, and
(3) Sri Nilamani Senapati, 1.c.s., (Retd.), Chief Editor,
District Gazetteers, Orissa. At this stage the Committee
secured the able assistance of Sri Ramakanta Rath, 1.A.S.,
Secretary, Board of Revenue, Orissa, who attended all
its sittings. Sri T. Sanganna, Minister for Tribal &
Rural Welfare, Orissa, was good enough to take pains
to go through the draft and offer his suggestions which
were included in the text. It was then placed before the
Advisory Committee on revision of District Gazetteers
and approved of. The Advisory Committee consisted of :

(1) Sri  Sadasiba Tripathy, Chief Chairman
Minister, Orissa.

(2) Sri  Chandra Mohan Singh, Member

. Deputy Minister, Revenue.

(3) Padmabhusan Dr. P. Parija, LE.s. Member
(Retd.), Vice-Chancellor, Utkal
University,
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(4) Sri V. Ramanathan, 1.C.s., Member, Member
Board of Revenue, Orissa.

(5) Sri A. K. Bairen, M.C., LAS, Chief Member
Secretary, Orissa.

(6) Sri R. P. Padhi, 1.A.S,, Developmgnt Member
Commissioner and Additional Chief
Secretary, Orissa. |

(7y Sri B. K Mishra, 1 A. S., Secretary to Member
Government, Revenue and Excise

Departments.

(8) Sri Nilamani Senapati, 1.C.S. (Retd.), Secretary
Chief Editor, District Gazetteers,
Orissa.

In spelling place names scrupulous care has been
taken to ascertain the name according to local pronuncia-
tion and names have been spelt generally according to
the Hunterian system of transliteration. To avoid repeti-
tion in the text and to simplify printing, diacritical
marks have been placed in the Index. The spellings adopted
by the Survey of India in their maps do not at times
agree with corresponding spellings inrevenue maps and, in

the text of the Gazetteer, we have been obliged at times
to adopt different spellings. Certain established spellings
like Jeypore (Jaypur) which have come down from old
documents and have been accepted in administrative
usage had to be maintained. Where, however, a spelling
adopted by the Survey of India differs from that given
in the text, we have indicated both in the Index and
have also indicated the Oriya equivalent.

This Gazetteer would never have been published but
for the assistance of a large number of officers of the
Government of India and of the State Government. Ve
would be failing in our duty if we do not record our
gratitude to Dr. P. N. Chopra, M.A., Ph.D., Editor,
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District Gazetters, and the staff of the Central Gazetteers
Unit, Ministry of Education, who have scrutinised the
draft and given valuable suggestions designed to improve
its quality. It would be appropriate to mention here
that a part of the expenditure on the compilation and
printing of District Gazetteers is being met by the Govern-
ment of India. The Geologlcal Survey of India and the
Meteorological Survey of India supplied all the information
we needed. The Railways, Posts & Telegraphs, Income
Tax and State Bank of India authorities have also been
extremely helpful. To the Dandakaranya Development
Authority we are indebted for the information contained
in the Supplement and for some photographs. Their
assistance for subsequent Gazetteers, we hope, would be
equally generous and quick.

We are particularly indebted to Dr. B. K. Behura,
Professor of Zoology, Utkal University, Dr. B. Samantaray,
Principal, Ravenshaw College, Dr. K. C. Sahu, Scientist,
Regional Research Laboratory and Dr. Gopal Charan
Mohapatra, Lecturer, Punjab University, Chandigarh ;
the Gazetteer owes much to the valuable assistance they
have rendered. Sri Kulamani Mahapatra, Assistant
Director, Tribal & Rural Welfare Department, has been
closely associated with the drafting of Chapter III and has
contributed considerably to its utility.

We take this occasion to thank Sri Sadasiba Tripathy,
the Chief Minister, who evinced a keen interest in the
work throughout.

We should also like to place on record our appreciation
of the officers and staff of the Gazetteers Section but for
whose co-operation and zeal the Gazetteer would not have
seen the light of day. The Superintendent and staff of the
Orissa Government Press deserve the gratitude of everyone
for sparing no efforts to ensure accurate printing and
the publication of the Gazetteer before the Repubhc Day
of 1966.
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A new subdivision with headquarters at Jeypore has
been created, with effect from the Ist of January 1966.
It comprises the tahsils of  Jeypore, Borigumma and
Kotpad. As the text of the Gazetteer was sent to the Hess
earlier, this information could not be incorporated therein.

And, finally, a word about the map appended to the
Gazetteer. It has been prepared by the Survey of India and,
we believe, would be of considerable utility to all those
who may need it. We are thankful to the Surveyor-General
of India, the Director, Eastern Circle, Survey of India and
Sri M. W. Kalappa, Deputy Director of Surveys and Map
Publication, Orissa, for the promptness with which they
have attended to the task. We would, however, like to add
that the inter-State boundary at three places on the
Western Sector following the Kolab river (known as
Sabari downstream), viz :

(i) from Latitude 18°55 and Longitude 82°15" to
Latitude 18°46’ and Longitude 82°08’,

(i0) from Latitude 18°40’ and Longitude 81°54' 1o
Latitude 18°35’ and Longitude 81°58’,

(iif) from Latitude 18°21’ and Longitude 81°40’ to
Latitude 17°49" and Longitude 81°24’

and at one place on the Eastern Sector (from Latitude 18°41’
and Longitude 83°04’ to Latitude 18°36’ and Longjtude
83°03") has not been accepted by the State Government
who have been contending that the western and eastern
boundaries at these places should be shown further to the
west and to the east respectively. The above portions of
the boundary have been shown by the undemarcated State
boundary symbol. The correct alignment of the boundary
was pointed out to the Survey of India, but the time at our
disposal being limited, no decision could be obtained. ‘The
Survey of India have, as pointed out above, shcwn the
boqndary at the above places as undemarcated and have
indicated that this symbol relates to areas und:er dispute
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We would like to place it clearly on record that tho boundary
at the above places shown in the map does not’commit the
State Government in any manner and the undemarcated
State boundary symbol is used, according to paragraph 154
of Handbook of Topography (Chapter VI, Eighth Edition,
published by the Survey of India) “for such State bound-
aries as are known to be undemarcated, or in dispute *’.
Tt is in the latter sense that the undemarcated State boundary
symbol at the above places should be interpreted. The
map does not also include the group of villages known as
Borra Mutha which is an enclave inside the Visakha-
patnam district ; whether the enclave belongs to Orissa or
to Andhra Pradesh is yet disputed and the State Govern-
ment’s position is independent of the exclusion of the
Borra Mutha from the map.

NILAMANI SENAPATI

Republie Day, 1966 NABIN KUMAR SAHU
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